MEETING OF THE CITY OF CONNELL, WASHINGTON
CONNELL, FRANKLIN COUNTY, WASHINGTON

September 8, 2015

The regular semi-monthly meeting, of the Connell City Council was called to order by Mayor
Blackwell at 6:00 pm in the City Hall and was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL

PRESENT: Mayor Bruce Blackwell, Mayor Pro Tem Monty Huber, and Councilmember’s:
Joe Escalera, Rhonda Quinton, Kathie Silva, and Ray Minor.

STAFF: City Attorney Dan Hultgrenn, City Administrator Jed Crowther, Public Works
Director Larry Turner, Police Chief Chris Turner, and Deputy Clerk/Treasurer
Rose Courneya.

VISITORS: Kathy Bingham, Franklin County Graphic and Citizen Manny Choi
CORRESPONDENCE

Mayor Blackwell received a liquor license renewal notice for the Gas & Food Mart from
the Washington State Liquor and Cannabis Board.

CONSENT CALENDAR
Motion: Mayor Pro Tem Huber moved to approve the Consent Calendar.
a) Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting August 17, 2015
b) Check Register 9/1/2015 for $227.15
c) Accounts Payable 9/8/2015 for $150,337.10
d) Payroll Check Register 8/15 -8/20/2015 for $63,405.19
e) Payroll Check Register 8/31-9/5/2015 for $103,278.45
Councilmember Minor seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Motion: Councilmember Quinton moved to approve the agenda. Pro Tem Huber seconded
motion. Motion carried unanimously.

HOUSING AUTHORITY

City Administrator Crowther reviewed the Project Concepts & Design, Plat & Street
Design, Financing, and Community Development Block Grant Housing Enhancement
Grant Application. In summary, the City collaborates with the North Franklin School
District for suitable development of their unused parcel, was pleased to see potential
development and improved housing opportunity, and liked that the Housing Authority
created a viable housing development concept and financing strategy. Staff was
recommending Councilmembers approve Resolution No. 2015-14: to authorize the City
of Connell to apply for the CDBG Housing Enhancement Grant, in collaboration with
the Housing Authority and move to approve support letters from the City of Connell to
the Housing Trust Fund regarding Zoning and Consistency with Comprehensive Plan.
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Councilmembers held discussion. City Attorney Hultgrenn reminded Councilmembers of
the appearance of fairness rules. Planning discussion would be held at a planning meeting
that would be open to the public.

Motion: Councilmember Quinton moved to adopt Resolution No. 2015-14; to authorize the
City of Connell to apply for a Community Development Block Grant Housing
Enhancement Grant, in collaboration with the Housing Authority. Councilmember
Escalera seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously.

Motion: Councilmember Quinton moved to approve support letters from the City of Connell to
the Housing Trust Fund regarding Zoning and Consistency with the Comprehensive
Plan. Councilmember Escalera seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously.

COMMUNITY ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION BOARD

City Administrator Crowther provided Councilmember with an update on the Connell
Rail Interchange project. Mr. Crowther reviewed the Progress, Contract Approval,
Recommendations, and Current Rail Progress Achieved. Now all pre-contract
conditions to receive the Planning Grant for the rail study had been completed.
Therefore, the Community Economic Revitalization Board had sent the City of Connell
the official Contract to be approved by Councilmembers. The grant award was approved
in March 2015 in the sum of $50,000. The rail study was granted to HDR Engineering,
Inc.

Motion: Councilmember Minor move to approve Contract Number S15-790A0-069 with the
Washington State Department of Commerce, Community Economic Revitalization
Board, for the Connell Rail Interchange Planning Study. Mayor Pro Tem Huber
seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously.

COMMITTEE / DEPARTMENT REPORTS
CITY ADMINISTRATOR-Jed Crowther
1) Had sent out fire maps-asked Councilmembers how many had looked at it.
2) Proud of Fire Chief Chris Schulte

POLICE CHIEF-Chris Turner
1) Police department quiet
2) Officers and Reserve Officers all completed training on driving Emergency
vehicles. The course was in Richland
3) Getting ready for Fall Festival

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR-Larry Turner
1) Shared power point of new landscaping planned for the Connell Community
Center
2) Getting ready for Fall Festival
3) Working on Well 6-pulled for testing
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FIRE CHIEF-Chris Schulte
1) Still out fighting fires

MEETING ADJOURNED

There being no further business before the City Council of Connell, Mayor Blackwell
adjourned the meeting at 7:01 pm.

ATTEST: Mayor, Bruce Blackwell
Rose Courneya, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer




