
MEETING OF THE CITY OF CONNELL, WASHINGTON 

CONNELL, FRANKLIN COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

July 2, 2018 

 

The regular semi-monthly meeting of the Connell City Council was called to order by Mayor 

Barrow at 6:00 pm in the City Hall and was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

PRESENT:     Mayor Lee Barrow and Councilmembers: Mayor Pro Tem Ray Minor, John 

White, Kathie Silva and Patricia Barrera. 

 

EXCUSED:    Mayor Pro Tem Minor moved to excuse Councilmember Joe Escalera. 

Councilmember Silva seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

STAFF:     City Administrator Maria Peña, Deputy City Clerk Marissa Ortiz, Public Works 

Director Larry Turner, Fire Chief Chris Schulte and City Attorney Dan Hultgrenn. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

Mayor Lee Barrow presented correspondence; a certificate recognizing the City of Connell for 

the contributions as a community partner from the board of directors and staff of Community 

Action Connections. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

Motion: Mayor Pro Tem Minor moved to approve the consent calendar as presented: 

a) Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting June 18, 2018  

b) Accounts payable 7/2/18 for $49,929.18 

c) Check Register 6/22/18 for $880.00 

d) Payroll Register 6/15/18 - 6/20/18 for $62,749.55 

              Councilmember Barrera seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA  

 

Motion: Councilmember White moved to approve the agenda as presented. Councilmember 

Silva seconded motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  

 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 

PUBLIC HEARING-SIX-YEAR TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PLAN 2019-2024 
 

Mayor Barrow opened a Public Hearing at 6:03 pm for the purpose of considering the Six-Year 

Transportation Improvement Plan 2019-2024. 
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STAFF REPORT: 

Public Works Director Larry Turner reported that Council approved the changes to the 2018 

STIP at the previous council meeting on 6/18/2018. Staff prepared the updated Six-Year 

Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) 2019-2024 and provided it for Council to review.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

Zahra Roach a resident from Pasco, WA-  

Inquired if the City had any plans for improvement on the American Disability Act (ADA) 

standards for curbs and sidewalks. 

 

Public Works Director Larry Turner-  

Replied anytime the City put in new curbs and sidewalks they are put in to ADA standards. 

 

COUNCILMEMBERS COMMENT PORTION OF THE HEARING: None 

 

MEETING RECONVENED 

 

Mayor Lee Barrow declared the Public Hearing closed and opened the Regular Meeting at 6:08 

pm. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-05 SIX YEAR TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PLAN 2019-

2024 

Provided for Council was Resolution No. 2018-05 State Transportation Improvement Plan 2019-

2024.  

 

Motion: Mayor Pro Tem Minor moved to approve Resolution No. 2018-05 adopting the 2019-

2024 Six-Year Transportation Improvement Plan for the City of Connell. Councilmember 

Barrera seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

HEARING EXAMINER CONTRACT – POWELL & GUNTER 

City Administrator Maria Peña reported that in 2008 the City Council appointed Alan Gunter as 

the City’s Hearing Examiner. Recently the City was informed that Mr. Gunter was out of the 

state and had retired. Attorney Benjamin Volmer practiced with Mr. Gunter and had taken on 

Mr. Gunter’s assignments upon his retirement. Mr. Volmer was willing to serve as the Connell 

Hearing Examiner if the Council agreed.  

 

Motion: Councilmember Silva moved to appoint Benjamin Volmer as the Hearing Examiner for 

the City of Connell. Mayor Pro Tem Minor seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Motion: Councilmember Barrera moved to approve the Hearing Examiner Contract with 

Benjamin Volmer. Councilmember White seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously. 
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CHANGE ORDER #1 & WSDOT SUPPLEMENTAL AGREEMENT #1 FOR COLUMBIA 

AVE. CHIP SEAL 

 

A) CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 

Public Works Director Larry Turner discussed the proposed Columbia Ave Chip Seal project 

Change Order No. 1. The project limits shown were extended beyond city limits by mistake. The 

Change Order attached was revised to match city limits. Additional pavement repair areas were 

indentified as well and it was agreed to increase the amount of the contract by the sum of 

$13,200.00. 

 

B) WA STATE DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION SUPPLEMENTAL ENGINEERING 

AGREEMENT 

Public Works Director Turner also discussed the details for the approval of the WA State 

Department of Transportation Supplemental Agreement No. 1. This supplemental agreement 

included the effort necessary for providing construction engineering services. It would increase 

the total project agreement amount from $10,000 to $25,000. 

 

Motion A: Mayor Pro Tem Minor moved to approve the Columbia Ave Chip Seal Change Order 

No. 1 in the amount of $13,200.00. Councilmember White seconded motion. Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Motion B: Councilmember Barrera moved to approve the WSDOT Supplemental Agreement 

No. 1 in the amount of $15,000. Mayor Pro Tem Minor seconded motion. Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

AMENDMENT TASK ORDER NO. 1 FEMA STREET REPAIR PROJECT 

Public Works Director Larry Turner reported that Council had previously approved Task Order 

#1 with Anderson Perry & Associates, Inc. dated November 7, 2017. This Task Order was 

designated to not exceed $25,000 for the 2017 FEMA street repair project. The amended Task 

Order No. 1 attached for Council to review would amend the Task Order entered into between 

the City of Connell and Anderson Perry & Associates, Inc. This amendment included additional 

expenses associated with providing construction engineering services to the City for the 

Nordheim Road project as a Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) eligible repair. 

This would increase the Task Order budget by $15,000, increasing the total Task Order budget 

from $25,000 to $40,000. 

 

Motion: Councilmember White moved to approve and amend Task Order No. 1 for the 2017 

FEMA Street Repair Project in the amount of $15,000. Mayor Pro Tem Minor seconded motion. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

2018 HOTEL MOTEL ALLOCATIONS 

The Hotel/Motel Committee met on June 25, 2018 and reviewed the applications for the 

remaining Hotel Motel Funds. The dollar amount remaining was $1,050.00. 

 

The Hotel Motel Committee recommended the following: 

 

1. City of Connell (Float maintenance) requested $550.00 (recommended $550.00). 
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2. City of Connell (Information Board) requested $500.00 (recommended $500.00). 

 

The Committee recommended allocating $1,050.00 for tourism expenditures out of the 

Hotel/Motel Fund. 

 

Motion: Councilmember Barrera moved to allocate the 2018 Hotel/Motel expenditures in the 

amount of $1,050.00. Mayor Pro Tem Minor seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-06 – AMENDING THE MASTER FEE SCHEDULE 

Attached for Council to review was a letter received from the State Building Code Council in 

regards to the increase of building permit fees. Effective July 1, 2018 existing fees were  

increased and new fees were added. The City collects the money from building permit 

applications and is required to pay the State of Washington their portion. 

 

Motion: Councilmember Silva moved to approve Resolution No. 2018-06 amending Schedule B 

Building and Permits of the Master Fee Schedule. Mayor Pro Tem Minor seconded motion. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

Fire Chief – Chris Schulte 

1. Reported he would perform a fire compliance inspection for the 4
th

 of July fireworks 

display sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce. 

 

Public Works Director – Larry Turner 

1. Sent an article to the Franklin County Graphic of a timeline with a display of current 

projects that were happening in the City of Connell.  

 

CITIZEN COMMENT/NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

 

Zahra Roach –  

Stated she was running as a candidate for Franklin County Commissioner and she hoped to work 

closely with the cities of the county as a whole. 

 

Jeffrey Robinson – 

Expressed his gratitude to the Council for the way they understand the importance of their roles. 

 

CITY COUNCIL CLOSING REMARKS 

 

Councilmember White –  

Appreciated all the learning he received during his attendance at the Association of Washington 

Cities (AWC) Annual Conference 2018.  

 

Mayor Pro Tem Minor –  

Also attended the Association of Washington Cities (AWC) Annual Conference 2018, stated he 

networked with other officials.  
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MEETING ADJOURNED 

 

There being no further business before the City Council of Connell Mayor Barrow adjourned the 

meeting at 6:59 pm. 

 

                                                                                     

ATTEST: ___________________________                          Lee Barrow, Mayor    

Marissa Ortiz, Deputy City Clerk     


