
MEETING OF THE CITY OF CONNELL, WASHINGTON 

CONNELL, FRANKLIN COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

July 3, 2017 

 

The regular semi-monthly meeting of the Connell City Council was called to order by Mayor 

Blackwell at 6:03 pm in the City Hall and was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

PRESENT:     Mayor Bruce Blackwell, Mayor Pro Tem Monty Huber, and Councilmembers: 

Ray Minor and Joe Escalera. 

 

ABSENT:       Councilmembers: Rhonda Quinton and Kathie Silva. 

 

STAFF:     City Administrator Maria Peña, Public Works Director Larry Turner, City 

Clerk/Treasurer Rose Courneya, Police Chief Chris Turner, City Attorney Dan 

Hultgrenn and Accounting Clerks: Marissa Ortiz and Ivan Barragan.  

 

VISITORS:     Franklin County Graphic; Katherine Bingham Trowbridge. Citizens; Sterling 

Joyner and Jorge Ortiz. 

  

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

Mayor Bruce Blackwell presented correspondence to Council: 

 

Two notices of pending short plat approvals and a conditional use permit application from the 

Franklin Co. Planning and Building Department. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

Motion: Mayor Pro Tem Huber moved to approve the Consent Calendar as listed. 

a) Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting June 19, 2017 

b) Accounts payable 7/03/17 for $80,038.57 

c) Check Register 6/27/17 for $195.17 

d) Payroll Register 6/15/17-6/20/17 for $62,633.84 

              Councilmember Escalera seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

CONNELL UNIVERSITY PRESENTATION  

 

City Clerk/Treasurer Rose Courneya delivered a Connell University power point presentation to 

educate those in attendance about the Connell Clerk/Treasurer Department. She introduced the 

staff and presented the department’s mission statement along with the day to day operations of 

the department. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA  

 

Motion: Councilmember Minor moved to approve the agenda as presented. Mayor Pro Tem 

Huber seconded motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  
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ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 

MEETING RECESSED 

 

Mayor Blackwell recessed the regular council meeting at 6:15 pm to go into executive session 

for 15 minutes to discuss with legal counsel potential litigation. 

City Administrator Maria Peña invited Public Works Director Larry Turner to join the session. 

 

MEETING RECONVENED 

 

Mayor Blackwell called the regular council meeting back to order at 6:31 pm. 

 

BNSF PIPELINE LICENSE 

Attached for Council’s review and approval was the pipeline license agreement between BNSF 

Railway Company and the City of Connell. This agreement was necessary in order for staff to 

continue with the waterline project on West Franklin across the rail corridor. The license fee was 

$4,443 and a separate policy for Railroad Protective Liability Insurance was required with an 

additional fee of $1,150. If the agreement, fees and insurance were not returned within 60 days 

there would be an additional cost of $1,600 for processing. 

 

Motion: Mayor Pro Tem Huber moved to approve and authorize the Mayor to sign the Pipeline 

License Agreement with BNSF Railway Company. Councilmember Minor seconded motion.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

AMENDMENT TO PURCHASE AND SALE AGREEMENT-LOTS ADJACENT TO TENNIS 

COURT 

Previously the Council approved the purchase and sale agreement of the lots adjacent to the 

City’s tennis court. The original agreement provided that the close of escrow should occur no 

later than July 15
th, 

2017. City Administrator Maria Peña was approached by Mr. Ortiz, the 

buyer. He expressed that he needed additional time to complete the purchase of the lots and 

requested the agreement be extended until December 1, 2017. City Administrator Peña stated 

Mr. Ortiz had provided the $5,000 earnest money deposit to the City Attorney’s office. She 

provided the amendment to the purchase and sale agreement for Council’s review and 

discussion. 

  

Motion: Mayor Pro Tem Huber moved to approve the amendment to the purchase and sale 

agreement extended until December 1, 2017. Councilmember Escalera seconded motion.  

Motion carried unanimously.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 2017-12 SETTING HEARING DATE FOR ALLEY VACATE AT 

HERITAGE PARK 

The City of Connell had been working with the Connell Heritage Museum on the purchase of 

additional land. City Administrator Maria Peña stated in order to complete the transaction the 

City would need to vacate a portion of the alley. An attached map was provided with the legal 

description which indicated the area to be sold as well as the area that needed to be vacated. The 

first step in initiating the vacation process was to adopt a resolution fixing a time for a public  
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hearing. The attached resolution provided for Council to set the public hearing for August 7
th

, 

2017 at the Regular Council Meeting. 

 

Motion: Councilmember Minor moved to approve Resolution No. 2017-12 setting forth the 

City’s intent to vacate an unopened right-of-way.  Mayor Pro Tem Huber seconded motion.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

COMMITTEE / DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

 

Mayor Blackwell temporarily appointed Councilmember Ray Minor to the finance committee.  

 

There being no further business before the City Council of Connell Mayor Blackwell adjourned 

the meeting at 6:48 pm. 

 

                                                                                     

ATTEST: ___________________________                          Bruce Blackwell, Mayor    

Marissa Ortiz, Accounting Clerk     

 

 


