
MEETING OF THE CITY OF CONNELL, WASHINGTON 

CONNELL, FRANKLIN COUNTY, WASHINGTON 
 

May 5, 2014 
 

The regular semi-monthly meeting, of the City Council of the City of Connell was called to order 

by the Mayor at 6:00 pm in the City Hall and was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
  

ROLL CALL 
 

PRESENT: Mayor Bruce Blackwell, Mayor Pro Tem Monty Huber, and Councilmember’s: Joe 

Escalera, Kathie Silva, and Ray Minor. 

 

STAFF: City Attorney Heidi Ellerd, City Administrator Jed Crowther, Fire Chief Chris 

Schulte, Police Chief Chris Turner, and City Clerk/Treasurer Maria Peña.  
 

VISITORS: Kathy Bingham, Franklin County Graphic; Sharon Sellereite, Aging & Long Term 

Care, Ken Sellereite, Connell Keenagers; Christine Robertson, Carrie Adams, Red 

Waggin Rescue; Heather Zurcher, Kara Booker, Jessica Hawkins, Madeline 

Clawson, Melody Davidson, Courtney Colclasure, Alena Zurcher, Miss Connell 

Program; Pam Moon, Citizen &Business Owner; Cindy Welch, citizen & Red 

Waggin’ Rescue; Gary Walton, Ciitizen-Dog Rescue; and Pat Barrera, Connell 

Citizen. 

APPOINTMENTS 

Park Board Appointment postponed. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 

1) Port of Pasco-Thanked council for the letter of support for the Airport Expansion Project. 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

Motion: Councilmember Quinton moved to approve the Consent Calendar as presented.  

a) Minutes of the  Regular Council meeting April 21, 2014 

b) Accounts Payable 5/5/2014 for $42,660.48 

c) Payroll Register 4/30-5/5/2014 for $79,795.25 

    Councilmember Escalera seconded motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  

 

CITIZEN COMMENT/NON – AGENDA ITEMS 

The 2014 Miss Connell Program representatives:  Jessica Hawkins, Madeline Clawson, Courtney 

Colclasure, Alena Zurcher, and Melody Davidson introduced themselves to Councilmembers. 

They explained the parade schedule, the float, the promotion of the City of Connell’s Fall Festival, 

and thanked council for their support of the Miss Connell Program. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

Motion: Councilmember Quinton moved to approve the Agenda as presented. Mayor Pro Tem    

Huber seconded motion.  Motion carried unanimously.   
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ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 

AGING & LONG TERM CARE ADVISORY BOARD 

 Sharon Sellerite served on the Aging & Long Term Care Board. May was Older Americans 

Month.  Mrs. Sellerite asked Councilmembers to approve the Mayor to sign a proclamation 

proclaiming the month of May as Older Americans Month.  The proclamation was to 

recognize older Americans contributions to the community and also recognize the 

challenges older Americans face staying in their homes.   

 

Motion: Councilmember Quinton moved to approve the Mayor to sign the Older Americans 

Month 2014 Proclamation. Councilmember Escalera seconded motion.  Motion carried 

unanimously.   
 

RED WAGGIN RESCUE SERVICE 

 The Red Waggin pet rescue group explained the efforts of the group to provide a  humane 

policy for the homeless animals of Connell.  Many hours have been spent by Carrie Adams 

and the Red Waggin group to raise funds to fix up the City’s pound.  In addition, the group 

has taken on the daily care of the homeless animals, provided vet services, and adoption 

services.  

 The Red Waggin pet rescue charges the city $75.00 for each dog they take.  The cost of 

euthanasia of a dog ranges from $40 to $85 so the group was simply asking 

Councilmembers to approve an agreement to pay the rescue group to find homes for these 

animals instead of paying to euthanatize them. The group has been working with the City 

since 2010 and would like to continue working with the City to provide services for 

homeless animals. 

 Pam Moon thanked the Red Waggin Rescue for all their hard work. Mrs. Moon stated that 

Carrie Adams has a great passion for the work she does with the animals. She would like 

council to continue to work with Carrie Adams and the Red Waggin group. 

 Gary Walton spoke on behalf of keeping the pet rescue group. Mr. Walton would like 

council members to look at the costs associated with these homeless animals.   

 Cindy Welch was a big fan of Carrie Adam’s work and would like to see Councilmembers  

 Continue supporting the rescue work. 

 Councilmembers held discussion and the following was heard: 

    1) Appreciation for the efforts of the Pet Rescue group. 

    2) Could the group help with cats in the city? 

    3) Funds to run the program for cats were not available. 

    4) Does Connell have cat traps?  

    5) How much would it cost for cats to be in the rescue program? 

    6) How many animals are handled per month? 

    7) New Police Officer/Animal control person should help with dogs. 

    8) Group told to keep up the good work. 

 Council consensus was to bring back contract for Councilmembers approval. 

 

Unfinished Business: Bring back a contract between the City of Connell and the Red Waggin    

             Rescue group. 
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CONNELL SWIM TEAM 

 City Administrator Jed Crowther explained the swim team fee was currently set at $15.00 

 per person per year for the use of the pool only.  In addition, there was a secondary swim  

 team fee to buy supplies which brought the total swim team fee to $60 per person.  Last 

 year, participation declined substantially, which might be attributed to the high swim team 

 fees.  Changes have been made to reduce costs and allow for more participation. A 

 resolution was being  presented to council to approve a flat fee of $25.00 per  person, 

 which would include use of the pool, goggles and a cap. Staff’s recommendation was 

 for council to approve Resolution No.2014-06 setting swim team fees at $25.00 per person. 

 

Motion: Councilmember Silva moved to adopt Resolution No. 2014-06 amending Schedule D-

Parks & Recreation. Mayor Pro Tem Huber seconded motion.  Motion carried 

unanimously.   

  

HVAC REPLACEMENT AT CITY HALL 

 Mayor Blackwell told Councilmembers the roof-top heat pumps have failed at city hall. An 

 evaluation and estimate was performed by Campbell & Company. Options were to repair 

 old system for $3000 or replace old unit for $8,050 plus tax. Other competitive bids will be 

 sought.  

 

Motion: Councilmember Escalera moved to replace heat pump, at a cost not to exceed $8,694. 

Councilmember Silva seconded motion.  Motion carried unanimously.   

 

ENERGY EFFICIENCY GRANT 

 

Motion: Councilmember Quinton moved to defer to a later date.  Councilmember Escalera 

seconded motion.  Motion carried unanimously.   

 

Unfinished Business: Bring back to next council meeting. 

  

   

   COMMITTEE / DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR- Jed Crowther 

 1) Reported Allyson Reimers was hired as the Pool Manager.  

            2) Interviews for the lifeguards were scheduled. 

 3) A Council workshop needed to be set up to talk about rules and goals. 
 

CLERK/TREASURER DEPARTMENT – Clerk /Treasurer Maria Pena 

 1) Reschedule the Finance Meeting for May. 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT – Fire Chief Chris Schulte 

 1) Working on scheduling a drill for the Coyote Ridge Correctional Center.  

 2) Woody Debris Program- Have 50% of work done. 

 3)  City received a grant for $30,000 for an integrated air fill from CHS (Grain Growers in 

      Connell) 
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POLICE DEPARTMENT – Police Chief Chris Turner 

  1) Getting police officers back up to a compliant status. 

  2) Have a couple of officers going to be off of work. 
 

 

                          MEETING ADJOURNED 

 There being no further business before the City Council of Connell, Mayor Blackwell adjourned 

the meeting at 7:30 pm. 

 

 

 

                                                                                       

ATTEST: ___________________________   Bruce Blackwell, Mayor  

Rose Courneya, Deputy Clerk-Treasurer       


