
MEETING OF THE CITY OF CONNELL, WASHINGTON 

CONNELL, FRANKLIN COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 

February 21, 2017 

 

The regular semi-monthly, meeting of the Connell City Council was called to order by Mayor 

Blackwell at 6:00 pm in the City Hall and was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

PRESENT:     Mayor Bruce Blackwell, Councilmember’s: Mayor Pro Tem Huber, Ray Minor, 

Rhonda Quinton, Joe Escalera and Attorney Heidi Ellerd.  

 

EXCUSED:    Councilmember Quinton moved to excuse Councilmember Silva. Mayor Pro Tem 

Huber seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

STAFF:        City Administrator Maria Peña, Public Works Director Larry Turner, City Clerk 

Treasurer Rose Courneya, Fire Chief Chris Schulte and Police Chief Chris 

Turner. 

 

VISITORS:     Franklin County Graphic; Katherine Bingham Trowbridge.  

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

Motion: Councilmember Minor moved to approve the Consent Calendar as listed: 

a) Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting February 6, 2017 

b) Accounts Payable February 21, 2017 for $70,077.27 

c) Payroll Register 2/15/17-2/20/17 for $58,209.04 

             Mayor Pro Tem Huber seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Motion: Councilmember Quinton moved to approve the agenda. Councilmember Escalera 

seconded motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  

 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 

UPDATE ON WATER PROJECTS  

Public Works Director Larry Turner reported an update on water projects and the future of Well 

#6. Mr. Turner informed Council that the City had received a loan from DWSRF to put in a new 

well. He addressed the issues with Well #6 currently located at the old Elementary School 

grounds. The well had been shut down due to nitrate levels. In seeking plans to fix that issue they 

discovered that it was drilled crooked. For that reason, the current well could not be fixed and 

they would need to re drill or relocate the well. He continued to explain that at the beginning of 

the process they had considered locating the well at the same location at about twenty to twenty-

five feet away from the current well site but the contamination issue could continue. Mr. Turner 

suggested to move and put in the new well at a completely new site on City owned property 

located at the 3-million-gallon reservoir area. He mentioned that the location had a private well  
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located near the area. Mr. Turner would meet with the City Engineers Anderson Perry to do a 

site review and look at the best possible places to put a well. He would than give Council an 

update. 

 

Mr. Turner discussed and presented a slide presentation of the flooding event that occurred in 

Connell on February 16, 2017. He stated that Mayor Blackwell had declared a city wide 

emergency which allowed the City of Connell to receive the necessary assistance to respond to 

the declared emergency.  Resolution 2017-01 of this declaration was asked for Council’s 

approval.  

 

Motion: Councilmember Quinton moved to authorize the Mayor to sign Resolution 2017-01 

declaring a city-wide emergency. Councilmember Escalera seconded motion.  Motion carried 

unanimously.  

 

RENEWAL OF AGREEMENT FOR USE OF FRANKLIN COUNTY JAIL FACILITIES 

Police Chief Chris Turner informed the Council that Franklin County Sherriff’s Office had 

notified him and stated that the previous jail contract had expired and a State Audit review had 

led with a new rate. The previous contract’s daily prisoner incarceration rate was $45 a day. The 

Sherriff’s Office drafted a new agreement with a new rate at $62 a day with the addition of a $45 

booking fee. Chief Turner provided the contract for Council’s review and approval. 

 

Motion: Councilmember Minor moved to approve the Mayor to sign the Agreement for use of 

Franklin County Jail Facilities. Councilmember Quinton seconded motion.  Motion carried 

unanimously. Mayor Pro Tem Huber excused himself from vote. 

 

HOTEL/MOTEL 2017 ALLOCATIONS 

Council was presented with the following recommendations from the Hotel/Motel Committee 

which met on February 10, 2017.  

 

The Hotel/Motel Committee recommended the following. 

 

1) Chamber of Commerce 1,000 (Committee recommended $1000)   

 

2) Coulee Corridor Consortium requested $500 (Committee Recommended $500)                                                

 

3) Columbia Basin Junior Livestock requested $600 (Committee recommended $600)   

 

4) Miss Connell Scholarship Program requested $4,500 (Committee recommended $4,500)  

 

5) Fall Festival requested $3,500 (Committee recommended $3,500)     

 

6) Connell Community Club $2,500 (Committee recommended $400)  

 

7) City of Connell requested $2,640 (Committee recommended $2,640)     

 

8) Downtown Development $1,500 (Committee recommended $1,500)  
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9) Chamber of Commerce $2,500 (fireworks) (Committee recommended $0) 

 

The committee recommended allocating $14,640.00 for tourism expenditures out of the 

Hotel/Motel Fund. 

 

Motion: Councilmember Mayor Pro Tem Huber moved to allocate the 2017 Hotel/Motel 

expenditures as recommended by the Hotel/Motel Committee. Councilmember Minor seconded 

motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  

 

SALES TAX INCREASE FOR TBD – DISCUSSION 

City Administrator Maria Peña informed the Councilmembers that it had been almost a year 

since they had established a Transportation Benefit District and it was time to think once again 

about how future road projects would be funded. She continued to explain that it was decided 

that the General Fund should not support the Street Fund with interfund transfers. For this 

reason, the money was reallocated from the Street Reserve to the Street Operations to cover 

operations and maintenance. The City currently had a street reserve over $400,000 and $247,000 

of those funds were designated as matching funds for future street projects. The Street Reserve 

had gained approximately $25,000 in 2016. Staff had presented an ordinance the previous year to 

establish an annual vehicle license fee that was not approved. Former City Administrator 

Crowther had presented Council with information in regards to funding the TBD with a sales tax 

increase. City Administrator Peña stated she believed a .2% sales tax increase would generate 

roughly $50,000 in additional revenue for the streets. The tax would not be imposed for a period 

exceeding ten years. 

Consensus of the Council was for staff to proceed with placing the sales tax on the ballot. 

 

COMMITTEE / DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR- Maria Peña  

1) Announced Police Chief Turner would be presenting for the next Connell University 

    taking place at our next Regular Council meeting on March 20, 2017. 

 

CITY COUNCIL CLOSING REMARKS  

 
Councilmember’s Remarks  

1) Thanked Public Works staff for all their hard work.  

4) Expressed appreciation to staff for the budget book. 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

 

There being no further business before the City Council of Connell Mayor Blackwell adjourned 

the meeting at 7:38 pm. 

 

                                                                                     

ATTEST: ___________________________                          Bruce Blackwell, Mayor    

Marissa Canales, Accounting Clerk     

 

 


