
MEETING OF THE CITY OF CONNELL, WASHINGTON 

CONNELL, FRANKLIN COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

February 20, 2018 

 

The regular semi-monthly meeting of the Connell City Council was called to order by Mayor 

Barrow at 6:00 pm in the City Hall and was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

PRESENT:     Mayor Lee Barrow and Councilmembers: Mayor Pro Tem Ray Minor, John 

White, Patricia Barrera and Joe Escalera. 

 

EXCUSED:    Councilmember Escalera moved to excuse Councilmember Kathie Silva. 

Councilmember Barrera seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

STAFF:     City Administrator Maria Peña, Public Works Director Larry Turner, Police Chief 

Chris Turner, Accounting Clerk Marissa Ortiz, Fire Chief Chris Schulte and City 

Attorney Dan Hultgrenn. 

 

APPOINTMENTS 

 

Mayor Lee Barrow appointed Bruce Blackwell to the Planning Commission and Heidi Shattuck 

to the Tree Advisory Board.  

 

Motion: Councilmember White moved to appoint Bruce Blackwell to the Planning Commission 

and Heidi Shattuck to the Tree Advisory Board. Mayor Pro Tem Minor seconded motion.  

Motion carried unanimously.  

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

Motion: Mayor Pro Tem Minor moved to approve the consent calendar as presented: 

a) Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting February 5, 2018  

b) Accounts payable February 20, 2018 for $72,100.82 

c) Payroll Register 1/31/18-2/05/18 for $92,159.22 

              Councilmember Barrera seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA  

 

Motion: Mayor Pro Tem Minor moved to approve the agenda as presented. Councilmember 

Barrera seconded motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  

 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 

HOTEL/MOTEL ALLOCATIONS 

Council was presented with the following recommendations from the Hotel/Motel Committee 

which met on January 29, 2018. 

 

The Hotel/Motel Committee recommended the following: 
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1. Connell Festival/GCACC requested $3,500.00 (recommended $3,500). 

2. Connell Community Club requested $1,000.00 (recommended $1,000.00). 

3. Connell Community Float/Miss Scholarship Program requested $4,500.00 (recommended 

$4,500.00). 

4. Columbia Basin Jr. Livestock Show requested $1,250.00 (recommended $1,250.00). 

5. Coulee Corridor Consortium requested $500.00 (recommended $500.00). 

6. November Harvest Festival (Wine & Brew)/GCACC requested $1,000.00 (recommended 

$1,000.00).  

 

The committee recommended allocating $11,750.00 for tourism expenditures out of the 

Hotel/Motel Fund. 

 

Motion: Councilmember Barrera moved to allocate the 2018 Hotel/Motel expenditures as 

recommended by the Hotel/Motel Committee. Mayor Pro Tem Minor seconded motion. Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

PARK BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS-PIONEER PARK BASKETBALL COURT 

City Administrator Maria Peña presented Council with a recommendation from the Park Board. 

The Park Board held a meeting on February 13
th

, 2018 and heard a presentation from Judy 

Booker. Mrs. Booker requested the support of the Park Board for the construction of a basketball 

court at Pioneer Park. The court would be full size, 70’x 80’ with four hoops. The proposed site 

was the sand lot area, previously used for volley ball and dancing horses during the Fall Festival. 

The Park Board had expressed that a basketball court could get used almost year round whereas 

the sand lot area had been used once a year. The recommendation from the Park Board to the 

Council was to approve the construction of a basketball court at Pioneer Park with the City 

providing 50% of the cost and the community providing for the other 50%. Mrs. Booker 

addressed Council and stated she had been actively seeking community support and had received 

a lot of positive feedback. She mentioned Pioneer Park was the only park in the City that did not 

have a basketball court. Public Works staff would oversee the construction of the project. The 

approximate cost for the entire project was $30,000.  

 

City Attorney Dan Hultgrenn specified the legal requirements the City would need to take into 

consideration. Any contractors working on the project would need to comply with prevailing 

wages on labor and a small works bid process would need to be done for the project. 

 

Councilmembers held discussion.  

 

Councilmember White abstained from voting 

 

Motion: Mayor Pro Tem Minor moved to approve the construction of a basketball court at 

Pioneer Park with the City providing 50% of the cost not to exceed $15,000 and the community 

providing for the other 50%. Councilmember Escalera seconded motion. Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

DEVIATION REQUEST-JEREMY TURNER 

City Administrator Maria Peña stated she received a request from Connell resident Jeremy 

Turner in regards to Parcel No. 106664805. Mr. Turner requested a deviation from CMC  
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16.16.200 Lots-Access in regards to a street that he would need to construct to access a new 

house he wanted to build. He planned to short plat into two parcels and be allowed to access his 

new home from a side gravel road that would extend from the existing gravel road extending 

from N. Ephrata. The paved portion of N. Ephrata ends just prior to his property. 

 

City Attorney Dan Hutlgrenn stated an irrevocable permanent easement of record to the parcel 

could be done then a deviation would not be needed.  

 

This request was tabled and no action was required. 

 

TASK ORDER TIB CONSULTANT AGREEMENT - S. COLUMBIA SIDEWALK 

Public Works Director Larry Turner requested an approval for the Task Order-Consultant 

Agreement from Anderson Perry & Associates, Inc. The agreement was required by the 

Transportation Improvement Board and was attached for Council to review. The agreement 

coincided with the Task Order for the Columbia Basin Health Association TIB funded sidewalk 

project. The project would put in a sidewalk from Hwy 260 along the West side of South 

Columbia Ave. to connect to CBHA. Mr. Turner confirmed the project would begin in the 

summer of 2018. 

 

Motion: Mayor Pro Tem Minor moved to approve Task Order/Consultant Agreement for the 

South Columbia Ave. sidewalk project. Councilmember White seconded motion. Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

CONNELL WELCOME CENTER/REST STOP 

City Administrator Maria Peña gave an update on the Port of Pasco economic development 

project. The port would make a final decision on how the allocated money would be spent at 

their March 8
th

 board meeting. They requested letters of support from the City and the Chamber. 

 

They narrowed their selection to two possibilities: 

 Connell Welcome Center/Rest Stop 

 Purchase of downtown building 

 

The site proposed for the Connell Welcome Center/Rest Stop was the abandoned railway 

property on Columbia Ave between East Ash and East Birch. The vision was that a welcome 

center/visitor center be built and would include bathrooms and an information center. The parcel 

considered was adjacent to a parcel currently owned by the City. The property owners 

approached the City in the past about selling the land. The City was waiting to hear back from 

the property owners as to whether the parcel was still available for purchase. The City’s parcel 

had been designated as a future walking path. The walking path would provide a trail from 

Heritage Park to Pioneer Park.  Using a train depot design for the Center would tie in with the 

history of Connell. City Administrator Peña provided a drawing of what was envisioned for the 

walking path as well as a picture of a visitor center. She stated that grants were available for the 

City to apply for and it would help with the construction of the walking path. The City was 

working with the railroad to acquire adjacent parcels to be able to complete the path in the future. 

City Administrator Peña requested direction from Council whether to proceed moving forward. 
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Motion: Councilmember White moved to proceed forward with further research on the Port of 

Pasco economic development project. Mayor Pro Tem Minor seconded motion. Motion carried 

unanimously. 

  

CITIZEN COMMENT/NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

 

Kathy Trowbridge expressed her support regarding the welcome center/rest stop project on 

behalf of the Connell Downtown Development Association.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

Mayor Barrow announced a letter was received from Anderson Perry & Associates offering a 

$750.00 Scholarship to a Connell High School student. 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

 

There being no further business before the City Council of Connell Mayor Barrow adjourned the 

meeting at 7:13 pm. 

 

                                                                                     

ATTEST: ___________________________                          Lee Barrow, Mayor    

Marissa Ortiz, Accounting Clerk     

 

 


