
MEETING OF THE CITY OF CONNELL, WASHINGTON 

CONNELL, FRANKLIN COUNTY, WASHINGTON 
 

October 19, 2015 
 

The regular semi-monthly meeting, of the City Council of the City of Connell was called to order 

by Mayor Blackwell at 6:00 pm in the City Hall and was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
  

ROLL CALL 
 

PRESENT: Mayor Bruce Blackwell, Mayor Pro Tem Monty Huber, and Councilmember’s: Joe 

Escalera, Kathie Silva, Rhonda Quinton and Ray Minor. 

 

STAFF: City Attorney Dan Hultgrenn , City Administrator Jed Crowther, Police Chief Chris 

Turner, Public Works Director Larry Turner, Fire Chief Chris Schulte, and 

Clerk/Treasurer Maria Peña. 
 

VISITORS: Kathy Bingham, Franklin County Graphic:  Jake Hollopeter, Anderson Perry; John 

Lindner, Business Owner; Citizens: Manny Choi, David Gribble, and Robert 

McCurry. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 Helen Tobin invited everyone to the Mid Columbia Library’s 50th Celebration. 

  

CONSENT CALENDAR 

Motion: Councilmember Quinton moved to approve the Consent Calendar as listed. 
a) Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting October 5, 2015 

b) Minutes of the Town Hall Meeting October 12, 2015 

c) Accounts Payable October 19, 2015 for $ 117,628.25 

   Councilmember Escalera seconded motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 

  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Motion:    Councilmember Silva moved to approve the Agenda as presented. 

    Councilmember Minor seconded motion.  Motion carried unanimously.   

 

PUBLIC HEARING –Revenue Sources and Property Taxes 

 

 Mayor Blackwell recessed the regular meeting at 6:03 pm and opened a Public Hearing       

for the purpose of considering Revenue Sources and Property Taxes. 

  

            STAFF REPORT: The 2016 Ad Valorem Property Tax Ordinance No. 958-2015 was 

presented to Councilmember’s for review. The ordinance sets the dollar amount of 

the increase over the actual levy amount from the previous year at $4,425.46 which 

was an increase of 1%. The number did not include additional revenue resulting 

from new construction or property improvements.  Clerk/Treasurer Maria Peña 

reviewed the revenue sources for the 2016 Preliminary Budget with 

Councilmember’s.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: None Heard  
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 COUNCILMEMBERS COMMENT PORTION OF THE HEARING:  None Heard 

  

 Mayor Blackwell closed the hearing and opened regular meeting at 6:13 pm. 

  

Motion:    Councilmember Silva moved to approve Ordinance No. 958-2015 setting the 2016 Ad 

    Valorem General Property Taxes.   Councilmember Minor seconded motion.  Motion   

    carried unanimously.  

 

  2016 WATER AND SEWER RATES AND MASTER FEE SCHEDULE 

The FCS Groups recommendation for water and sewer rates for 2016 was to increase the water 

rates 3% and sewer rates 3%.  Councilmember’s directed staff to bring a resolution back to the 

next council meeting for adoption.   

 

Motion:    Councilmember Minor moved to Adopt Resolution No. 2015-15 amending Schedule I-                        

Water and Schedule H-Sewer of the Master Fee Schedule. Mayor Pro Tem Huber 

seconded   motion.  Motion  carried unanimously.  

 

  2015 BUDGET AMENDMENT DISCUSSION 

In order to receive the Homeland Security Grant, it is proposed that the 2015 Fiscal Year     

Budget be modified to provide for an increase in revenues and expenditures to the General 

Fund for the Police Department Radio Equipment.  The Amendment was for Councils review 

only.  It would be brought back to the next council meeting for adoption. 

 

  POLICE RADIO GRANT, DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 

City Attorney Dan Hultgrenn represented both the City of Connell and the Port of Pasco who 

was the principal recipient of the Homeland Radio Grant for $634,000.  Therefore a Waiver of 

Conflict of Interest needed to be signed between the Port of Pasco and the City of Connell.  

The Grant Agreement also had several requirements for all parities to comply with. 

  

Motion:    Councilmember Quinton moved to approve Waiver of Conflict of Interest, between the     

Port of Pasco and the City of Connell. Councilmember Escalera seconded motion.  

Motion carried unanimously.  

 

Motion:    Councilmember Silva moved to approve acceptance of Department of Homeland 

Security Grant, Subrecipient Grant Agreement No. EMW2015-PU-00175-S01, and 

authorize Mayor Blackwell to sign all associated documents.  Councilmember Quinton 

seconded motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  

 

  ANDERSON-PERRY UPDATE 

City Administrator Jed Crowther stated the Task Orders were in line with the 2015 Budgeted 

projects. Jake Hollopeter from Anderson Perry provided updated information on project 

within Connell. Mr. Hollopeter answered questions and spoke on the Water System Plan 

Update, Wastewater Treatment Facilities Plan, General Engineering Services, and Well No. 6 

Project Report. The Department of Health required the City to update the water plan every 6 

years. 
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Councilmember Minor moved to approve Task Order between City of Connell and Anderson-

Perry & Associates, Inc., for Water System Plan Update, Engineering Services, in an amount 

not to exceed $45,000. Councilmember Quinton seconded motion.  Motion carried 

unanimously.  

 

Councilmember Minor moved to approve Task Order between City of Connell and Anderson-

Perry & Associates, Inc., for Wastewater Treatment Facilities Plan for Maintaining Adequate 

Capacity, Engineering Services, in an amount not to exceed $30,000. Councilmember 

Quinton seconded motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  

 

Councilmember Minor moved to approve Task Order between City of Connell and Anderson-

Perry & Associates, Inc., for General Engineering Services, in an amount not to exceed 

$8,000.  Councilmember Quinton seconded motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  

 

Councilmember Minor moved to approve Task Order between City of Connell and Anderson-

Perry & Associates, Inc., for Well No. 6 Project Report, Engineering Services, in an amount 

not to exceed $11,860. Councilmember Quinton seconded motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  

 

  2016 BUDGET DISCUSSION-BASIN DISPOSAL 

City Administrator Crowther reviewed the following information related to the 2016 

Preliminary Budget:  

1) Creating a Transportation Benefit District-to establish car tab fees to be 

dedicated to the Streets Fund. 

2) Redirect Gas Tax Fee Proceeds to Street Fund (for Operation costs) rather than 

Street Improvement Reserve.  

3) Evaluate Solid Waste Sanitation Options-Pros and Cons of keeping the 

Sanitation billing or turning the sanitation bill back to the contracted company –

Basin Disposal Inc. 

Mr. Crowther advised Councilmember’s of the projected shortfall of over $281,000.00 in the 

General Fund. City Staff was asking Councilmember for direction on the 2016 budget. 

Discussion was held and the following were heard: 

1) What would be needed to put the natural gas tax into the Street Fund instead 

of the Street Improvement Reserve? 

2) It would be a good way to help the General Fund.  General Fund would not 

be transferring funds to the Street Fund. 

3) How much would changing the natural gas tax allocation help the General 

Fund?  

4) Council’s consensus was to change the natural gas tax 

5) Why the cost for dues and subscriptions? 

6) One Councilmember wanted to Table budget discussion until next meeting. 

7)  Pool Closure-don’t want to close pool-keep open with changes-Has Park   

Board met to discuss pool?  Maybe cut pool slides  

8)  Pool totals were shared with councilmember’s  

9) Does City want to continue 24-hour Police coverage? 

10)  What would the car tabs help-street fund 

11)  Councilmember Special Projects $10,000 –remove from 2016 Budget 

12)  What are the Recreation Services costs? Raise rates? 
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          Discussion was held and the following were heard (Continued) 

 

13)  Community Center rates review? 

14)  What could be cut out of each department? 

15)  Do we need a new Police Car? 

16)  Small tools and Equipment-how much is really needed 

17)  Fire Department getting reimbursed from Franklin County Fire District 

18)  Sanitation billing discussion-City has contract with Basin Disposal, Inc. 

19)  Consensus was let Basin Disposal take over sanitation billing 

20)  Park Department -$12,000 –Could it be cut? 

21)  Remove the Grand Coulee advertising expense. 

22)  Can we afford to have a Park & Recreation Director all year? 

 

 

Citizen Bob McCurry asked if scope of service for sanitation would be the same. Services 

would be the same. Only difference would be citizens would get a bill every two months, 

instead of every month.  

 

Business Owner John Lindner-have each department head cut 10% from their budget. 

Police department should cut out one Police Officer.  Could a fund raiser be done for pool? 

Mr. Lindner asked about a long term goals for budgets in the future. 

 

Citizen Helen Tobin-4 years ago she was the leader in the save the pool and parks 

campaign and yet here we are again with pool & park finance issues.  Pool covers were 

purchased but are not being used.   

 

Special Council Meeting set for October 26, 2015 at 6:00 pm.  

Park Board Meeting set for October 27, 2015 at 7:00 pm. 

 

    STAFF REPORT 

 

Clerk/Treasurer Maria Peña handled out month financial reports. 

  

  

MEETING ADJOURNED 

 

 There being no further business before the City Council of Connell, Mayor Blackwell adjourned 

the meeting at 8:49 pm. 

 

                                                                                       

ATTEST: ___________________________   Bruce Blackwell, Mayor  

Rose Courneya, Deputy Clerk-Treasurer       


