
MEETING OF THE CITY OF CONNELL, WASHINGTON 

CONNELL, FRANKLIN COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 

January 3, 2017 

 

The regular semi-monthly, meeting of the Connell City Council was called to order by Mayor 

Blackwell at 6:00 pm in the City Hall and was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

PRESENT:     Mayor Bruce Blackwell, Mayor Pro Tem Monty Huber, and Councilmember’s: 

Ray Minor, Rhonda Quinton, and Joe Escalera.  

 

EXCUSED:    Councilmember Escalera moved to excuse Councilmember Silva. Councilmember 

Quinton seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously 

 

STAFF:        City Administrator Maria Peña, Accounting Clerk Marissa Canales, 

Building/Planning Clerk Sterling Joyner, Police Chief Chris Turner, and Attorney 

Dan Hultgrenn. 

 

VISITORS:     Franklin County Graphic; Katherine Bingham Trowbridge, Citizen; John Linder  

 

CORRESPONDENCE/PRESENTATIONS/APPOINTMENTS 

 

Mayor Blackwell announced that the City of Connell had presented Darrell Ferguson who was 

unable to attend with a clock and a certificate of appreciation as a member of the Planning 

Commission Committee for eleven years. Mr. Ferguson recently resigned due to relocating to the 

City of Prosser. 

 

APPOINTMENTS 

 

     Name Committee  Re/Appointed             Expires 

 Casey Hart Planning Commission    1/3/2017 12/31/2022 

 Manuel Galvez  Tree Advisory    1/3/2017 12/31/2019 

 

 

Motion:  Councilmember Quinton moved to approve the appointments as presented. Mayor Pro 

Tem Huber seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

    

     Name Committee  Re/Appointed             Expires 

          Burl Booker   Hotel/Motel    1/3/2017 12/31/2017 

 Casey Hart Hotel/Motel    1/3/2017 12/31/2017 

 Jim Paul Hotel/Motel    1/3/2017 12/31/2017      

 Jay Patel Hotel/Motel    1/3/2017 12/31/2017  

  

Motion:  Mayor Pro Tem Huber moved to make the appointments as presented.     

               Councilmember Quinton seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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CONSENT CALENDAR 

Motion: Councilmember Minor moved to approve the Consent Calendar as listed: 

a) Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting December 19, 2016 

b) Accounts Payable December 30, 2016 for $28,614.68 

c) Accounts Payable January 3, 2017 for $15,039.15 

d) Payroll Register 12/15/16-12/20/16 for $55,204.16 

             Councilmember Escalera seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Motion: Councilmember Quinton moved to approve the agenda. Mayor Pro Tem Huber 

seconded motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  

 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 

EXCUTIVE SESSION 

City Administrator Maria Peña requested a ten minute executive session.   

 

MEETING RECESSED 

 

Mayor Blackwell recessed the regular meeting at 6:05 pm to go into Executive session for 10 

minutes to discuss with Council and legal counsel litigation or potential litigation. 

 

MEETING RECONVENED 

 

Mayor Blackwell called the regular meeting back to order at 6:15 pm. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING-REVISIONS TO CMC TITLE 8 ANIMALS & TITLE 17 ZONING  
Mayor Blackwell opened a Public Hearing at 6:15 pm for the purpose of considering a 

recommendation from the Planning Commission. 
 

STAFF REPORT: 

City Administrator Maria Peña informed Council that the purpose for the attached code revisions 

to CMC Title 8 Animals and Title 17 Zoning, as recommended by the Planning Commission, 

were to add clarity and consistency between the two titles due to the potential conflict in regards 

to animals. City Administrator Peña continued to address the Council and state that in 2006 a 

hearing process took place and a decision was made. The City prohibited the keeping of fowl 

within the City limits. In 2012 amendments were made to city zoning but in Ag zoning, poultry 

raising was still allowed as well as in Rural Residential.  This attempt for revisions was to correct 

those inconsistencies. Staff did some more work and held more meetings with the Planning 

Commission. Then one more Public Hearing meeting was held December 12, 2016 with the 

Planning Commission. Staff had issued a new SEPA environmental checklist and a new 

determination of nonsignificance.  Correspondence was received by Mr. Pat Munyan who was 

against the changes proposed. Mr. Munyan later followed up with a letter which City 

Administrator Peña provided for Council. She continued and read through the changes to clarify 

the actual recommendations made by the Planning Commission.  
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COUNCILMEMBERS COMMENT PORTION OF THE HEARING:  
Mayor Pro Tem Huber stated the ordinances were outdated and needed to be revised. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: No public comment. 

 

Mayor Blackwell closed the Public Hearing at 6:35pm and opened the regular meeting. 

 

Motion: Councilmember Minor moved to adopt staff report, findings, and recommendations 

from the Planning Commission approving the suggested code revisions. Mayor Pro Tem Huber 

seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

  

ORDINANCE NO. 969-2017 TEXT AMENDMENT TITLE 8 ANIMALS 

Mayor Blackwell advised Council if they accepted the staff report he would need a motion. 

Councilmembers proceeded to approve the recommendation and adopt Ordinance No. 969-2017 

amending Title 8 Animals in the Connell Municipal Code. 

 

Motion: Mayor Pro Tem Huber moved to adopt Ordinance No. 969-2017 Amending Title 8 

Animals of the Connell Municipal Code. Councilmember Minor seconded motion. Motion 

carried unanimously. 

  

ORDINANCE NO. 970-2017 TEXT AMENDENT TITLE 17 ZONING 

Councilmembers approved and adopted Ordinance No. 970-2017 amending Title 17 Zoning. 

 

Motion: Councilmember Minor moved to adopt Ordinance No. 970-2017 Amending Title 17 

zoning of the Connell Municipal Code. Mayor Pro Tem Huber seconded motion. Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

COMMITTEE / DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR- Maria Peña 

1. Provided council with her City Administrator report. 

2. Pointed out to council that all staff reports were handed out to each one of them. 

 

CITY COUNCIL CLOSING REMARKS 

Councilmember’s Remarks 

1. Noted appreciation to the city staff for all the work that was done on code revisions.  

 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

 

There being no further business before the City Council of Connell Mayor Blackwell adjourned 

the meeting at 6:45 pm. 

 

                                                                                     

ATTEST: ___________________________                          Bruce Blackwell, Mayor    

Marissa Canales, Accounting Clerk     

 

 


