509-234-2701

P.O. Box 1200
104 E. Adams St.
Connell, WA 99326

www.cityofconnell.com
GTON

CONNEL

PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDA

Wednesday, May 27, 2026

5:30 PM
Connell City Hall
104 E. Adams St. Connell, WA

1. CALLTO ORDER

2. ROLLCALL
Robert Misener, Jerry Sackman, Ray Minor, Jack Brandt, Robert Welch

3. CONSENT CALENDAR
Minutes from April 27, 2026 meeting of Planning Commission

4. ORDER OF BUSINESS

a. Comprehensive Plan Review
-Utilities Element
-Water System Element
-Wastewater Disposal Element
-Transportation & Circulation Element

5. OTHER

Next Planning Commission Meeting: June 22, 2026.

The public is welcome and encouraged to attend this meeting. The City of Connell wishes to provide
reasonable access to all public meeting for individuals with disabilities. Please contact the City Clerk at least
three business days prior to the meeting for accommodations to be arranged.



509-234-2701

P.O. Box 1200

104 E. Adams St.
Connell, WA 99326
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PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
April 27, 2026

BUSINESS

The regular meeting of the Connell Planning Commission was called to order by Chair
Misener at 5:30 PM in Connell City Hall.

ROLL CALL
Commission Members Present:

Robert Meisner

Jack Brant

Ray Minor
Robert Welch
Jerry Sackman

Staff Members Present:

e Shelly Harper, Mayor
e Frank Scopa, Planning Director
e Joni Cochran, Community Development Manager

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Commissioner Minor moved to approval the minutes of the March 2026 Planning
Commission Meeting. Commissioner Welch seconded the motion. Motion carried

unanimously.
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population relevant for city planning. Several members submitted written/typed
comments, with offers to collate and distribute via email/PDF for future discussion. Recent
confirmation that the Urban Growth Area (UGA) was adopted in 2021; maps need to be
confirmed as current.

OTHER ITEMS

Public request from Edward Ochoa regarding the rezoning of his land. When purchased the
parcel was agricultural, then at some point rezoned light industrial. Landowner seeks to
convert to residential or back to agricultural. Property access discussed, along with
surrounding land, utilities, and history of rezoning (without owner notification).
Commission advised landowner to decide their preferred use before pursuing rezoning.
Discussion regarding possible broader implications for adjacent parcels and city/UGA
boundaries.

Open public meeting mandatory training for all commissioners; packets provided. To be
completed independently (~45 mins), deadline set for June meeting. Once completed,
submit certificate (photo or in person) to City. Short course on local planning is optional but
encouraged (~1h50m); group plans to take in September or October during meeting, unless
individuals wish to complete earlier.

Future meeting planned for Wednesday, May 27, 2026, at 5:30 PM (tentative, pending
member availability).

There being no further business before the Connell Planning Commission, Chair Misener
adjourned the meeting at 6:33 PM.
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UTILITIES ELEMENT

The GMA requires a city developing or updating its comprehensive plan to include an element within the
plan that addresses the siting and location of utilities serving the jurisdiction. Specifically, the element
includes natural gas, electrical, and broadband services.

Natural Gas

Avista Utilities (a part of the Avista Corporation, headquartered out of
Spokane) provides natural gas to many Connell residents and
businesses. Northwest Pipeline LLC supplies Avista, there is a pipeline
extension from Connell extending to the southwest and connecting to
the main trunkline that runs north to south through Franklin County
(See the Utilities Map).

The Pacific Northwest (Washington, Oregon, and Idaho) receives its
natural gas from the southwestern United States and Canada via two
interstate pipeline systems. Cascade’s gas supplies are transported via
Williams’ Gas Pipelines - West, TransCanada Pipelines, and Duke
Energy Company - Westcoast Energy, Inc.

Direct heating by natural gas is more efficient than certain types of electrical heating because there is a
loss of energy during production and transmission of electricity. However, it is not a carbon-neutral
source.

Broadband Services

Franklin PUD provides broadband services to the City of Connell, connecting the community to a reliable
and high-speed fiber network. The PUD operates as a wholesale provider, and individuals and
businesses can obtain services through a local Retail Service Provider, connecting users to the system.

Telecommunications

The City of Connell telephone (landline) services are provided by CenturyLink, a company that also
provides internet and cable services. AT&T, PocketiNet, Frontier, Desert Wind Wireless, HughesNet
Internet Services, and Telco Wiring and Repair also provide internet services.

Solid Waste

The Franklin County Integrated Solid Waste Management Plan was last updated in 2010. It provides

decision makers with a set of goals, policies and recommendations for implementing and evaluating
solid waste management efforts. The goals, policies and recommendations contained in said plan, as
amended and adopted, are referenced and incorporated to this comprehensive plan.

Basin Disposal, a private company, provides garbage collection services in Connell under a franchise
agreement.

The city has two recycling centers. One is located at South Seventh & West Elm Street, the other is
located at East Clark. Residents can recycle newspaper, office paper, and cardboard at these locations.
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Electrical System

The Bonneville Power Administration provides electrical power via their transmission facilities to the
greater Connell area. Both the Franklin County Public Utility District and Big Bend Electric Cooperative,
Inc. provide electrical power within the Connell Urban Growth Area.

It is the intent of the city that its development policy and regulations encourage the design of facilities

intended to conserve energy. The city will accommodate design and development features that
conserve energy or use alternative energy resources.

Utilities Goals and Policies

Goal 1. Coordinate development of electrical services within the Urban Growth Area.

Policy 1 Utility lines should be located within existing right-of-way corridors and/or new
developments should provide sufficient easements or rights-of-way in new developments to
accommodate anticipated utility improvements.

Strateqy:
A. Require utility companies to obtain permits prior to construction.
Policy 2 The siting of electrical substations should include sufficient setbacks from existing and
proposed uses to reduce conflicts.
Strategy:
A. Maintain consistency between the electrical utility plans and the comprehensive
plan.
Policy 3 Ensure the compatibility of utility installations and development with adjacent land uses.

Strategies:
A. Encourage all new utility distribution and service lines serving new subdivisions

and developments to be located underground.

B. Require the utility providers operating within the city coordinate and work with the
city during major road realignment or construction projects for the installation of
appropriate conduits or service lines for placing underground, aerial, feeder, and
service lines.

C. Require shared trenches for new public and private utility lines.

D. Ensure that substation sites are screened and landscaped to provide buffers
between them and any adjoining dissimilar uses.

Policy 4 The city should encourage the implementation and use of alternative energy sources within
the city and routinely update the zoning code to reflect local preferences or decisions
regarding what emerging technologies and land use trends are appropriate in the
community.
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WATER SYSTEM ELEMENT

Background and Inventory

i. Municipal Wells
Connell depends entirely on ground water as the source of potable water. The city has five operating
wells, well Nos. 4, 5, 8,9 and 10. Well 10 is currently used for farm irrigation which at some point will
become a municipal well. Well Nos. 1 and 7 have been and decommissioned. Wells 2,3 and 6 will be
decommissioned in the near future. All wells are separated from one another by at least one-quarter of
a mile.

Well Nos. 4, 5, 8, and 9 are the primary wells used to supply the system. All of the wells are located in
buildings with concrete floors and controlled access and all wells are metered.

The aquifers supplying the city wells consist of fractured and porous zones within the Wanapum and
Grande Ronde Basalts. Recharge to the basalt aquifers is provided by lateral migration of groundwater
and vertical infiltration of precipitation and irrigation runoff from surficial deposits.

The entire city is on the public water system with metered connections. More than half of the municipal
water supply is used by industry.

ii. Water System
The city water system serves customers between elevations 840 and 910 feet, in four pressure zones.
The city has four potable water storage reservoirs. The largest, known as Reservoir No. 1, has a nominal
capacity of 3.02 million gallons and is located on a hill approximately % mile northeast of the city
center. It is constructed of concrete and it serves the City’s main pressure zone (PZ-1). The reservoir
was completely rehabilitated in 2004.

Reservoir No. 2 is a 500,000 gallon welded steel reservoir that serves the same pressure zone (PZ-1) as
Reservoir No. 1. and is located on a hill northwest of the city.

Reservoir No. 3 is also referred to as the “Farm Reservoir” and is a 75,000-gallon bolted glass-fused-to-
steel reservoir that will serve PZ-2 to the southeast of Connell, once development occurs. The reservoir
was designed to allow for enlargement when the demand warrants an expansion.

Finally, a 1.2 million gallon reservoir, Reservoir No. 4 (North End) is located adjacent to the City’s
Wastewater Treatment Plant. The reservoir serves PZ-3, which includes the Wastewater Treatment
Plant and the Coyote Ridge Corrections Center. The North End Booster Pump Station and a 16-inch
main convey water to the reservoir.

The City has approximately thirty miles of water lines.

Water Rights
The city has a combined water right with five points of withdrawal. The previously issued water rights
each were issued at different times between 1920 and 1977. Each applied to a specific point of
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withdrawal that corresponds to one of the city’s wells. The city purchased the Connell Farm in 2000,
which has two additional water rights totaling 1,686 acre-feet of water. The city converted the farm’s
agricultural water right to municipal. Water right certificate No. G3-00598C was issued in 1970 and is
assigned to Well No. 6. With the issuance of this certificate, the city had a total annual withdrawal
limitation of 1,925 acre-feet (ac-ft). This amounts to 2,650 ac-ft less than the sum of the individual
water rights in effect at that time. Certificate No. G3-25255C, issued March 17, 1977, provided for an
additional 1,230 ac-ft per year. With issuance of this certificate, a withdrawal of 3,155 ac-ft per year is
currently allowed. The farm wells water right certificates provide an additional 1686 ac-ft. In 2017 the
City completed the purchase of an additional 1500 acre-feet of water rights in anticipation of future
growth needs.

Wellhead Protection Plan

In June 1996, the City of Connell adopted a Wellhead Protection Plan prepared by Shannon and Wilson,
Inc. which was developed for several communities through an interlocal agreement with the Benton-
Franklin Council of Governments. The plan describes the aquifer and potential sources of
contamination, and recommends management procedures for reducing the propensity for groundwater
contamination. In 2007 the City adopted an update to the plan, prepared by Anderson Perry &
Associates, Inc. which provided a general update and included the addition of Wells 9B and 10 (the
updated Wellhead Protection Plan is included as an appendix to the Water System Plan).

Projected Water Conservation and Distribution System Leakage

Responsible water planning should take into consideration reductions in water use in future water
demand projections as a result of increased Water Use Efficiency (WUE) from water conservation and
lower Distribution System Leakage (DSL) values. As part of the new WUE requirements, municipal water
system purveyors need to adopt customer side demand goals and endeavor to reduce DSL to 10 percent
or less of the total water diverted from their water sources. To project the water demand values into
the future, two separate scenarios were developed and evaluated to account for the "best" and "worst"
cases with conservation and DSL reductions. The best case represents the goal the City is striving for,
and the worst case is considered the conservative value in the event that the best case goals are not
met. The best and worst case scenarios for water conservation and DSL reduction are discussed below.

As part of their WUE plan, the City adopted a goal in July 2010 to reduce annual consumption per
residential connection by two percent over a six-year period. With this goal, the reduction in water
consumption should average approximately 0.33 percent per year. For the best-case scenario, water
consumption per residential connection (i.e., ERU) is assumed to decrease on average 0.33 percent

per year through 2021. If the WUE efficiency goals are met, the overall reduction in water
consumptions will be 4.7 percent for the 20-year planning period, or through 2035. With the worst-case
scenario, the water consumption within the City’s service area is assumed to remain at current
consumption levels.

As discussed above, the amount of DSL was reported to be approximately 24.5 percent based on

2014 data. This amount of DSL is on the middle to high side for municipal water systems. To be in
compliance with WUE requirements, the City will need to implement a Water Loss Control Action Plan
(WLCAP) to reduce the DSL to 10 percent. Details for this plan are discussed in Chapter 4 of the Water
System Plan. For the best case scenario, the amount of DSL would be reduced to 18 percent by 2021
and to 10 percent by 2035. With the worst case scenario, the current DSL of 24.5 percent would remain
the same through 2035.
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Capital Investment Needed to Maintain LOS Standards for Current Population
The City of Connell’s water system currently exceeds the minimum LOS to serve the existing population.
However, the water system will continue to need a number of minor upgrades to improve dependability
for public health, to improve fire safety, to accommodate growth and to generally improve service to
the City.

Capital Purchases needed to Meet Forecast Demand

in June 2016, the City of Connell received an updated Water System Plan prepared by Anderson-Perry &
Associates. This plan describes and lists the capital projects necessary to maintain an adequate LOS for
projected future water usage.

Future residential and commercial consumption is projected to increase proportionally with the UGA’s
population increase. Industrial water consumption is projected to remain relatively constant until new
industry locates in Connell.

The future system will need additional water rights and water sources to satisfy increased demand for
its municipal customers and to provide greater assurance for the public health, and safety.

Project Development
Water facilities projects identified for improvement during the next 20-year period are described in the
City of Connell Water Facilities Plan (Appendix F).
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Water System Goals and Policies

Goal 1. Provide an adequate supply of high quality domestic water to residential, commercial,
and industrial users.

Policy 1 Encourage water conservation through a variety of programs and incentives for residential
and commercial users.

Policy 2 Require that new residential, commercial, or industrial development provide its own site
infrastructure water system design to meet the city’s comprehensive water plan, and
municipal and fire district standards.

Strategies:
A. Require that minimum fire flow standards be consistent with Washington State

standards for residential, commercial, and industrial neighborhoods.
B. Maintain full metering.
C. Determine the acceptable level of service for the domestic water system by the fire
flow requirements established in the comprehensive water plan.
Policy 3 Develop new water sources, transmission, and storage close to the areas of growth as the
city expands.
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WASTEWATER DISPOSAL ELEMENT

This section of the Public Facilities Element is additionally referenced to the City of Connell Wastewater
Facility Plan, as amended (Appendix G).

System

The city’s current wastewater treatment system is described as aerated lagoon stabilization with
effluent storage during the non-growing season, and effluent disinfection through chlorination. The
system also utilizes reclaimed water usage, through irrigation of a non-food crop irrigation program,
with alfalfa as the most likely crop during the growing season, on 165 acres of land adjacent to the
Wastewater Treatment Plan (WWTP). Effluent storage ponds (29 acres total) would be used ahead of
the non-food crop irrigation program.

Effluent disinfection would be accomplished using chlorine whenever irrigation occurs.

The locations of the treatment, storage, and irrigation facilities are situated in the north end of Connell
on the west side of US 395. The configuration of the treatment system is not constrained by site
conditions since approximately 294 acres of reasonably level ground is available.

Initially, two partially mixed aerated lagoons are operated in either parallel or series operation. Surface
aerators are distributed over the lagoons with a total of approximately 80 horsepower (hp) in aeration.
The aerated lagoons, including dikes, consume approximately 3-acres.

The effluent storage ponds are 29-acre in area and includes four 12-foot-deep, HDPE-lined ponds, with
a total of 133.2 million gallons for storage. Disinfection is accomplished through a chlorine injection
system, chlorine contact chamber, and chlorine storage facilities. Approximately 165 acres of land
currently irrigated by two circles. The property has historically been farmed and is well suited for crop
irrigation. The total storage/treatment capacity of the plant is 176 million galions.

The city’s collection system consists of approximately 38,000 lineal feet of 8-inch, 10-inch, 12-inch, and
15-inch concrete and PVC pipe. The average daily flow is 0.552 mgd or approximately 380 gpm. There
are approximately 16 miles of sewer lines in the city.

= Trunk line A serves the northeast portion of the city and the Central Business District, is fed by
Trunk line D. This portion of the system contains approximately 8,600 lineal feet of 8-inch
collector sewers. This sewer line is a 10-inch interceptor.

= Trunk line B serves the northwest portion of the city including the residential area west of the
Esquatzel Coulee, the High School, and Grade School. This portion of the system consists of a
15-inch concrete pipe, which carries the flow approximately 2,600 lineal feet to Lift Station No.
2, includes 4,300 lineal feet of 8-inch, and 1,650 lineal feet of 10-inch collector sewer lines.
Trunk line B carries all the flow for the entire system.

= Trunk line C services the southern portion of the city’s residential and commercial users and
consists of 4,150 lineal feet of 10-inch concrete pipe with 11,700 feet of 8-inch collector sewers.
Trunk lines A and C converge at Manhole M-43 near the center of the city. Sewage is collected

City of Connell Comprehensive Plan
ORD xx-2026 | Page 51



and pumped from Lift Station No. 4 through 10 and 12-inch force mains to the treatment facility
and irrigation fields:

= Trunk line D serves Coyote Ridge Prison. This portion of the system contains approximately
2,950 linear feet of 8 inch collector sewers. Trunk line D is approximately 2,400 linear feet of 8
inch pipe feeding into Trunk line A.

Project Development
Sewer facilities projects identified for improvement during the next 20-year period are described in the
City of Connell Wastewater Engineering Report (Appendix G).

Funding Mechanisms

There are several state and federal funding opportunities available to local jurisdictions for the
improvement of water and sewer projects. Current programs include, but are not limited to, the
Centennial Clean Water Programs, and the Community Economic Revitalization Board (CERB).

The Centennial Clean Water Fund and the State Revolving Fund has a separate funding process and is
administrated by the Department of Ecology.

CERB provides financing for construction of public facilities that support private sector development and
increased employment opportunities.
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Wastewater System Goals and Policies

Goal 1. Operate and maintain an efficient wastewater treatment facility.

Policy 1 Require that developers cover any increased costs for the provision of sewer interceptors
and increased treatment capacity

Strateqy:
A. Require developers to plan and complete work in accordance with the

comprehensive sewer plan. _
Policy 2 Operate the sewer waste water system within state and federal guidelines.

Strategy:
A. Ensure that personnel are adequately certified in the operation and maintenance of

the wastewater treatment facility.

Goal 2. Continuously explore and utilize available funding mechanisms.

Goal 3. Continue to treat and re-use water to promote water conservation.
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TRANSPORTATION & CIRCULATION
ELEMENT

This element establishes Connell’s transportation goals,
policies, and strategies for the 20-year planning period. It
will direct transportation decisions regarding annual plan
updates including, the Six-Year Transportation Improvement
Plan, the Capital Improvement Plan, and the Annual Budget.
It will also affect development review and approval, land
use, and zoning decisions, and continuing transportation
programs.

Growth Management Act

The Washington Growth Management Act identifies
transportation facilities planning, and efficient multi-modal
transportation systems based on regional priorities and
coordinated with local comprehensive plans, as a planning
goal to guide the development and adoption of
comprehensive plans and development regulations [RCW
36.70A.020(3)]. In addition, it identifies a transportation
element as a mandatory element of a county or city
comprehensive plan [RCW 36.70A.070(6)]. The
transportation element must include: (a) land use assumptions used in estimating travel; (b) facilities
and services needs; (c) finance; (d) intergovernmental coordination efforts, including an assessment of
the impacts of the transportation plan and land use assumptions on the transportation systems of
adjacent jurisdictions; and (e) demand management strategies [RCW 36.70A.070(6)(a)-(e)].

County Wide Planning Policies

Countywide planning policies (Appendix B) encourage efficient multi-modal transportation systems that
are based on regional priorities and coordinated with county and city comprehensive plans; promote
county/city participation in the RTPO; and promote coordination across jurisdictional boundaries.
Policies also address concurrency of developments with infrastructure improvements; compatibility of
land use and transportation facilities; encourage non-motorized facilities; and promote mobility for ail
people, goods, and services.

LAND USE AND TRANSPORTATION

The importance of integration and consistency of land use planning with transportation planning cannot
be overstated. Land use is now recognized as the basis for making significant public investment
decisions, including those associated with transportation. Transportation is a public service with its
demand determined by the physical separation of activities (i.e., the arrangement of land uses).
Therefore, land use policies and transportation policies need to be consistent with one another as they
work in a single unified direction. To accomplish this, the community and its decision-makers need to
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have a greater understanding of the procedures and purposes underlying transportation and land use
planning.

Comprehensive planning requires that forecasts be made regarding growth for the community. These
forecasts allow planners and decision-makers to consider how the transportation system will function in
the future with increases in travel demand.

Population forecasts are located in the “Introduction” section of this plan.

ANALYSIS OF THE EXISTING TRANSPORTATION NETWORK

Functional Classification of Streets

Functional classification is the division of highways, roads, and streets into groups having similar
characteristics of providing mobility and/ or land access. Basic to the classification system is the
understanding that individual roads and streets do not function independently since most of the travel
involves movement through a network of roads. It is, therefore, necessary to channel travel within the
roadway network in a logical and efficient manner.

Functional classification defines the role a road or street serves within the network. In simple terms,
highways, streets, and roads function as arterials, collectors, or local access. Arterials provide the
highest degree of mobility {speed and reduced travel times) and have limited access to local property.
Collectors generally provide equal emphasis upon mobility and land access. Local roads and streets
emphasize land access in lieu of mobility.

Functional classifications and criteria utilized for rural areas somewhat differ from urban and urbanized
areas. The streets of small cities (under 5,000 population) are classified as rural. Rural arterials are
divided into principal and minor categories. Rural principal arterials consist of a connected or integrated
network of continuous routes that serve corridor movements having trip length and travel density
characteristics indicative of substantial statewide or interstate travel. Such routes serve all, or virtually
all, urban areas of 50,000 population or more and a large majority of those with populations of 25,000
and over.

Rural minor arterials, in conjunction with the principal arterials, form an integrated network that links
cities and larger towns and other traffic generators that attract travel over long distances. They provide
interregional and intercounty service. They are spaced at intervals, consistent with population density,
so that all developed areas of the state are within a reasonable distance of an arterial highway; and
provide service to corridors with trip length and travel density greater than those predominately served
by rural collector or local systems. Minor arterials, therefore, constitute routes expected to provide
relatively high overall travel speeds with minimum interference to through movement.

Rural collector roads generally serve intra-county travel rather than statewide travel and constitute
those routes on which (regardless of traffic volume) predominant travel distances are shorter than on
principal or minor arterial routes. Consequently, more moderate speeds may be typical. Rural collectors
are divided into major and minor categories.

Rural major collectors provide service to any county seat not on an arterial route; to larger towns not
directly served by the higher systems; and to other traffic generators of equivalent intra-county
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importance, such as consolidated schools, shipping points, county parks, important industrial and
agricultural areas, etc. Major collectors link these places with nearby larger towns or cities, or with
routes of higher classification, and serve the more important intra-county travel corridors.

Rural minor collectors are spaced at intervals, consistent with population density, to collect traffic from
local access roads and provide for all developed areas to be within a reasonable distance of a collector
road. Minor collectors provide service to the remaining smaller communities and link locally important
traffic generators with their rural hinterland.

Rural local access roads and streets constitute the rural mileage not classified as arterial or collector.
These facilities serve primarily to provide access to adjacent land and to provide travel service over

relatively short distances as compared to collectors or arterials.

Table 7 shows the Connell Functional Classifications for the miles for the various roadways.

Table 7. Connell Functional Classification

Roadway Type/ Roadway Miles
within the
UGA

Principal Arterial
US 395* - MP 54.16 to MP 59.50 5.34

Major Collectors
SR260-MP5.06to MP 11.65 6.59

Minor Collectors
South Columbia Ave. - SCL to Ash St 0.68
North Columbia Ave. - Ash St. to Davis Way 0.39
Davis Way - North Columbia Ave. to ECL 0.80
West Clark St. - Columbia Ave. to WCL 0.84

Local Access Streets

All public streets not otherwise classified 19.67
TOTAL: 34.31

*The federal functional classification for US-395 is “Other Freeway or Expressway” and the ramps are classified as “Other
Principal Arterial”

Streets and street segments are generally classified into four categories of condition, depending upon
the quality of the surface and other attributes concerning their efficient use. These categories are
excellent, fair, good, and poor. The city contains streets with each of these classifications.

Connell’s circulation system is a network, moving people and goods by vehicle, equestrian, and
pedestrian modes. Maintaining adequate service levels for efficient circulation requires concurrency.
Transportation requirements must respond to population growth, land use, and the ability of
government revenues to fund public improvements.

Planning for long-term transportation improvements and expansions will ensure the adequacy of the
transportation network, maintaining level of service throughout the planning period. Long-term
planning of transportation will also ensure the enhancement of alternative modes of transportation.
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The state highway Level of Service that is established for the highway system running through the city is
LOS C.

Streets and Highways
There are approximately 34 miles of streets that are in the City’s jurisdiction.

City streets were identified using the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT)
Roadway Functional Classification System. The WSDOT and the Federal Highway Administration define
four functional street classification categories that are applicable to urbanized areas. The four classes of
streets are principal arterial, minor arterial, collector arterial, and access streets. These classes
recognize a transition in street use from strictly providing access to property to regional mobility. They
are grouped according to their traffic volumes, geometric characteristics, and the type of land use they
serve. Traffic volumes on city streets can be measured by counting Average Daily Traffic (ADT).

Functionally classified streets are not projected to experience LOS problems due to capacity or delay
through the 20-year planning period. GMA requires that LOS standards be regionally coordinated. This
coordination occurs locally through the Benton-Franklin Council of Governments (BFCG), which is the
Regional Transportation Planning Organization (RTPO) for Benton and Franklin Counties.

Excellent regional access is provided by state highways within Connell. US395isa highway of national
significance, extending from Mexico to Canada via Eastern Washington. Its location services Connell
from north to south for a distance of nearly six miles. SR-260 is a two-lane major collector, extending
generally east-west along the southern portion of Connell for nearly six miles. Table 8 provides an
inventory of state owned transportation facilities in the City of Connell. HSS is an acronym for Highways
of Statewide Significance.

Table 8. Inventory of State Owned Transportation Facilities in Connell

Route Sk M‘,, = M.P Functional HSS or Posted # of
Designation Entering Leaving Class Non-HSS SPe.ed Lanes
UGA UGA Limit

SR 260 5.06 7.0 Rural Collector Non-HSS 55 2

SR 260 7.0 7.53 Rural Collector Non-HSS 45-55 2

SR 260 7.53 7.78 Rural Collector Non-HSS 55 2

SR 260 7.78 11.65 Rural Collector Non-HSS 65 2

US 395 54.16 59.50 Rural Principal Arterial HSS 70 4

One of the more significant requirements of the GMA is that if a proposed development will cause the
LOS of a transportation facility to decline below the adopted standard then the proposed development
cannot be approved for construction unless transportation improvements or strategies to accommodate
the impact of development are made concurrent with the development. Such development and
improvements should additionally be anticipated in the Comprehensive Plan.

Transit Service
The primary mode of transportation in Connell is by automobile. Connell, at this time, does not have
typical transit service from the Tri-Cities, although there are some vanpools operating.
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Railroads

The BNSF mainline from Pasco to Spokane passes through Connell. Total tonnage exceeds 50 million
gross ton-miles per mile per year, reflective of the export grain trains which operate via this route to
water terminals at Portland, Kalama, and Longview. This line operates close to its maximum practical
capacity. Long range planning includes a second track. Spur tracks serve industry in Connell.

Amtrak passenger service operates on the BNSF trackage, however, individuals must board at the Pasco
terminal.

Connell Rail Interchange Project

This $28 million project will relocate, reconfigure and improve the critical rail interchange in rural
Connell, WA where the Columbia Basin Railway (CBRW) enters onto the BNSF railway mainline. Funds
requested will be used to partially fund the infrastructure improvements to meet 21st Century rail
demands by relocating and expanding the rail interchange outside of Connell to industrial lands south of
the City. This project is described in further detail in the “Economic Development” Element of this plan.

Rideshare/Vanpool

Ben Franklin Transit of the Tri-Cities operates a regional rideshare/vanpool program. In addition to
matching individuals for their vans, BFT also matches people for private van and car pools. At present,
one BFT van operates from the Tri-Cities to Lamb Weston in Connell and approximately 20 vans carry
passengers from the Tri-Cities to the Coyote Corrects Center. Other potential users include the
Headstart Program (pre-school) and elderly care facilities.

“people For People” provide transportation services between Othello and Kennewick, with stops in
Connell, Basin City, and Mesa and connections with Ben Franklin Transit. This service runs on the second
and fourth Monday of each month, excluding holidays. This service is available to the general public and
funded by Washington State Department of Transportation.

Transportation Demand Management (TDM)

There is no apparent need for TDM in Connell. A previous level of service analysis determined that all
City facilities will operate well above the established LOS “C” standard during this planning period.
Should the LOS drop below the established threshold, the city will pursue strategies to increase the
usage of vanpools, and determine methods to increase bicycle and pedestrian connectivity on the
roadways that drop below the established LOS.

Truck Routes

The Statewide Freight and Goods Transportation System route segments within Connell are shown
below. Annual tonnage shown for the classifications is in thousands. Other freight and goods routes of
importance to the city, but not on the statewide system, include Columbia Avenue from Ash Street to
Davis Way, West Juniper Street, South Fifth from Juniper to Hawthorne, Hawthorne from Columbia to
Fir, Fir Street from SR 260 to Gum, and Gum Street from Fir to Hawthorne. Table 9 shows the facilities
used as truck routes, and the tonnage classifications and annual tonnage for each of the roads or
highways.
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Table 9. Truck Routes and Tonnage Classifications

Facility Tonnage Class Annual Tonnage (thousands)
US 395 T1 Over 10,000
SR 260 T3 300-5,000
W. Clark Street: West City Limits to Columbia T-4 100-300
E. Clark Street: Columbia to Burke T-4 100-300
Davis Way: Columbia to East City Limits T-4 100-300
Columbia Avenue: South City Limits to Ash T-4 100-300

This is an average of approximately 300 trucks per day for the whole town. That includes both the north
and south industrial areas. The largest areas of impact are to Lamb Weston, Americold, Connell Grain
Growers, and the Union Oil Bulle Plant. Miscellaneous impacts would be the delivery trucks to the local
businesses and those passing through or staying at the motels.

Traffic Circulation

Connell's traffic circulation patterns are based on numerous factors. US 395 from Pasco to Spokane
traverses the east fringe of the city. East/West SR 260 traverses the southern part of town. Columbia
Avenue extends from the south end of town through the commercial area. North Columbia continues on
from Columbia Avenue northerly to intersect US 395 northeast of the city (site of future interchange).
West Clark Street extends west from Columbia Avenue to intersect SR 260 somewhat west of town.

The BNSF mainline and adjacent Esquatzel Creek bisect the city on a north-south axis. SR 260
overcrosses these barriers near the southwest city limits. West Adams Street and West Clark Street are
the only city facilities crossing the creek and railroad. Both railroad at-grade crossings are complicated
by numerous spur tracks on differing grades. The Adams Street crossing is further complicated by super-
elevation due to railroad curvature. Both crossings are controlled by signals and cantilevered gates.

With an average of 25 mile-long freight trains daily, pedestrian, bicycle and motorized travel is severely
disrupted at these two grade crossings. Lives and property are at risk due to disruption of emergency
vehicle response.

There are two Esquatzel Coulee bridges, one on Clark Street and one on Adams. The Clark Street
crossing is substandard in travelway width (26'), has only three-foot wide sidewalks, and has no ramps
to the bridge sidewalks. The Adams Street crossing was re-done in 2012 with the help of a grant from
TIB. Both of these streets are pedestrian routes used by children going to and from the schools at the
west side of town.

With the exception of the two railroad signals, Connell has no traffic signals, just traffic control signage.

Street Inventory & Evaluation

Appendix J shows an inventory of existing streets. Where appropriate, streets have been segmented to
reflect varying conditions. Unless otherwise specified, the speed limit throughout the city is 25 mph.
Street surfaces range from Asphalt Concrete Pavement (ACP) to Bituminous Surface Treatment (BST) to
gravel. Paving condition is rated as either excellent, good, fair, or poor, or a combination thereof. All
streets are two-lane. Columbia Avenue through the heart of town has a continuous left tum lane. Street
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widths, where appropriate, are indicated as curb to curb, gutter to gutter, and at times as a "nominal"
width due to slight variations. Parking availability is indicated, as are sidewalks. Additional comments
relate to storm drains, illumination, curbs, gutters, sidewalk (locations, missing segments, obstructions,
condition), gravel shoulders, parking areas, potholes, cracks and crack sealing, railroad crossings, and
adjacent activity centers (schools, parks, community center).

Water and Air Facility Inventory
There are no water transportation facilities present within the city. There is a small private airport on
the eastern side of the city (FAA Identifier: WA14) which is used for agricultural support operations.

Pedestrian Circulation

Pedestrian activity is centered in the downtown area and in nearby parks, the Community Center, and
facilities such as the elementary, junior, and senior high schools. Continuous sidewalks and marked
crosswalks are limited and usually in the downtown area. Part of the objectives of the city is to add more
sidewalks as main roadways are reconstructed or resurfaced and provide incentives for pedestrians to
walk to the park for concerts and other summer activities.

Existing sidewalks are also included in the preceding street inventory. Most are three to five feet wide,
old, and in various conditions. Current design standards require at least six-foot widths. Handicap ramps
are non-existent except with newer sidewalks along Columbia A venue through the commercial area.

The city recognizes and encourages pedestrian movement as a basic means of circulation and strives to
accommodate the needs of pedestrians and physically challenged persons in all transportation policies
and facilities. A recent example is North Columbia Avenue from Ash Street to Ephrata Street, where
1997 reconstruction included curb, gutter, and sidewalks with handicap accessible curb cuts. Unfunded
planning projects in the current six-year Transportation improvement Program propose to include curbs,
gutters, and sidewalks on West Clark Street, North Chelan Avenue, and East Elm Street. As with other
small cities, Connell relies upon state and federal funding sources to implement such projects.

Bicycle Routes/Facilities

A nine foot wide bicycle/pedestrian pathway parallels US 395 from East Clark Street south to Gum
Street. Future plans include a similar pathway along Esquatzel Coulee (near the railroad) and a pathway
on the old railroad corridor north of and parallel to Birch Street. A future road and trail plan will define
those corridors.

The city's bicycle ordinance restricts bicycles to daytime use on Columbia Avenue; however, bicycles
may cross Columbia Avenue. Bicycles are allowed on the remainder of the street system; however, the
streets have not been specifically designed or constructed for bicycles. Bicycles are not allowed on
sidewalks.

The system inventory table (Table 9) indicates current street widths. For the most part, the existing
system is sufficiently wide to accommodate bicycles and motorized traffic, provided on street parking
does not create a hazard. There is currently a striped bicycle lane on a short portion of West Adams
Street. All major street improvement projects will also consider bicycle needs, whether or not bicycle
lanes are to be provided to further the goals related to multimodal transportation.
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Complete Streets

The City aims to plan, design, construct, operating and maintain facilities which can safety accommodate
pedestrians, bicyclists, (future) transit users, motorists, emergency responders and freight, to the
maximum practical extent.

The city’s “Complete Streets” policy (Ordinance 988) was written to express the city’s aspiration to
foster an increase physical activity among people of all ages and abilities, in order to support a reduction
in chronic disease, obesity and air pollution.

Project Development

The City of Connell Transportation Plan lists city streets by name and segment, describes and evaluates

their condition by functional classification, capacity, condition and whether sidewalks, off-street parking
and illumination are provided. The plan additionally describes traffic volumes both current and future,

establishes the LOS for arterial streets and identifies transportation improvement needs.

Appendix C includes the City’s most current Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP) which includes a list
of 6 years of projects planned for funding. This appendix will be updated each year, when Council
passes a hew resolution with a revised list.

Traffic counts taken in September/ October of 2018 for the following road segments
authenticate or reinforce the RTP’s depiction for the City of Connell’s Financially Constrained
Projects and/or Planning Projects necessary for implementation to maintain an LOS C or better
on local arterial streets. The projection of LOS is based upon a 1% annual growth rate for local
traffic and 2% annual growth rate for regional traffic.

Table 11. Projected Traffic Volumes (2018-2038)

Street Location 2018 AWV | 2028 AWV 2038 AWV
Clark Street Waest of Cemetery Road 2,028 2,231 2,454
Columbia Avenue South of Adams 4,363 4,799 5,279
Columbia Avenue North of Adams 3,017 3,319 3,651
Columbia Avenue South of Fir 4,433 4,876 5,364
Columbia Avenue North of Fir 4,990 5,489 6,038
Columbia Avenue South of Clark 2,707 2,978 3,275
Columbia Avenue North of Clark 1,066 1,173 1,290
Clark Street West of Columbia Ave 1,696 1,866 2,052
Clark Street East of Columbia Ave 1,154 1,269 1,396

A 1% annual increase in traffic was assumed.
Road Class: 7 — Rural Major Collector
8 — Rural Minor Collector
9 —Rural Local Access
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Table 12. State-Owned Transportation Facilities Traffic Volumes (2016-2036)

State Route Location 2016 ADT 2026 ADT 2036 ADT
SR 260 West of US 395 3,300 3,960 4,752

SR 260 East of US 395 1,100 1,320 1,584

US 395 South of SR 260 10,000 12,000 14,400
US 395 At SR 260 8,100 9,720 11,664

A 2% annual increase in traffic was assumed.

Table 13. Connell Traffic Counts (2018)

Average Peak Hourly Trips Peak Hour
Street Location Weekday
Volume A.M. P.M. A.M. P.M.
Clark Street West of 2,028 236 166 7:00-8:00 | 3:00-4:00
Cemetery Rd
Columbia Avenue South of 4,363 309 369 7:00-8:00 | 3:00-4:00
Adams
Columbia Avenue North of 3,017 211 260 7:00 - 8:00 | 3:00-4:00
Adams
Columbia Avenue South of Fir 4,433 254 431 7:00-8:00 | 3:00-4:00
Columbia Avenue North of Fir 4,990 273 476 7:00-8:00 | 4:00-5:00
Columbia Avenue South of Clark 2,707 195 236 7:00-8:00 | 3:00-4:00
Columbia Avenue North of Clark 1,066 73 87 6:00-7:00 | 4:00-5:00
Clark Street West of 1,696 201 148 7:00-8:00 | 3:00-4:00
Columbia Ave
Clark Street East of 1,154 92 94 7:00 - 8:00 | 3:00-4:00
Columbia Ave i

Financially Constrained Projects

The City of Connell will generate $5.02 million in street revenue over the next 20 years. Of this total,
$3.87 million (77%) will be needed to maintain and operate the system, and $1.15 million (23%) will be
available for improvements. At the end of the 20-year planning horizon, the city will have an ending
balance of -$151,276 (Reference 2006-2025 BFCG RTP, as amended), as shown in Table 13.

Table 14. 2019-2038 20-Year Transportation Financial Analysis

Year fomgasied M&O Costs Project Project Costs Ending Balance
Revenue Revenue

2019 - 2028 $2,081,791 $1,602,979 $478,812 $708,000 -$229,188

2029 — 2038 $2,938,749 $2,262,836 $675,912 $598,000 $77,912

Total | $5,020,540 $3,865,816 | $1,154,724 $1,306,000 -$151,276

*Many of these projects will need funding by grants to remove the deficit ending balance.

All of Connell’s functionally classified streets are predicted to operate at LOS A through the Year 2025,
except for portions of Columbia Avenue. North of Elm Street LOS E-F is forecasted. North of SR 260 LOS
B is expected. South of Clark Street will be LOS A. As such, traffic flow, operating speeds, and
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maneuverability are expected to be at acceptable levels throughout most of the planning period. The
need to expand Columbia Avenue beyond the current three lanes (continuous left turn lane and two
through lanes) would be near the end of the 20-year horizon.

The city recognizes the need for improvements in the form of street widening to meet standards;
installation of curbs, gutters, storm drains, and sidewalks; resurfacing to improve comfort or restore
structural integrity; spot safety improvements; installation of illumination; parking improvements;
access to schools, parks, and the community center; and, improving truck routes.

Revenue Sources

Revenues generated for the above transportation-related projects originate from a number of federal,
state, and local sources. Table 16 describes the forecasted revenue, projected M & O costs and project
costs for the projects listed in Table 17 necessary to maintain consistency and concurrency within the
Comprehensive Plan.

Transportation Goals and Policies

To implement the goals of the GMA and the countywide planning policies, the city has adopted its own
goals, policies and strategies. These transportation goals and policies, along with those in the Land Use
Element, will coordinate and guide orderly growth and infrastructure development for the foreseeable
future. They are intended to increase predictability and provide for timely decisions to perpetuate an
efficient transportation system as the city grows. The motorized and non-motorized transportation
system will continue to play an integral part in the economic success or failure of the downtown area.
These goals and policies are critical to the long-term interests of the city, including livability, economic
vitality, and environmental preservation; support the city’s long-range circulation plan; and address
managing land use change by developing facilities and services in a manner that directs and controls
land use patterns and intensities.

Goal 1. To ensure that transportation facilities and services needed to support development
are available concurrent with the impacts of such development, which protects investments
in existing transportation facilities and services, maximizes the use of these facilities and
services, and promotes orderly compact growth.

Policy 1 Accommodate development only when the required street and road improvements have
been made prior to or concurrent with actual development. Concurrency indicates that
facilities are available within six years of the development.
Strategies:

A. Payment of mitigation fees is considered concurrency.

B. Required improvements included and funded in the six-year TIP constitutes

concurrency.

Policy 2 Require new subdivision development to be improved to full city street and utility
standards.
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Policy 3 Platted but undeveloped right of way should not be permitted to be used for residential
access until the street has been developed to adopted standards and accepted by the city.

Policy 4 Obtain future street rights of way or easements prior to or concurrent with developments to
facilitate access to adjoining future developments.
Policy 5 Require residential, commercial, and industrial developments to facilitate pedestrian,

bicycle, and motorized transportation in accordance with the City's Adopted “Complete
Streets” standards.

Goal 2. To develop, maintain and operate a balanced, safe, and efficient multi-modal
transportation system to serve all persons, special needs populations and activities in the
community.

Policy 1 Provide appropriate standards for new streets and upgrade of existing streets.

Policy 2 Form Local improvement Districts (LIDs) to improve existing substandard streets, including
provision of sidewalks and bicycle accommodation where appropriate, with costs repaid
through local tax assessments.

Policy 3 Regularly schedule data collection and analysis, including traffic and accident data, to
support studies, planning and operational activities.
Policy 4 Maintain a current street system plan for the city and its urban growth area that is

consistent with the Land Use Element and meets the circulation needs of the city’s residents,
visitors, businesses, and industry.
Strategies:
A. Maintain an annually updated listing of prioritized road improvement needs based
on the Transportation Element.
B. Annual updates of the six-year Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) shall be
consistent with this plan.

Policy 5 Connect all transportation modes by coordinating planning of transportation programs,
operation of facilities, and project site design.

Policy 6 Establish appropriate truck routes to serve existing and future commercial and industrial
areas for the orderly and efficient movement of freight and goods.

Policy 7 Encourage the improvement and establishment of terminal facilities to enhance agricultural,
commercial, and industrial use.

Policy 8 Preserve opportunities for industrial development that could be enhanced by accessibility to
rail service.

Policy 9 Preserve existing rail infrastructure and rail service within the city.

Policy 10 Continue to give top priority to maintenance and preservation of existing transportation
facilities and services.

Policy 11 Provide a safe and efficient transportation and circulation system that addresses the needs

of the city’s residents, promotes and supports the desired fand use pattern, and is
developed concurrent with new growth.

Strategy:
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A. The city shall make every effort to provide all segments of the population with safe
and convenient access from their homes to places of employment, shopping,
recreation, and to public facilities and services.

Policy 12

Encourage cooperation between governmental and private enterprises to increase overall
safety awareness.

Policy 13

Provide appropriate traffic control measures.

Policy 14

Provide safe crossings at potentially hazardous locations for pedestrians and bicyclists.

Policy 16

Promote energy efficient modes of transportation such as high occupancy vehicles, bicycling,
and walking.

Goal 3. To recognize bicycle and pedestrian movement as basic means of circulation and to
assure adequate accommodation of bicycle, pedestrian, and physically challenged persons
needs in all transportation policies and facilities.

Policy 1

Strive to provide a system of bicycle routes and pedestrian walkways that link
neighborhoods and public facilities and that enhance the walking and bicycling experience.
Strategies:
A. Determine where bicycle and pedestrian routes should be designated and
encourage their construction and use.
B. Link schools, parks, sport and commercial areas, and other public and semi-public
facilities with pedestrian and bicycle facilities.
C. Develop a linkage system in areas where sidewalks are intermittent or non-
existent.
D. Replace old, substandard sidewalks as funding permits.
E. Provide wheelchair ramps and other aids to enhance safe mobility for the
handicapped.
F. Provide illumination at potentially hazardous street crossings.
G. Sign and delineate designated bike routes.
H. Purchase and install bicycle racks at the park, and at other high-use areas.

Policy 2

Develop a multiple use trail from Columbia Avenue to facilitate school access.

Policy 3

Take advantage of corridors such as power lines, surplus street rights of way, buffer zones,
and public lands for multiple use trails and pathways.

Policy 4

Require sidewalks on both sides of streets in public and private development projects in
accordance with the City's “Complete Streets” standards.

Policy 5

Require single and multi-family residential development to provide bicycle friendly streets
and sidewalks within the development and to the nearest improved street.

Policy 6

Develop and/or adopt design standards for bicycle friendly streets, sidewalks, crosswalks,
bike racks, and multiple use trails and pathways.

Policy 7

Require new and improved commercial centers to be located and designed to facilitate
access and circulation by alternative transportation modes.

Policy 8

Maintain roadways, sidewalks and pathways in a safe condition.
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Policy 9 Promote educational programs to enhance the safety and practicality of travel by bicycle.

Policy 10 Promote the enforcement of traffic laws for bicycle transportation.

Policy 11 |dentify and include appropriate pedestrian and bicycle elements in major street
improvement projects to be included in the six-year TIP.

Policy 12 Include stand-alone pedestrian and bicycle projects in the six-year TIP.

Policy 13 Actively seek state and federal grants for non-motorized transportation improvement

projects.

Goal 4. To ensure adequate parking in the downtown area which supports economic growth,
and is consistent with downtown design and pedestrian circulation goals.

Policy 1

Require off-street parking and loading areas in new commercial and industrial
developments.

Strategy:
A. Off-street parking should be designed to integrate with, or at least not interfere

with, pedestrian amenities and access by bicycles.

Policy 2

Promote adequate parking for high-density residential, commercial, and industrial areas.

Goal 5. To manage, conserve and protect Connell’s natural resources through a balance of
development activities complemented with sound environmental practices.

Policy 1 Facilities associated with transportation and circulation should be located and designed with
respect to such natural features as topography, soils, geology, floodplains, streams,
shorelines, marshes, and aquifer recharge areas.

Policy 2 Route new streets to avoid encroaching on natural preserves, parks and recreation areas
and identified critical areas, and to preserve scenic areas and open spaces.

Policy 3 Strive to plan, construct, and maintain transportation facilities in such a manner as to
promote positive social, economic, and environmental impacts.

Policy 4 Provide adequate review procedures to ensure that transportation projects and
improvements protect aesthetic values.

Policy 5 Ensure the preservation and construction of the natural and built environments through

proper management and allocation of land uses and transportation facilities.

Goal 6. To actively influence the future character of the City by managing land use change
and by developing City facilities and services in a manner that directs and controls land use
patterns and intensities.

Policy 1 Review development proposals, rezoning and vacating petitions, variance requests,
subdivision plats and commercial and industrial construction site plans to ensure
coordination with the Transportation Element.

Policy 2 Establish procedures to ensure that development does not encroach upon future right-of-way

needs.
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Policy 3

Develop a transportation system that meets the circulation needs of commercial and
industrial development.

Policy 4

Encourage commercial and multi-family developments to use joint access points to aid in
traffic control and to protect and enhance the carrying capacity of the transportation system.

Policy 5

Maintain a current street system plan for the city and its urban growth area that is
consistent with the Land Use Element and meets the circulation needs of its citizens and
businesses, and that will serve to attract future businesses.

Policy 6

To the extent feasible, continue the grid system of streets and blocks in new developments.

Policy 7

Encourage major traffic generators such as schools, churches, shopping, and industrial areas
to locate on or near arterials and collector streets.

Policy 8

Coordinate land use and public works planning activities with an on-going program of
financial forecasting for needed transportation facilities and services. Utilize the city’s long-
range financial management plan as a guide for:

Strategies:
A. Monitoring the overall effectiveness of the Transportation Element

B. Balancing land use decisions with the city’s financial capability to provide
transportation facilities and services.

Policy 9

Protect and pursue acquisition of land needed to connect existing and planned rights of way.

Goal 7. To provide a comprehensive system of parks and open spaces that responds to the
recreational, cultural, environmental and aesthetic needs and desires of the City’s residents.

Policy 1

Assure provision of adequate transportation infrastructure, including bicycle and pedestrian
facilities according to the City's “Complete Streets” policy, to meet access needs to the City's
existing and proposed parks, playgrounds, and open spaces.

Strateqy:
A. Provide vehicle parking, bicycle racks and facilities for the physically impaired.

Goal 8. - To provide a local transportation system that is coordinated and consistent with the
regional transportation network.

Policy 1

Coordinate with Franklin County, the RTPO, and other affected groups and agencies to
establish an integrated planning effort that ensures consistency and compatibility between
transportation plans and objectives.

Policy 2

Coordinate with the State Department of Transportation in the review of development
requests adjacent to or impacting US 395 and SR 260.

Strategy:
A. Provide an environmental buffer strip between state routes and adjacent uses to

minimize disturbance due to noise and other highway impacts.

Policy 3

Involve affected neighborhoods and other interested citizens and groups in the planning of
street improvement projects.
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Policy 4 Public awareness and review should be an integral part of any proposed transportation
plan, program, or project.

Goal 9. - To secure funding through grants, mitigations, and general funds for safety and
capacity measures to maintain adopted LOS standards.

Policy 1 Pursue federal and state grants.

Policy 2 Use an environmental mitigation system that identifies:

e Safety and capacity improvements based on any projected deficiencies.

e (Costs of improvements needed to mitigate increased traffic reflected in the annual
capital improvement plan update.

e Fair share costs determined from the capacity improvement cost and the 20-year
increase in traffic. (Update annually for newly added projects and mitigation of fair
share costs.)

e Mitigation assessments, determined by the number of development trips and the
capacity or safety improvement fair share cost.

e Mitigation assessments that may be used for identified capacity or safety
improvements.

Policy 3 Update the capital improvement plan annually, adding new projects and deleting completed

projects.

Goal 10. - To provide public transportation service accessibility for elderly, disabled, low and
moderate income, youth, and other mobility disadvantaged people between Connell and the
Tri-Cities.

Policy 1 Pursue inclusion in Ben Franklin Transit’s Public Transportation Benefit Area when need and
public sentiment become evident.
Strategy:

A. Periodically sample public interest.

Policy 2 Consider implementation of a shuttle van service to the Tri-Cities, including coordination of
interconnecting bus, train, and plane schedules.

Policy 3 Plan for a park and ride lot/transit center.

Policy 4 Support future transit feasibility by encouraging and facilitating high-density residential
development near the downtown commercial area.
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