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HINGTON

PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDA

Monday, June 22, 2026

5:30 PM
Connell City Hall
104 E. Adams St. Connell, WA

1. CALLTO ORDER

2. ROLL CALL
Robert Misener, Jerry Sackman, Ray Minor, Jack Brandt, Robert Welch

3. CONSENT CALENDAR
Minutes from May 27, 2026 meeting of Planning Commission

4. ORDER OF BUSINESS

a. Zoning Discussion

5. OTHER

Next Planning Commission Meeting: July 27, 2026.

6. ADJOURN

The public is welcome and encouraged to attend this meeting. The City of Connell wishes to provide
reasonable access to all public meeting for individuals with disabilities. Please contact the City Clerk at least
three business days prior to the meeting for accommodations to be arranged.
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WASHINGTON

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
May 27, 2026

BUSINESS

The regular meeting of the Connell Planning Commission was called to order by Chair
Misener at 5:30 PM in Connell City Hall.

ROLL CALL
Commission Members Present:

e Robert Meisner
e JackBrant

e RayMinor

e RobertWelch
e Jerry Sackman

Staff Members Present:

e Shelly Harper, Mayor
e Frank Scopa, Planning Director
e Joni Cochran, Community Development Manager

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Commissioner Welch motioned to approve the minutes from the April 2026 Planning
Commission Meeting. Commissioner Minor seconded the motion. Motion carried

unanimously.
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BUSINESS

Agenda Item 4A - Comprehensive Plan Review (Utilities Element, Water System

Element, Wastewater Disposal Element, and Transportation & Circulation Etement

Utilities element discussion focused on updates to maps, data, and system capacity. Anderson Perry
conducting assessment on the water system following Lamb Weston closure (previously used ~70%
of supply). Wells 2, 3, and 6 inactive but not decommissioned; cost estimated at $50,000-$100,000
per well to repair. Concerns raised regarding potential loss of water rights for unused wells. Grant
(~$300,000) awarded for possible new well; further evaluation needed. One of the wastewater
lagoons are offline due to liner failure; repair or rebid underway. Commissioner Brandt mentioned
that the there may be a grant out there since one of the prisons just put in multiple new Aerators
with a cost of approximately $20,000 a piece. Also requested updated data on infiltration/inflow and
sludge levels. Recycling center locations require updates. Verification needed for reservoir and water
tower inspections (3-5 year cycle). Historic water loss noted at 24.8% with target reduction to 10% by
2035 need update. Public Transit options need to include People-to-People (Othello-Connell route)
and potential new Spokane—Tri Cities route. Commissioner minor stressed the point to include
updates on the other side of highway 395. Commissioner Meisner brought up that the traffic counts
are outdated and updated information needed with coordination of WSDOT recommended.
Ongoing issues with street conditions, sidewalks, and freeway-area coverage discussed. Alternative
e-bike routes discussed and updated to plan requested as growing concerns regarding e-bikes and
e-scooters, particularly youth usage. Additional research on regulations (speed, helmets, age limits)
needed. Potential development of local ordinance and updates to "Complete Streets” policies
proposed. Proposal to utilize student surveys for a 10-year infrastructure plan. The increased train
frequency is causing delays and safety concerns. Continued discussion on mitigation and need for
infrastructure solutions. Downtown parking shortages discussed. Project underway to convert area
near C Street Vault into parking. Opportunity to improve striping and shared-use agreements with
local properties. Updates to housing element underway. Discussion of state requirements for low-
income and high-density housing designation. Potential areas identified near clinic and trailer park
for said housing. Legal review requested for zoning issues, including Oasis 2 development. There is a
strong preference to maintain agricultural community identity amount the community. Recognition
of need for limited industry to support local economy. Interest in agritourism and revitalization of
community events. Discussion of barriers to small business growth and need to improve city
processes.

OTHERITEMS

Community survey results (28 responses) indicate preference for agricultural character. Desire for
increased local shopping/dining. Note limited support for manufacturing expansion.
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Guest comments from Bruce Learman sparked conversation about how the city can help small
businesses and what the planning commission is doing. There was some discussion ultimately the
planning commission is not in charge of this aspect of the City and the guest was directed to the
chamber of commerce.

Future meeting planned for Mon day, June 22, 2026, at 5:30 PM.

MEETING ADJOURNED

There being no further business before the Connell Planning Commission, Chair Misener
adjourned the meeting at 7:36 PM.

ATTEST:

City Clerk Marissa Ortiz Chair Robert Misener
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