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PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDA

Monday, August 3, 2026

5:30 PM
Connell City Hall
104 E. Adams St. Connell, WA

1. CALLTO ORDER

2. ROLL CALL
Robert Misener
Jerry Sackman
Ray Minor
Jack Brandt
Robert Welch

3. CONSENT CALENDAR
Minutes from June 22, 2026 meeting of Planning Commission

4. ORDER OF BUSINESS

a. Davis Building Options
5. OTHER

Next Planning Commission Meeting: August 24, 2026.

6. ADJOURN

The public is welcome and encouraged to attend this meeting. The City of Connell wishes to provide
reasonable access to all public meeting for individuals with disabilities. Please contact the City Clerk at least
three business days prior to the meeting for accommodations to be arranged.
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PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
June 22,2026

BUSINESS

The regular meeting of the Connell Planning Commission was called to order by Chair
Misener at 5:30 PM in Connell City Hall.

ROLL CALL
Commission Members Present:

e Robert Misener

e Jack Brant

e RobertWelch

e Jerry Sackmann

e Excused Absent: Ray Minor

Staff Members Present:

e Shelly Harper, Mayor
e Frank Scopa, Planning Director
e Joni Cochran, Community Development Manager

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Commissioner Sackmann motioned to approve the minutes from the May 2026 Planning
Commission Meeting. Commissioner Brandt seconded the motion. Motion carried

unanimously.

BUSINESS

Agenda Item 4A - Zoning Discussion

Discussion was held regarding the unresolved status of the Oasis 2 development and legal
strategies for subdivision code amendments. Per the discussion that Mayor Haper and
Planning Director Scopa had with attorney Amit Ranade, two options were provided based
on the assumption that the land would go up for auction and be purchased by a different
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entity, which did not occur. As of now, the original owner still owns the property and is
scheduled to meet with Franklin County Planning tomorrow, June 23, 2026, to discuss
options for moving forward, as Franklin County has assumed responsibility for all planning
and most permitting for the City of Connell. Commissioner Welch voiced that immediate
action should be taken to amend the subdivision code to establish standards and
processes for revoking preliminary plat approvals, as that is all the current owner holds.
This would then allow for potential legal action to revoke the preliminary plat approval
granted for the development. The commissioners unanimously agreed with this course of
action, noting that financial and legal risks associated with potential developer pushback
could arise. Community Development Manager Cochran Roney pointed out that, since the
attorney was operating under the assumption that the land was being sold, this may not be
a viable course of action; further discussion with the attorney would be necessary.
However, to prevent similar situations in the future, the commission could still recommend
amendments to the subdivision code. This led to a motion by Mayor Harper to recommend
amending the subdivision code to allow for the revocation of preliminary plat approvals,
which was seconded by Commissioner Misener. Next steps include clarifying legal
standing and preparing a code amendment memo to propose to the City Council.

OTHER ITEMS

Commissioner Misener brought up the potential of adding a Rural Residential zone to
possibly annex the Neal Smick plots across the highway, which would allow those plots to
have livestock animals without requiring changes to city codes if annexed into the city.

Commissioner Welch provided a sample of potential business incentives that need to be
further reviewed.

Community Development Manager Cochran Roney provided the final comprehensive plan
survey results, including all 37 participants’ responses.

A brief discussion was held to clarify questions from the previous meeting regarding the
wastewater lagoons. The second lagoon is the one experiencing issues, and efforts are
underway to have it repaired, as well as to review the farm lease for the field into which the
wastewater is distributed.

The comprehensive plan update is still in progress. Commissioners recommended that the
final draft specify a location for migrant housing.

Commissioner Welch requested that records be reviewed regarding an interchange near
the prison that was promised by the Department of Transportation when the road under the
highway was closed, as it has not yet been constructed.
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A future meeting is planned for Monday, August 3, 2026, at 5:30 p.m., as Commissioners
Misener and Welch are unable to attend the originally scheduled date of Monday, July 27,
2026.

MEETING ADJOURNED

There being no further business before the Connell Planning Commission, Chair Misener
adjourned the meeting at 6:21pm.

ATTEST:
Community Development Manager, Planning Commission Chair,
Joni Cochran Roney Robert Misener
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