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CODE ENFORCEMENT BOARD HEARING
July 13, 2026

BUSINESS

The requested hearing of the Connell Code Enforcement Board was called to order by Chair
Steele at 6:00 PM in Connell City Hall.

ROLL CALL
Commission Members Present:

e Tyson Steele

e Rebecka Harrington

e Jorge Ortiz

e Unexcused Absent: Cheyenne Nigh
e Unexcused Absent: Joe Escalera

Staff Members Present:

e Shelly Harper, Mayor
e Tyra Gilbert, Code Enforcement Officer
e Joni Cochran Roney, Community Development Manager

BUSINESS

Issue 1-433S. Columbia Ave., Connell, WA - Connell Inn & Suites — Pool
Code Enforcement Officer Tyra Gilbert reviewed the timeline of City actions and property owner
correspondence provided in the meeting agenda. She emphasized the hazardous and unsightly
condition of the pool while acknowledging that previous administrations had not taken action to
address the issue. However, she noted that the current administration is taking steps to remedy past
neglect of code enforcement and to move forward with a more consistent and effective enforcement
of City codes.
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Issue 2-4 - 436 S. Columbia Ave., Connell, WA - Cuts & Curls - Sign , 402 & 433 S.
Columbia Ave., Connell, WA - Connell Inn & Suits - Signs, & 452 S. Columbia Ave.,
Connell, WA - Burger Factory - Signs

Code Enforcement Officer Tyra Gilbert reviewed the timeline of City actions and property owner
correspondence provided in the meeting agenda. Acknowledging that temporary signs have been
placed on the Burger Factory menu and on the south side of the Inn & Suites sign. However, the
north side of the Inn & Suites sign, the Motel sign on the east property, and the Cuts and Curls have
not been covered or removed.

Regarding all listed issues, emphasis was placed on the fact that in correspondences received from
the property owners providing an estimated time for completion those dates would come and go
with the issue not being fully addressed.

Ken Chipchase, representative for property owner Last Chapter Private Family Management Co.,
commented on the issues, stating that the pool has been abandoned for nearly 20 years and claimed
that the lack of action from the previous City administrations should be relevant. He explained that
the lack of completion during set timelines is due to financial and resource challenges, as they rely
on income from agricultural business operations. With that in mind, Ken Chipchase states that their
vendor is set to deliver fill dirt by Wednesday, July 15, 2026, to fill pool, with pool area cleanup,
including surrounding structures, to follow. He further noted that there are eventual plans to
concrete over site at some point in the future.

Regarding the signs on the building Ken Chipchase, cited legal counsel's interpretation that only
dilapidated or hazardous signs must be removed per Chapter 17.22a of Connell Municipal Code. He
disputed the need for removal on non-dilapidated, non-hazardous signs. Further stating that plans
to update to the restaurant signs within 45 days and plans for the motel to reopen, pending state
business license approval and does not wish to remove motel signage prematurely. Community
Development Manager, Joni Cochran Roney clarified by reading code 17.22a.060 (Maintenance and
removal of signs) which states “Any vacant commercial building signs and/or unused sign support
structures, poles, or other remnants of old signs which are not currently in use or not proposed for
immediate reuse shall be removed. In addition to the remedies provided in this title, the City shall
have the authority to require the repair, maintenance, or removal of any sign or sign structure that
has become dilapidated or represents a hazard to the safety, health, or welfare of the public, at the
cost of the sign owner and/or property owner.". Also communicated that, in leu of removing the
signs, temporary covering of the signs is acceptable. With the goal of not having misleading signage
for the public leading them to believe the businesses are open.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Burl Booker Connell: Praised property owner's visible improvements, particularly on west side of the
motel. Noted extensive work required but commended what had been accomplished.

Bevin Davis: Provided context about increased city hall enforcement compared to past; highlighted
benefits of improved communication between owners and city; offered historical insight on property
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and city enforcement. Consensus from public: visible progress and encouragement to maintain good
communication and collaboration.

MEETING RECESSED

Connell Code Enforcement Board Chairman Steele recessed the hearing at 6:27 PM to
enter closed session to deliberate whether to allot more time for the property owner to
complete the necessary tasks or to allow the City to start the abatement process.

MEETING RECONVENED
Connell Code Enforcement Board Chairman Steele called the hearing to order at 6:52 PM.

Chairman Steele presented the unanimous decision that the property owner must fillin the
pool with dirt (as owner stated would be done by July 15) and cover all visible graffiti (paint
or otherwise mask). As well as remove or adequately cover any outdated signs by July 27,
2026 (Two Weeks). Failure to comply by July 27, 2026, will result in $100 per day fine until
compliance. Additionally, the removal of pool walls is required to be completed by October
12, 2026 (90 days from meeting date). If not performed by deadline, the city will proceed
with abatement and charge material removal costs to owner. Chairman Steele offered to
help owner locate a dumping site for wall debris to reduce costs. Ongoing willingness to
assist in removals and solution implementation to maintain good relations.

ACTION ITEMS

Property owner:

- Filtin pool, cover graffiti, remove or cover outdated signs by July 27, 2026.
- Remove pool walls by October 12, 2026. Notify city when pool wall removalis to
begin to coordinate dumping assistance.

City/Code Enforcement Officer:

- Monitor property for compliance after July 27, 2026 and October 12, 2026
deadlines.

- Provide assistance for sign removal or covering, pool wall removal, and dumping
logistics as needed.

- Continue communication and offer support to maintain positive working
relationship.

- Impose $100/day fine if initial compliance (pool, graffiti, signs) not met by July
27, 2026. Authorize city abatement and cost recovery for wall removal if not
complete by October 12, 2026.
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MEETING ADJOURNED

There being no further business before the Connell Code Enforcement Board, Chairman
Steele adjourned the meeting at 6:56 PM.

ATTEST:

N }/n
C@Jn%oﬁty l@e{pment Manager, Codé Enforcement Board Chairman,
Joni Cochran Roney Tyson Steele
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