City of Connell, Washington
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA

Connell City Hall - 104 E. Adams Street
Regular Meeting
August 21, 2024, 6:00 PM

1. CALL TO ORDER

2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. ROLL CALL

4. CORRESPONDENCE/PRESENTATIONS

a) Presentation: Fiber Project in Connell

5. CONSENT CALENDAR

All matters listed within the Consent Calendar have been distributed to each member of
the Connell City Council for reading and study, are considered to be routine, and will
be enacted by one motion of the Council with no separate discussion. If separate
discussion is desired, that item may be removed from the Consent Calendar and

placed on the Regular Agenda by request.

a) Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting August 7, 2024
b) Accounts payable 8/21/2024 for $106,924.21

c) Check Register 8/1/24 for $339.74

d) Payroll Register 7/19/24 — 7/19/24 for $97,499.36

e) Payroll Register 8/5/24 — 8/5/24 for $129,683.11

6. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
ORDER OF BUSINESS

7. Resolution No. 2024-08 - Surplus Fire Department Equipment
8. Closed Record Hearing — Heritage Heights Preliminary Plat
9. Discuss Communications Sales Tax
10. EXECUTIVE/CLOSED SESSION -
a) RCW 42.30.110 (1)(i) Discussion with legal counsel about legal risks of current
or proposed action.

11. COMMITTEE, CITY ADMINISTRATOR, AND DEPARTMENT REPORTS
12. CITIZEN COMMENT/NON-AGENDA ITEMS

13. CITY COUNCIL CLOSING REMARKS

14. ADJOURNMENT

The public is welcome and encouraged to attend this meeting. The City of Connell wishes to
provide reasonable access to all public meetings for individuals with disabilities. Please
contact the City Clerk at least three business days prior to the meeting for accommodations to
be arranged.



THE MISSION OF THE CITY OF CONNELL IS:
To partner with the community, enriching the quality of

life and delivering a range of services in a fiscally
sustainable manner.

Engaging the public and embracing diversity, we
maintain a focus on the future, remaining flexible and
responsive, to foster a small-town character that
supports growth.




REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY OF CONNELL, WASHINGTON
CONNELL, FRANKLIN COUNTY, WASHINGTON
August 7, 2024

The Regular meeting of the Connell City Council was called to order by Mayor Lee Barrow at
6:01 pm in the City Hall and was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL

Mayor Lee Barrow and Councilmember’s: Joe Escalera, Pat Barrera (joined by zoom), Shelly
Harper, Preston Hart and John White.

STAFF PRESENT:

Fire Chief Ken Woffenden, City Administrator Cathleen Koch, City Clerk Marissa Ortiz, Police
Chief Chris Lee, City Treasurer Teresa Steele, Public Works Director Hallie Tuck, Building
Services Clerk Sterling Joyner and City Attorney Heidi Ellerd.

CONSENT CALENDAR
Motion: Mayor Pro Tem Harper moved to approve the consent calendar as presented:

a) Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting June 19, 2024

b) Accounts Payable 8/7/24 for $172,497.00

¢) Check Register 6/21/24 for $15.586.29

d) Check Register 7/1/24 for $319.52

e) Check Register 7/03/24 for $139,562.77

f)  Check Register 7/17/24 for $161,696.91

g) Check Register 7/18/24 for $3,447.79

h) Check Register 7/29/24 for $3,319.42

i) Payroll Register 6/20/24 — 6/20/24 for $79,062.31

J) Payroll Register 7/05/24 - 7/05/24 for $129,551.00
Councilmember Escalera seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Motion: Mayor Pro Tem Harper moved to approve the agenda as presented. Councilmember
Hart seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

DISCUSS CMC 17.19.100 ENCLOSURE TRASH CONTAINERS & PLANNING
COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION

The City Council held a discussion on the development regulations for screening trash containers
in commercial, industrial, and public facility zoning districts. The City of Connell adopted such
regulations in 1997, and since then, staff had worked with applicants during site plan review
processes to ensure they had a suitable location for trash containers or bins. On February 21,
2024, the City Council held the initial debate on CMC 17.19.100 the enclosure of trash
containers and instructed staff to prepare an ordinance to repeal it. Staff prepared the draft
ordinance and routed it to the Department of Commerce as required. Commerce agreed to
expedite the review on March 18, 2024, and the 60-day notice period elapsed on May 3, 2024. A
SEPA checklist was conducted, and that comment period concluded on May 16, 2024, no



MEETING OF THE CITY OF CONNELL
Regular Council Meeting — August 7, 2024

comments or appeals were received. On May 28, 2024, the Planning Commission held an open
record public hearing and recommended that the trash enclosure section be retained. The
Commission proposed sending a compliance letter to all businesses that provided simple
compliance solutions, such as installing a fence, instead of a brick wall.

After the discussion, the city Councilmembers engaged in a question-and-answer session with
staff members. Councilmembers Harper and Escalera recommended repealing the section in the
code. Councilmember Hart stated that repealing the section would not resolve the issue, and
Councilmember Barrera agreed. Councilmember White was in favor of retaining as well. City
Administrator Cathleen Koch said the city would work with business owners, particularly those
with buildings constructed before 1997, unless a change of use was made to the existing
business.

Motion: Councilmember Hart moved to approve the recommendation from Planning
Commission and not repeal Connell Municipal Code Section 17.19.100 regarding trash container
enclosures. Councilmember White seconded the motion. (4-1 vote) Motion carried.

BASIN DISPOSAL FUEL SURCHARGE

Basin Disposal, Inc. proposed a 1.03% fuel surcharge for the billing invoices for the months of
September and October 2024 as fuel prices remained high. For the Council’s review the new
proposed fuel surcharge and rate sheet was provided. Staff recommended that the fuel surcharge
be approved at the 1.03% rate and any future increases would be considered separately.

Motion: Mayor Pro Tem Harper moved to approve a fuel surcharge of 1.03% be added to
garbage bills for the months of September and October 2024. Councilmember Escalera seconded
the motion. (4-1 vote) Motion carried.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS

Public Works Director, Hallie Tuck — Provided an update on the Clark Street chip seal project
and gave a timeline for the completion of the striping and the crosswalk replacement along the
school district street.

Police Chief, Chris Lee — Spoke about a dog bite incident that occurred in Connell, clarified how
the Police Department handled it versus what was being said.

Fire Chief, Ken Woffenden — Reported that Washington Surveying and Rating Bureau (WSRB)

completed an evaluation of the fire protection capabilities of the community. The Protection

Classification (PC) for the City of Connell was rated a Protection Class 6.
COMMENTS/NON-AGENDA ITEMS

Katherine Trowbridge — Wished Mary Hall would be honored and remembered for her
community involvement as a member of the Connell Community Club.

Lauren Smith — Clarified the Public Works Department report regarding the replacement of
certain crosswalks along Clark Street in connection with the School District buildings.
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MEETING OF THE CITY OF CONNELL
Regular Council Meeting — August 7, 2024

Kara Booker - Expressed her concerns regarding the City Council's decision on the enclosure of
trash containers section of the code.

MEETING ADJOURNED

There being no further business before the City Council of Connell Mayor Barrow adjourned the
meeting at 6:57 pm.

Lee Barrow, Mayor
ATTEST:
Marissa Ortiz, City Clerk
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CHECK REGISTER

City Of Connell Time: 08:34:22 Date: 08/01/2024
08/01/2024 To: 08/01/2024 Page: 1
Trans Date Type Acct# Chk# Claimant Amount Memo
2995 08/01/2024 Claims 7 44494 U.S. Post Office 339.74 August Utility Billing Postage
401 Water Fund 169.87
402 Sewer Fund 169.87
Claims: 339.74
339.74

WE, the members of the City Council of the City of Connell, Washington, DO HEREBY certify that the
merchandise or services listed above have been received and that the above listed vouchers and the
related checks have been reviewed and approved for payment by the City of Connell Council. DATED
this day of 20 .

ATTEST:

Councilmember Councilmember Mayor
s

] .
Finance Director




CHECK REGISTER

City Of Connell Time: 09:58:19 Date: 08/15/2024
07/19/2024 To: 07/19/2024 Page: 1

Trans Date Type Acct# Chk# Claimant Amount Memo

2757 07/19/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 2,866.10

2758 07/19/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 2,622 45

2759 07/19/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 308.09

2760 07/19/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 1,213.71

2761 07/19/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 1,822.14

2762 07/19/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 1,588.15

2763 07/19/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 700.53

2764 07/19/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 762.22

2765 07/19/2024  Payroll 7 EFT 263.10

2766 07/19/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 231.10

2767 07/19/2024  Payroll 7 EFT 308.09

2768 07/19/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 3,034.40

2769 07/19/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 1,546.24

2770 07/19/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 710.27

2771 07/19/2024  Payroll 7 EFT 3,634.40

2772 07/19/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 308.09

2773 07/19/2024  Payroll 7 EFT 308.09

2774 07/19/2024  Payroll 7 EFT 87.69

2775 07/19/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 2,559.07

2776 07/19/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 1,502.85

2777 07/19/2024  Payroll 7 EFT 1,554.60

2778 07/19/2024  Payroll 7 EFT 2,029.04

2779 07/19/2024  Payroll 7 EFT 1,313.16

2780 07/19/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 3,638.81

2781 07/19/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 512.75

2782 07/19/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 306.84

2783 07/19/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 233.86

2784 07/19/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 4,131.80

2785 07/19/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 804.44

2786 07/19/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 814.18

2787 07/19/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 98.67

2788 07/19/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 2,436.41

2789 07/19/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 2,216.98

2790 07/19/2024  Payroll 7 EFT 1,125.43

2791 07/19/2024  Payroll 7 EFT 567.39

2792 07/19/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 2,535.67

2793 07/19/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 684.30

2794 07/19/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 1,371.30

2795 07/19/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 2,446.39

2797 07/19/2024  Payroll 7 EFT 2,504.70

2798 07/19/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 2,237.97

2799 07/19/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 308.09

2800 07/19/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 2,905.74

2801 07/19/2024  Payroll 7 EFT 836.92

2866 07/19/2024 Payroll 7 EFT MT457-306685 350.00 Pay Cycle(s) 07/19/2024 To
07/19/2024 - ICMA-457

2869 07/19/2024 Payroll 7 EFT Community First Bank 21,709.52 941 Deposit for Pay Cycle(s)
07/19/2024 - 07/19/2024

2870 07/19/2024 Payroll 7 EFT Department Of Retirement 10,596.36 Pay Cycle(s) 07/19/2024 To
07/19/2024 - PERS 2; Pay
Cycle(s) 07/19/2024 To

07/19/2024 - LEOFF 2; Pay
Cycle(s) 07/19/2024 To
07/19/2024 - PERS 3

2796 07/19/2024 Payroll 7 44440 851.26
001 General Fund 72,019.01
101 Street 1,966.78

401 Water Fund 11,164.44



CHECK REGISTER

City Of Connell Time: 09:58:19 Date: 08/15/2024
07/19/2024 To: 07/19/2024 Page: 2
Trans Date Type Acct# Chk# Claimant Amount Memo
402 Sewer Fund 12,349.13
97,499.36 Payroll: 97,499.36

WE, the members of the City Council of the City of Connell, Washington, DO HEREBY certify that the

merchandise or services listed above have been received and that the above listed vouchers and the

related checks have been reviewed and approved for payment by the City of Connell Council. DATED

this day of 20
ATTEST:
Councilmember Councilmember Mayor

Finance Director



CHECK REGISTER

City Of Connell Time: 09:58:59 Date: 08/15/2024
08/05/2024 To: 08/05/2024 Page: 1

Trans Date Type Acct# Chk# Claimant Amount Memo

3003 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 2,185.06

3004 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 2,558.30

3005 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 35.76

3006 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 2,240.63

3007 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 71.53

3008 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 71.53

3009 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 1,747.27

3010 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 71.99

3011 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 668.05

3012 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 612.86

3013 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 554.41

3014 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 71.53

3015 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 130.08

3016 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 2,195.80

3017 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 71.53

3018 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 1,473.75

3019 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 629.09

3020 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 2,743.47

3021 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 35.76

3022 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 2,364.46

3023 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 1,652.77

3024 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 1,683.98

3025 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 2,193.36

3026 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 1,437.04

3027 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 3,635.00

3029 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 837.49

3030 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 1,052.12

3031 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 599.87

3032 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 35.76

3033 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 3,812.27

3034 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 934.27

3035 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 1,045.06

3036 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 233.86

3037 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 71.53

3038 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 71.53

3039 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 2,439.41

3040 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 2,507.50

3041 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 924.93

3042 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 651.82

3043 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 2,332.97

3044 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 801.20

3045 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 889.96

3046 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 2,445.04

3049 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 2,505.75

3050 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 71.53

3051 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 71.53

3052 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 107.28

3053 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 35.76

3054 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 2,231.79

3055 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 71.53

3057 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 2,899.86

3058 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT 742.75

3062 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT MT457-306685 350.00 Pay Cycle(s) 08/05/2024 To

08/05/2024 - ICMA-457
3069 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT Community First Bank 20,116.00 941 Deposit for Pay Cycle(s)

08/05/2024 - 08/05/2024



CHECK REGISTER

City Of Connell Time: 09:58:59 Date: 08/15/2024
08/05/2024 To: 08/05/2024 Page: 2

Trans Date Type Acct# Chk# Claimant Amount Memo

3070 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 EFT Department Of Retirement 10,245.25 Pay Cycle(s) 08/05/2024 To
08/05/2024 - PERS 2; Pay
Cycle(s) 08/05/2024 To
08/05/2024 - LEOFF 2; Pay
Cycle(s) 08/05/2024 To
08/05/2024 - PERS 3

3028 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 44495 242.71

3047 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 44496 35.76

3048 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 44497 208.29

3056 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 44498 107.87

3071 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 44499 AFLAC 238.21 Pay Cycle(s) 07/19/2024 To
08/05/2024 - AFLAC Addtl (AT);
Pay Cycle(s) 07/19/2024 To
08/05/2024 - AFLAC Pre-Tax

3072 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 44500 AWC Employee Benefits Trst 26,295.52 Pay Cycle(s) 07/19/2024 To
08/05/2024 - AWC; Pay Cycle(s)
07/19/2024 To 08/05/2024 -
AWC Dental; Pay Cycle(s)
07/19/2024 To 08/05/2024 -
AWC-Life/Dep; Pay Cycle(s)
07/19/2024 To 08/05/2024 -
AWC-Life;

3073 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 44501 Wesley Graham American Legal 21.72 Pay Cycle(s) 07/19/2024 To

Services 08/05/2024 - ALS

3074 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 44502 NW Admin. Transfer Acct. 9,764.40 Pay Cycle(s) 07/19/2024 To
08/05/2024 - NW Administrator

3075 08/05/2024 Payroll 7 44503 Teamsters Local Union # 839 498.00 Pay Cycle(s) 07/19/2024 To

08/05/2024 - Union # 839

001 General Fund
101 Street

401 Water Fund
402 Sewer Fund

129,683.11 Payroll:

88,795.99

5,470.13
17,984.29
17,432.70

129,683.11

WE, the members of the City Council of the City of Connell, Washington, DO HEREBY certify that the
merchandise or services listed above have been received and that the above listed vouchers and the
related checks have been reviewed and approved for payment by the City of Connell Council. DATED

this day of 20
ATTEST:
Councilmember Councilmember Mayor

Finance Director
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DATE: AUGUST 21, 2024

TO: MAYOR & COUNCILMEMBERS

FROM: KEN WOFFENDEN, FIRE CHIEF

RE: RESOLUTION NO. 2024-08 — SURPLUS FIRE DEPARTMENT
EQUIPMENT

Resolution 2024-08 has been prepared to allow the City of Connell Mayor and
Councilmembers to consider allowing the Fire Department to surplus equipment that
is unused, expired, out of service, or otherwise inoperable, and no longer needed at
the Fire Department.

Items included are as follows:

1 - Super Vac ventilation fan, Model # 718G2, Serial # 327. This ventilation fan is
required to operate on a 32:1 fuel-oil mixture per manufacturer, making it emit large
amounts of carcinogen filled smoke (exhaust); to fill the space we are trying to blow
the smoke out of. Plans to include the purchase of a replacement will be included in
the proposed 2025 budget.

2 - Stihl leaf blower Model # BR600, Serial # 288765812. This leaf blower has been
replaced in 2018 and has not been in use since that time. The unit is beyond it useful
service life, recommendation to surplus the unit.

Recommendation: Move to approve Resolution 2024-08 to allow items listed above

to be disposed of and surplus in accordance with state law for the best attainable
value.

AGENDA#7



City of Connell Washington
RESOLUTION NO. ___2024-08

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF CONNELL, WASHINGTON,
RELATING TO SURPLUS OF EQUIPMENT OWNED BY THE CITY.

WHEREAS, City Staff has reviewed the condition of specific items of property owned by
the City as hereinafter set forth, said review relating to the condition of the property and the needs
of the City, and has determined that said property is surplus to the City’s needs and has
recommended to the City Council that said property be declared surplus and disposed of in
accordance with law; and

WHEREAS the City staff has determined and has recommended that the said property
items set forth are surplus;

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that the items set forth are surplus listed
below:

1. (1) Super Vac Ventilation Fan

2. (1) Stihl Leaf Blower (BR 600)

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF CONNELL,
WASHINGTON DO RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS:

Those items set forth in the recitals above are hereby declared to be surplus to the needs
of the City, and City Staff is directed to dispose of said items in accordance with applicable law.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Connell and APPROVED
by the Mayor this day of , 2024,

ATTEST: Lee Barrow, Mayor

Marissa Ortiz, City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Heidi Ellerd, City Attorney

INTRODUCED:
ADOPTED:
APPROVED:
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FACT SHEET/STAFF REVIEW
Closed Record Hearing before the Connell City Council

NOTE TO CITY COUNCIL:
THIS IS A QUASI-JUDICIAL PUBLIC HEARING
PLEASE AVOID, AND DISCLOSE, ANY EX-PARTE COMMUNICATIONS (CH 42.36 RCW)

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Staff Report for the August 12, 2024 Planning Commission meeting (includes the plat map
and public notice)
2. Deviation Request Letter from Jansons dated August 8, 2024
3. Minutes from the August 12, 2024 Planning Commission meeting

CASE FILE:
2024-06 Heritage Heights Preliminary Plat

HEARING DATE:
August 12, 2024

PROCESS OVERVIEW:

Preliminary Plats are Type VI decisions in accordance with CMC 16A.02.040. Per the required
procedures, the Planning Commission holds an open record public hearing on the request to receive
public comment and to review the staff report. Following the public hearing the commission issues
a recommendation.

Once a Planning Commission recommendation is issued, a closed record hearing is held by the City
Council for a final decision. Ata closed record hearing for a quasi-judicial action such as this
preliminary plat application, Council may hear testimony only from parties of record (those who
presented comment or testimony at or prior to the Planning Commission’s hearing) and no new
information may be presented, but information previously put on the record can be re-stated or
clarified if needed.

SUMMARY:

The proposal is for a preliminary plat (subdivision) to subdivide four parcels into eight new lots
(approximately 3,873 SF to 5,092 SF each) in the Residential Medium Density zone (RM). There is
an existing duplex located on each parcel. The four parcels were created when the land was
previously divided with a short plat that was recorded with Franklin County in 2020. Because
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2024-06 Heritage Heights Preliminary Plat

fewer than five years have passed, any further divisions require the preliminary platting process to
be used.

The applicant owns all the lots (and buildings) and wants to create townhomes from existing
duplexes to be sold, with an underlying lot, to individual owners. Earlier this year, and at the
applicant’s request, the City adopted amendments to Title 16 Subdivisions (adding CMC 16.16.400
and 16.16.410) and Title 17 Zoning to allow townhomes / zero-lot line developments (Ordinance
No. 1038-2024).

Staff reviewed the application and scheduled a public hearing for the planning commission, for
which public notice was given. Staff distributed the meeting packet to the Planning Commission and
the applicant. In the staff report, staff recommended conditional approval of the preliminary plat
based on the findings of fact. On Thursday, August 8, 2024, after the receiving the meeting packet,
the applicant sent a letter to the Planning Commission and staff requesting a deviation from the
requirement for providing sidewalks, curbs, and gutters as a condition for preliminary plat
approval.

The Planning Commission conducted a public hearing on August 12, 2024. Staff presented the
proposal and answered the Commissioner’s questions. The applicant provided testimony and read
their letter into the record. The Planning Commission debated the costs and the merits of
sidewalks and expressed a desire to find a compromise. Following the conclusion of the public
hearing, the Planning Commission forwarded a recommendation of approval of the preliminary
plat, with the findings of fact and conditions of approval contained in the staff report and a
recommendation of approval for the requested deviation to allow the applicant to provide partial
improvements to include a version of sidewalk that meets code.

See the attached packet and meeting minutes for the entire written record and analysis. Below the
key items (Findings of Fact, Conditions, etc.) are re-stated to maintain a clear and consistent record
of the Planning Commission’s recommendation. The Planning Commission did not discuss whether
the Finding of Fact and Conditions of approval should be changed to reflect the recommendation to
require a pedestrian path/sidewalk that would not include curbs however, in effect, the Planning
Commission has removed certain findings as shown as struck and in red font within the text below.

FINDINGS OF FACT:

1. The proposed subdivision will further the general purposes of the comprehensive plan, will
conform to the requirements of the official zoning plan, and will generally conform to city
planning standards and specifications;

a. The application is in compliance with the City of Connell Comprehensive plan and
Zoning code.

i The City’s Comprehensive Plan designates the property as “Residential.”

ii. The property is zoned Residential Medium Density (RM) and the
development of residential lots conforms to the zoning designation.

iii. The proposal will not be materially detrimental to the public welfare or
injurious to the property or improvements in the vicinity in which the
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iv.

property is located. Therefore, in accordance with CMC 16.16.410(e) the
administrator waives the requirements for the minimum lot size
requirements and for the minimum lot frontage width requirements of the
Connell Zoning code.

The proposed plat will provide for housing needs in the City.

b. The application is in compliance with the City of Connell Subdivision Code.

ii.

iii.

The proposed subdivision conforms to the requirements of the Connell
Subdivision Code.

The proposed subdivision meets the requirements for street access, with
existing access from a dedicated Right-of-Way.

The capacity for future development pursuant to CMC 16.16.310 has been
considered and the development is expected to provide for the capacity for
future development.

c. The proposed subdivision does conform to the general purposes of any applicable
policies or plans which have been adopted by the City of Connell City Council;

A State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) review was not completed for this
proposal for zero lot lines for existing duplex structures.

2i The public use and interest will be served by permitting the proposed subdivision and any
dedications associated therewith and adequate provisions have been made for the

following:

a. Public health, safety and general welfare:

i

iii.

The project site is served by the City of Connell’s Fire Department. There is
currently a sufficient number of fire hydrants in the vicinity. The City has
adopted the 2015 International Fire Code. The Fire Department was a
reviewing agency during the subdivision review and processing to ensure
compliance with fire protection standards.

Sidewalks will be provided in accordance with code requirements (CMC
16.16.265) and the City’s Complete Streets standards to ensure safe walking
conditions for students to walk to and from school bus stops. These
amenities will provide a pedestrian-friendly system for recreational and
health purposes.

The developer will complete public improvements in the form of sidewalks
eurbsandgutter-to benefit the public use and interest of this area.

b. Open spaces:
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4
i. The developer provided a minimum of three hundred square feet of private,
usable yard space for each dwelling unit which meets the requirements of
CMC 17.19.220.
Drainage ways:
i Stormwater design would have been reviewed and approved by the City at

the time the duplexes were permitted for construction.

Streets or alleys, availability of paved access to the nearest arterial street or
secondary access to other public ways:

i. The lots are accessed by N. Fifth Ave.

Potable water supplies, sanitary waste, and irrigation water:

i The lots are connected to the City of Connell municipal water supply and
sanitary sewer system.
ii. In accordance with CMC Chapter 13.20 Sewer System and CMC Chapter

13.04 Water Service Regulations, each dwelling unit must have separate
side sewers and water services.

Parks and playground:

i. The proposed subdivision lots do not increase the number of dwellings
therefore the conversion development is deemed to have satisfied the
standards in effect at the time of original permit approval and, therefore, is
not required to satisfy current requirements for studies, reviews, impact
fees or infrastructure upgrades (CMC 16.16.410).

School/School grounds and other relevant facts, including sidewalks and other
planning features that assure safe walking conditions for students who walk to and
from school:

i. The project is located within the North Franklin School District boundaries.
Appropriate provisions for schools/school grounds are provided through
public approved levies and general obligation bond measures. These funding
mechanisms fund property acquisitions, fulfill maintenance and operations
obligations, and fund new school construction. Washington state capital
construction funds are commonly available on a match basis for school
related construction.

ii. No school impact fees have been adopted by City Council.
The development is not expected to result in any public health, safety, or general

welfare impacts that are not sufficiently mitigated by the conditions of this
recommendation.
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i. The proposed preliminary plat is designed in a manner that is compatible with the
physical characteristics of the subject property and the proposed preliminary plat
contributes to the orderly development and land use patterns in the area.

3. Direct impacts caused by the proposed subdivision have been identified, and the necessary
mitigation provisions address such impacts.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW:

1. Richard and Kristin Jansons, property owners of KB Heritage I1, LLC (1386 Baywood Ave.,
Richland, WA 99352) submitted an application for a preliminary plat on May 8, 2024. The
application was deemed complete on June 4, 2024.

2. Following an open record pre-decision hearing on a proposed preliminary plat, the Planning

Commission shall render a recommendation to the City Council as to whether the proposal
based on the findings shall be denied, approved, or approved with modifications or
conditions.

CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL:

1.

Improvements — General:

¢ Allrequired improvements shall be designed and constructed by the developer per the
City of Connell’s “Public Works Standard Specifications and Standard Plans” and Connell
Municipal Code Chapter 16.16. If sewer and water connections are not currently
provided separately for each unit, individual connections (together with any necessary
easements) must be provided prior to final plat in compliance with CMC Chapter 13.20
Sewer System and CMC Chapter 13.04 Water Service Regulations.

Lots:

e Up to eight single-family lots may be created. All uses shall be limited to those allowed
as primary or secondary permitted or conditional uses in the zoning district.

Pedestrian safety and access:

e Sidewalks shall be constructed on W. Davis St. and N. Fifth Ave. in accordance with the
minimum specifications for construction of sidewalks in the City of Connell Standard
Public Works Standard Specification and Standard Plans, and the improvements shall
not be accepted by the City (no final plat approval) until the sidewalks are installed.

Utilities:
a. Improvements plans shall comply with Connell Municipal Code Chapter 16.16.
b. The collection, removal, and disposal of solid waste within the city is compulsory

and shall be made by the City’s contractor, Basin Disposal, Inc. if these provisions do
not currently exist for the duplexes.
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S. Survey:

a.

The final plat shall substantially reflect the layout of the preliminary plat. The final
plat survey shall conform to CMC 16.04.160, CMC 16.04.170, the Survey Recording
Act, and State Auditor recording requirements. A paper copy of the final plat shall be
submitted for review with the final plat application, before the mylar is printed for
signatures.

b. The final plat must show all existing and dedicated easements.
6. The land shall be in compliance with the City Fire and Nuisance codes (Title 9) at all times.
7. The plat shall otherwise conform to all applicable local, state, and federal regulations.

8. Final Plat(s):

a.

A final plat meeting all the requirements of CMC Title 16 Subdivisions and city
regulations must be submitted to the City Council for approval within five years of
preliminary plat approval (unless an extension is granted pursuant to CMC
16.04.120).

The plat shall otherwise conform to all applicable local, state, and federal
regulations.

The construction plans and installations for all public improvements (sidewalks,
curbs, and gutters) shall be reviewed, inspected, and approved by the Public Works
Department. Plan Review Fees and/or inspection fees shall apply per the City’s
adopted fee schedule.

Prior to final review and approval, the applicant shall submit a copy of the Final Plat
and a current title certificate to the County Assessor’s Office for Cartographer
review of the Final Plat Survey. The Plat shall be reviewed for legal descriptions,
signature blocks, dedications, etc.

In order to receive the County Treasurer’s signature on the plat, all property taxes
and special assessments shall be paid on the property through the full year in which
the platis recorded. Per CMC 16.04.190, all taxes on the property to be platted must
be paid one year in advance and indicated by the seal and signature of the county
treasurer on the face of the plat.

After final plat recording, one (1) paper copy and one (1) electronic copy of the
recorded plat shall be provided to the City Administrator.

RECOMMENDED MOTION

“I move that the City Council adopt the findings and conclusions contained in the staff report and
approve the preliminary plat of Heritage Heights with the listed conditions as prepared by staff and
grant the deviation request to allow the applicant to provide a sidewalk without curbs and gutters.”
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To:

Ms. Cathleen Koch
City Administrator
City of Connell, Washington

Subject: Connell Municipal Code Requirements and Request for Deviation if needed.

Dear Ms. Cathleen Koch,

Today I received via email the Planning Commission Agenda for the meeting scheduled for Monday,
August 12, 2024. This was the first time | was provided with the “Fact Sheet/Staff Review” (attached to
the Agenda). In the Fact Sheet/Staff Review, | learned of conditions for approval. Included in the
conditions for approval are, among others, requirements for providing sidewalks, curbs and gutters as a
condition for preliminary plat approval. it's my understanding that per the Connell Municipal Code
(CMC)(16.16.410(d)), no additional infrastructure upgrades are required for conversion of existing
dwellings to zero lot line dwellings.

Connell Municipal Code 16.16.410, “Conversion of existing dwellings to zero lot line dwellings” states the
following:

“(d) Where no increase in number of dwellings, or expansion of existing infrastructure or
impervious surfaces is proposed, the conversion development is deemed to have satisfied the
standards in effect at the time of original permit approval and, therefore, is not required to
satisfy current requirements for studies, reviews, impact fees or infrastructure upgrades.”

In this case, there is no increase in number of dwellings, nor are we proposing an expansion of existing
infrastructure or impervious surfaces. Based on this section of the Connell Municipal Code, “the
conversion development is deemed to have satisfied the standards in effect at the time of original permit
approval and, therefore, is not required to satisfy current requirements for studies, reviews, impact fees
or infrastructure upgrades.”

We believe there is no legal basis for requiring the conditions for approval as proposed by city staff. We
therefore request approval by the Planning Commission and Connell City Council of the preliminary plat
without conditions in accordance with CMC 16.16.410(d).

We also are formally requesting a deviation in the event the city chooses to continue to recommend the
additional infrastructure. The deviation is based on the following:

16.16.390 Deviations

“The owner/developer of property may seek a deviation from the provisions or requirements of
this chapter by submitting a request to the city administrator or his designee. The basis for such
a deviation from the strict application of the requirements of this chapter is undue and
unnecessary hardship on the property owner. No deviation from the provisions or requirements
of this chapter shall be authorized by the council unless the council shall find:
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(1) That exceptional or extraordinary circumstances or conditions exist in the division of the
property or to the intended use of the property that do not apply generally to other properties
similarly situated;

(2) That the deviation is necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of a substantial
property right of the property owner/developer or is necessary for the reasonable and
acceptable development of the property;

(3) That authorization of the deviation will not be materially detrimental to the public welfare
or injurious to property in the vicinity. (Ord. 921 § 1 (part), 2012: Ord. 698 § 1 (part), 1997)”

We are requesting deviation from the proposed requirement for providing sidewalks, curbs and gutters
as a condition for preliminary plat approval. This is based on the following:

1. The homes are constructed and occupied. This is not an ordinary circumstance of approving a
subdivision that will have future homes built. Instead, this is an exceptional or extraordinary
circumstance wherein the homes are already constructed with valid permits and approvals from
the City of Connell and Franklin County. No sidewalks, curbs or gutters were required when
these homes were built.

2. This deviation is necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of a substantial property right of
the property owner. In this case, the proposed upgrades would cost approximately $40,000 to
$50,000, would disrupt the lives of the families living in these homes, and create an undue and
unnecessary hardship to the property owner in terms of unnecessary cost to the owners and
unnecessary hardship to the families through disruption of their lives during construction.

3. The authorization of the deviation would not be materially detrimental to the public welfare or
injurious to property in the vicinity. The homes currently exist with no detriment to the public
welfare or injury to property in the vicinity.

Thank you for your consideration,

/¢ / 20 27
Kristin Jdnsons

Property owner and Mana¢ ing Member of KB Heritage Ii LLC

QD,&MM 4 / S’// 2024
Richar JansonN

Property owner and Member of KB Heritage I LLC




CITY OF CONNELL, WASHINGTON
MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION
August 12, 2024
The meeting of the Connell Planning Commission was called to order at 5:30 p.m. in City Hall.
ROLL CALL

PRESENT:
Commissioners — Robert Misener, Jerry Sackmann, Ray Minor, Vangi Ellwein, and Jack Brandt

STAFF:
City Administrator Cathleen Koch, Planning Commission Secretary Sterling Joyner, AHBL
representative MillieAnne VanDevender

MEMBERS OF PUBLIC:
Richard Jansons, Kristin Jansons, and Bailie Jansons

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Commissioner Ellwein expressed concern regarding the minutes and the recent city council
meeting she attended. She noted that while she was present to represent the commission, she
didn't feel she was the most knowledgeable person to address all the issues. Commissioner
Ellwein emphasized that it appeared many council members had not reviewed the commission's
proposals. To clarify the commission’s position, she read the summary of their recommendations
and the motion directly from the commission's documents. This action seemed to clarify the
discussion, leading the council to align with the commission's recommendations. She
acknowledged that although she may not have been the ideal representative, she felt compelled
to speak up as the only commission member present.

Chair Misener thanked Commissioner Ellwein for her efforts in representing the commission.

The minutes of the May 28, 2024, Planning Commission meeting were approved unanimously
following a motion by Commissioner Minor and a second by Commissioner Brandt.

PUBLIC HEARING BEGAN AT 5:34 PM

PUBLIC HEARING - 2024-06 Heritage Heights Preliminary Plat

Chair Misener stated that the purpose of the public hearing was to consider Heritage Heights
Preliminary Plat and explained the procedure of the hearing and the Commission's request for
public input to better understand the issues for making recommendations to the City Council.

MillieAnne VanDevender of AHBL was invited to present the staff report.



STAFF REPORT —

VanDevender provided an overview of the application for a preliminary plat of eight lots
submitted by Richard and Kristen Jansons of KB Heritage Two LLC. The site is located on
North Fifth Avenue, where four parcels currently house eight duplex units. The proposal aims to
subdivide these four parcels into eight lots, with each lot containing one duplex unit, resulting in
a zero-lot-line development.

Location Details:

o Site: The parcels are located at the intersection of North Fifth Avenue, West Clark Street,
and West Davis Street, with an alley to the east.
e Current Development: There are eight duplex units on four parcels. The site is within a
residential medium-density zone.
¢ Surrounding Area:
o To the east: A short plat is under conditional approval.
o To the west: Townhomes are under development following a short plat approval.
o Nearby: Middle school and high school are situated to the south and west.

Proposed Plat: The proposal involves dividing the existing four parcels, each containing a
duplex, into eight lots, with lot lines running through the middle of each duplex. This type of
development is classified as a zero-lot-line subdivision. The lot sizes will range from
approximately 3,800 to 5,000 square feet.

Code Compliance: The proposed development meets the minimum zoning requirements for the
RM zone, including setbacks and lot frontage. The city's recent code update allows for existing
structures to be converted to zero-lot-line dwellings, with provisions to waive minimum lot size
and frontage requirements.

Infrastructure Requirements: VanDevender emphasized the importance of requiring
sidewalks along West Davis Street and North Fifth Avenue, especially given the proximity to
local schools. The requirement is consistent with the city’s policies for ensuring public safety
and providing safe routes to schools.

Deviation Request: The applicant submitted a request for a deviation from the infrastructure
requirements, specifically for relief from constructing sidewalks, curbs, and gutters.
VanDevender explained that the deviation process allows for such requests if there are
exceptional circumstances, but after analysis, the staff found no such conditions in this case.

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommended denying the deviation request for the following
reasons:

e There are no exceptional circumstances that would warrant a deviation.
e Granting the deviation would be inconsistent with the city’s approach to similar
developments in the area, where sidewalks and other infrastructure were required.



o Allowing the deviation could pose a risk to public safety, particularly for children
walking to and from nearby schools.

o It would create a gap in the sidewalk network, which contradicts the city’s
comprehensive plan that emphasizes shared infrastructure costs between developers and
the city.

VanDevender outlined possible options for the Planning Commission:

1. Deny the deviation request and require full infrastructure improvements (sidewalks,
curbs, and gutters).

2. Accept the deviation request, relieving the applicant of the obligation to provide any
infrastructure improvements.

3. Recommend partial improvements, such as requiring sidewalks on one street but not the
other.

DISCUSSION -

Commissioner Ellwein asked for clarification regarding the timing of the deviation request and
whether the infrastructure requirements were in place when the project began. Administrator
Koch clarified that while the code always required sidewalks, the enforcement was inconsistent.
She acknowledged that the omission of sidewalks in the original site plan was a city oversight,
not the applicant’s fault.

COMMISSIONER COMMENTS

Commissioner Brandt raised a question about the original site permit, noting that sidewalks and
curbs were not required at that time.

VanDevender confirmed that sidewalks and curbs were not provided under the original permit.

Chair Misener clarified that sidewalks and curbs were not asked for because they were not a
requirement of the original permit.

Commissioner Ellwein concurred, stating that the project was approved because it met the
requirements at the time.

VanDevender explained that as long as the property remains unchanged, the applicant is not
obligated to provide sidewalks since no new activity has triggered city requirements. However,
with the submission of the preliminary plat application, the city now has the opportunity to
review the project, and sidewalks are required.

Commissioner Ellwein asked even if it’s been inhabited?

VanDevender confirmed that this is the case for the current application.



Commissioner Ellwein remarked that it seems the responsibility for this oversight lies with the

city.

Administrator Koch responded by clarifying that while the city failed to enforce the
requirement initially, the process for the preliminary plat is being handled correctly now. She
acknowledged that the city's error in not requiring sidewalks originally has complicated the
situation.

Commissioner Ellwein expressed understanding of the current requirement but noted that the
sudden change places a significant burden on both the inhabitants and the applicant. She
emphasized the fairness issue, given that the project was originally approved as meeting the
requirements.

Administrator Koch acknowledged the validity of Commissioner Ellwein's concerns,
reiterating that while the city should have enforced the requirement initially, the current process
is following the correct procedures for a preliminary plat.

Commissioner Brandt reflected on the fairness of the situation, suggesting that while the
sidewalks and curbs should have been included initially, the current requirement to add them
now is challenging. He proposed considering a compromise, such as requiring sidewalks and
curbs but not gutters, given the significant cost and logistical challenges of adding gutters at this
stage. He emphasized the importance of fairness and compromise, acknowledging the applicant's
good faith efforts and the value of the housing they have provided to the community.

Commissioner Ellwein agreed with Commissioner Brandt, highlighting that the applicant has
acted in good faith throughout the process. She noted that the applicant, despite not residing in
the city, made significant contributions to the community by providing affordable and
aesthetically pleasing housing. She emphasized the delays the applicant has faced since 2021 and
expressed a desire to hear directly from the applicant before making further comments.

Chair Misener asked if there were any additional comments or discussion.

Secretary Joyner added that the issue of sidewalks was not inadvertently overlooked but rather
discussed early on. The developer had volunteered to install sidewalks on North Fifth Avenue,
which the city welcomed. However, the current mandate for sidewalks, curbs, and gutters is seen
as a burden at this point. Joyner emphasized that the city has been supportive of the developer's
initial willingness to install the sidewalks and noted that the situation became more complicated
as the project progressed.

Chair Misener invited the applicant to present their side of the issue.
APPLICANT COMMENTS
Richard Jansons began by expressing his appreciation for the opportunity to address the

commission. He shared that he and his wife chose to build in the area due to strong family ties,
noting that the project holds significant personal importance to them. He clarified that when they



initially constructed and platted the property, they were unaware that the code required
sidewalks, curbs, and gutters. Jansons emphasized that if these requirements had been known,
they would have complied during the original construction, as it would have been more cost-
effective.

Jansons explained that he has already incurred additional costs, including $5,000 for engineering
surveys related to this issue. He noted that retrofitting the required infrastructure at this stage
would cost between $40,000 and $50,000. Despite these challenges, he pointed out that he and
his wife had invested in the community by constructing quality homes with hardy plank siding,
fencing, and landscaping, even though these enhancements were not required. While Jansons
expressed a willingness to install a sidewalk, he clarified that meeting the full extent of current
city code requirements for sidewalks, curbs, and gutters would be prohibitively expensive.

He then compared his situation with other recent builds in the area, highlighting that similar
requirements were not enforced on those properties, including some across the street and near the
Catholic Church. He reiterated that had these requirements been included in the original plans or
permits, they would have complied at that time.

Jansons formally requested a deviation from the requirement to install sidewalks, curbs, and
gutters, citing Connell Municipal Code (CMC) 16.16.410(D). He argued that no additional
infrastructure upgrades should be mandated, as there is no increase in the number of dwellings or
expansion of existing infrastructure. He provided a detailed explanation of the relevant code
sections and asked that the Planning Commission and City Council approve the preliminary plat
without the conditions proposed by city staff.

The applicant expressed concern about the financial burden and the disruption that retrofitting
sidewalks, curbs, and gutters would cause to the residents. He emphasized that the homes were
constructed under valid permits and met all the requirements at that time. Jansons also
mentioned the significant efforts made to improve the property, including cleaning up the area
and constructing high-quality homes. He stressed that the additional costs associated with
retrofitting would be prohibitive and, without the requested deviation, the properties would likely
remain rental units rather than being sold as townhomes.

Jansons requested the removal of specific conditions in the staff report related to sidewalks,
curbs, gutters, and other infrastructure requirements. He also sought clarification and potential
removal of conditions regarding stormwater improvements, separation of sewer lines, and other
related infrastructure requirements.

In his final remarks, Jansons reiterated his commitment to the community and his desire to make
the properties both safe and attractive. He indicated that if the requested deviation is not
approved, the backup plan would be to retain the properties as rental units, which are already
generating positive cash flow. Jansons concluded by opening the floor to any questions from the
commissioners.

COMMISSIONER QUESTIONS OF APPLICANT



Commissioner Ellwein inquired about the over $10,000 that Mr. Jansons mentioned paying
into the process. She asked if he knew how that money was used and what exactly it was for.

Richard Jansons responded that the city billed him for services from AHBL, which accounted
for a significant portion of the expenses. He also mentioned spending around $4,000 to $5,000
on a surveyor who conducted work such as placing pins and measuring the middle of each
building. The surveyor then prepared necessary documentation for submission to the county and
city, eventually requiring signatures on mylar. Jansons clarified that the combined expenses
exceeded $10,000, and he has yet to pay for the engineering services, as they are still in
discussions about the potential costs.

Commissioner Ellwein asked if these fees are standard for everyone.

Administrator Koch explained that the fees were not associated with the preliminary plat or the
specific building permits and homes under discussion. The fees were related to Mr. Jansons’
request for a zero-lot-line code amendment, which required an extensive process, including
AHBL services and multiple planning commission and city council meetings. She emphasized
that the fees billed to Mr. Jansons were strictly for AHBL expenses and did not include city
staff time or other administrative costs.

Commissioner Ellwein summarized that the fees were incurred due to a request for a code
change.

Administrator Koch confirmed, noting that whenever a developer requests a code amendment,
the city makes efforts to prioritize and move the process forward, though there are no guarantees
of approval. She acknowledged the positive outcome in this case and expressed appreciation for
Mr. Jansons' contributions to the community. Koch also highlighted the challenges of balancing
fairness to developers with the city’s broader responsibilities.

Chair Misener asked if there were any further questions for Mr. Jansons.

Commissioner Ellwein expressed gratitude to Mr. Jansons for his diligence in adhering to the
process, maintaining strong communication with the city, and being patient despite delays. She
particularly appreciated the efforts to include yards and fences in the development, which she
viewed as a significant improvement over other new constructions in the area.

Chair Misener also praised Mr. Jansons' demeanor throughout the process, nofing that other
individuals in similar situations often exhibit less patience and understanding.

Commissioner Brandt suggested a compromise, proposing that sidewalks be added to the
development to enhance safety, particularly in areas where vehicles drop off children. He
acknowledged the rising costs and the need to balance fairness with practical considerations.

Richard Jansons indicated willingness to install a five-foot-wide sidewalk, aligned with
driveways, with a curb on the parking side to prevent vehicles from parking on the sidewalk. He
viewed this as a more manageable and cost-effective solution.



Commissioner Ellwein agreed that sidewalks would be beneficial and appreciated the
compromise. She noted that some recent constructions, including one across the street from her,
did not include sidewalks, even though they enhance neighborhood safety.

Chair Misener supported the idea of sidewalks, particularly in areas with heavy foot traffic,
such as near schools. He shared a personal experience of nearly being hit by a car while walking
his dog and emphasized the safety improvements sidewalks would bring.

Richard Jansons confirmed that he would install the sidewalk as discussed, and his wife, who
handles signing documents, also agreed.

Commissioner Ellwein expressed satisfaction with the proposed compromise, believing it to be
a fair resolution.

NO PUBLIC COMMENT GIVEN
Chair Misener invited discussion among the commissioners.

Commissioner Sackmann supported the compromise to include sidewalks, believing it to be a
fair solution.

Commissioner Ellwein agreed, stating that while the request for full curb and gutter installations
might be excessive, the sidewalk compromise was reasonable.

MOTION:

Commissioner Ellwein moved to adopt the findings and conclusions contained in the staff
report and recommend approval of the preliminary plat of Heritage Heights to the City Council
with the list of conditions as prepared by staff and the deviation granted to allow applicant to
provide partial improvements to include a version of sidewalk that meets code.

Commissioner Brandt seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
Commissioner Ellwein asked when the issue would go to the city council for final approval.

Administrator Koch informed the group that efforts were underway to complete the minutes
promptly, aiming to include them on the next agenda scheduled for August 21st.

THE HEARING PORTION CONCLUDED AT 6:44 pm.

Commissioner Ellwein asked about a large pile of dirt located near the county building on
Columbia. Chair Misener clarified that the pile was moved there because the County shop no
longer has a dedicated dirt storage pit, likening it to how the city stores gravel and dirt for street-
related work at the public works yard.



Secretary Joyner updated the commission on the likelihood that the next probable meeting
could occur in September.

Commissioner Ellwein noted that a significant dirt pile near the grocery store had disappeared
and observed that materials for Ace Hardware had arrived, with construction progressing
quickly. Commissioner Brandt commented on the efficiency of ironworkers, suggesting that
the framing work would be completed swiftly.

Commissioner Ellwein also inquired about developments at Metro Mart, specifically asking if a
restaurant was planned. In response, Administrator Koch said she understands from staff that
Metro Mart is not currently planning a restaurant due to insufficient business volume, though
they hope to reach that point eventually.

Administrator Koch shared an update regarding Franklin PUD’s plan to install fiber throughout
the town, starting mid-September. This project will connect every home unless declined,
promising significantly improved internet service for Connell and Basin City. The installation
will be underground where utilities are currently buried and above ground elsewhere, with
completion expected before the ground freezes.

Commissioner Brandt expressed approval of the upcoming internet improvements, noting
issues with teleworking due to current connectivity. Administrator Koch discussed potential
internet speeds and costs, estimating prices between $25 to $80 per month, and offered to
provide more detailed information if needed.

Commissioner Minor mentioned considering holding off on switching from CenturyLink until
the new fiber service is available. Administrator Koch noted that more communication about
the project would be forthcoming and invited commissioners to review the available paperwork
for further details.

MEETING ADJOURNED: The meeting was adjourned at 6:52 p.m.

Planning Commission Chair Robert Misener

ATTEST:

Planning Commission Secretary Sterling Joyner



