City of Connell, Washington
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA

Connell City Hall - 104 E. Adams Street
Regular Meeting
February 4, 2026, 6:00 PM

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. ROLL CALL

4.  CORRESPONDENCE/APPOINTMENTS

5. CONSENT CALENDAR

All matters listed within the Consent Calendar have been distributed to each member of
the Connell City Council for reading and study, are considered to be routine, and will
be enacted by one motion of the Council with no separate discussion. If separate
discussion is desired, that item may be removed from the Consent Calendar and

placed on the Regular Agenda by request.

a) Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting January 21, 2026
b) Accounts Payables 2/4/2026 for $36,469.95
c) Payroll Register 1/20/25 for $103,435.37

6. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
CITIZEN COMMENT/NON-AGENDA ITEMS

~

ORDER OF BUSINESS

8. Discussion — Amendment to Connell Municipal Code- Water Service Charges for
unoccupied property

9. Establishment of Neighborhood Care Committee

10. Discussion - Amending Connell Municipal Code Section 5.04: Business License Refunds

11. Discussion — North 11% Avenue Median Trees, Oasis Neighborhood

12. MAYOR REPORT

13. STAFF AND COMMITTEE REPORTS
14. CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS

15. FINAL CITIZEN COMMENTS

16. ADJOURNMENT

The public is welcome and encouraged to attend this meeting. The City of Connell wishes to
provide reasonable access to all public meetings for individuals with disabilities. Please contact the

City Clerk at least three business days prior to the meeting for accommodations to be arranged.
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THE MISSION OF THE CITY OF CONNELL IS:

To partner with the community, enriching the quality of

life and delivering a range of services in a fiscally
sustainable manner.

Engaging the public and embracing diversity, we

maintain a focus on the future, remaining flexible and
responsive, to foster a small-town character that

supports growth.




CITY OF CONNELL

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
January 21, 2026

The Regular meeting of the Connell City Council was called to order by Mayor Harper at 6:00 pm
in the City Hall and was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL

Mayor Shelly Harper and Councilmembers: Terri Cerna, Patrice Hebel, Frankie Meraz, Michelle,
Welch and David Dixon.

STAFF PRESENT:
Fire Chief Ken Woffenden, City Clerk Marissa Ortiz, Treasurer Teresa Steele, Public Works
Technical Director Tyson Steele, Police Chief Chris Lee, and City Attorney Heidi Ellerd.

COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS:
Mayor Harper announced the following member appointments to the Finance and Salary
Committees.

Finance Committee

e Councilmember Terri Cerna
e Councilmember Michelle Welch

Salary Committee

e Katrina Kunkel
e Joe Escalera
e Pam Welch
CONSENT CALENDAR

Motion: Mayor Pro Tem Cerna moved to approve the consent calendar as presented:

a) Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting January 7, 2026
b) Accounts Payables 1/21/2026 for $494,683.80
¢) Check Register 1/05/26 for $1,100.00
d) Payroll Register 1/05/26 for $112,607.75
Councilmember Hebel seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Motion: Councilmember Hebel moved to approve the agenda as amended: Addition: Task
Order with Anderson Perry & Associates for Wastewater Lagoon Repairs. Councilmember
Meraz seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.




MEETING OF THE CITY OF CONNELL
Regular Council Meeting — January 21, 2026

CITIZEN COMMENTS

There were no citizen comments.

ORDER OF BUSINESS

CITY ATTORNEY PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT

City Attorney Heidi Ellerd requested Council consideration of a new Professional Services
Agreement that would increase her hourly rate from $200 to $250. Ms. Ellerd stated that the
proposed rate remained significantly lower than her standard non-municipal rate, which can be as
high as $425 per hour, and is consistent with the reduced rates she offers municipal clients. The
current Professional Services Agreement, executed in 2023, remained in effect and was provided
for reference along with the proposed agreement reflecting the new fees. Following review,
approval of the new City Attorney Professional Services Agreement was recommended.

Motion: Councilmember Welch moved to approve the City Attorney Professional Services
Agreement. Councilmember Dixon seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

LEASE AGREEMENT ADDENDUM AND CONTRACT RESCISSION — SIMMONS BROS
INVESTMENT, LLC

For City Council’s review, an addendum to the existing lease agreement with Simmons Brothers
Investment LLC for the property at 310 E. Clark Street was presented. The original lease,
executed in April 2013, allowed the City to maintain a portion of the parcel for park and
recreation purposes, with termination by either party upon 180 days’ notice. A previous
termination letter issued by former Mayor Barrow was later rescinded by Mayor Harper,
confirming the City’s intent to continue the lease. Since Simmons Brothers Investment LLC had
been administratively dissolved, the addendum updated the lease to reflect the correct legal
entity. Council was asked to authorize staff to finalize and execute the addendum with the
property owner.

Motion: Councilmember Hebel moved to approve to authorize staff to finalize and execute the
addendum and send it to the property owner for signature. Mayor Pro Tem Cerna seconded the
motion. Motion carried unanimously.

AMENDMENT TO MASTER FEE SCHEDULE D — COMMUNITY CENTER RENTAL
FEES

As part of the 2026 budget development, Council previously approved the removal of private
rental fees for the Community Center to reduce expenditure and achieve savings while
continuing to support community access. Staff presented a proposed amendment to the Master
Fee Schedule for removing private rental fees while retaining availability for non-profit and
community-based events. The proposed amendment, reflected in Resolution No. 2026-01
amending Schedule D Parks & Recreation, was reviewed by Council. Approval of the
amendment was recommended, with the understanding that private rental fees may be
reconsidered in future budget year.

Motion: Mayor Pro Tem Cerna moved to approve the amendment to Resolution No. 2026-01,
updating the Master Fee Schedule to remove Community Center private rental fees while
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MEETING OF THE CITY OF CONNELL
Regular Council Meeting — January 21, 2026

provisions for nonprofit and community events as presented. Councilmember Hebel seconded
the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

REPLACEMENT OF WASHINGTON COLLECTORS (TRI-CITIES) CONTRACT WITH
VALLEY EMPIRE COLLECTION SERVICES

City staff reported that Washington Collectors Tri-Cities, the City’s current collection agency,
had been acquired by Valley Empire Collection Services. Valley Empire would assume all
responsibilities under the existing contract, honoring current terms, rates, and scope of services,
with no fiscal or operational impact on the City. Staff confirmed that all collection activities
would continue without interruption. Approval of the contract with Valley Empire Collection
Services was recommended.

Motion: Councilmember Hebel moved to approve the collections agreement between the City of
Connell and Valley Empire. Councilmember Welch seconded the motion. Motion carried
unanimously.

WATER AND SEWER RATES DISCUSSION

Staff provided an overview of the City’s water and sewer rate adjustment history and the CPI-W-
based methodology used for annual rate adjustments. Council was advised that the current
September to September CPI-W was 2.9%, within the established 3% cap, and that rate
adjustments at or below this level did not require Council action. Recent rate history was
reviewed: 2023 Water 3%, Sewer 2%; 2024 Water 3%, Sewer 3%; 2025 Water 2.2%, Sewer no
increase. Council retained the authority to modify the rate-setting policy or cap at any time. Staff
recommended continuing with the established process and adjusting rates based on CPI-W.

Motion: Councilmember Hebel moved to continue the existing process and adjust rates in
accordance with the CPI-W. Councilmember Dixon seconded the motion. Motion carried
unanimously.

HAPO SIGNATORY AUTHORIZATION - 2026 -2029 CITY COUNCIL

Staff explained that following the seating of the newly elected City Council for the 2026
calendar year, it was necessary to update the authorized signatories on the City of Connell’s bank
accounts held with HAPO Community Credit Union. The memo identified the addition of Shelly
Harper, Mayor and Terri Cerna, Mayor Pro-Tem, as authorized signatories, and the removal of
Lee Barrow, (Former Mayor), and Cathleen Koch, (Former City Administrator). The update was
noted as consistent with City policy and standard municipal financial practices, with all other
authorized signatories remaining unchanged unless otherwise approved by Council.

Motion: Councilmember Welch moved to approve updating HAPO Community Credit Union
signature cards. Councilmember Dixon seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

ORDINANCE NO. 1052 — AMENDING CMC 3.02.010 (OFFICIAL CITY DEPOSITORY)
Information was provided to the City Council noting that the Council previously authorized a
change in banking institutions to Community First Bank, which has since been acquired by
HAPO Credit Union. As a result, CMC 3.02.010 required an amendment to reflect the City’s
current banking relationship. Ordinance No. 1052 was presented to amend the official city
depository designation accordingly, with the existing language code provided for reference.

3



MEETING OF THE CITY OF CONNELL
Regular Council Meeting — January 21, 2026

Motion: Mayor Pro Tem Cerna moved to approve Ordinance No. 1052 designating HAPO
Credit Union as the City’s banking and depository institution. Councilmember Meraz seconded
the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-02 — SURPLUS CITY VEHICLES

Resolution No 2026-02 was presented for City Council review. The resolution authorized the
Public Works Department to declare certain equipment and vehicles as surplus specifically those
that are unused, expired, out of service, or inoperable and no longer needed. The resolution
included one piece of equipment and two vehicles as surplus due to significant mechanical or
electrical issues, lack of usability, and high repair costs. Declaring these items’ surplus would
remove them from service, eliminate ongoing insurance and liability expenses, and result in cost
savings for the City. The items would be disposed of in accordance with state law to achieve the
best possible return.

Motion: Mayor Pro Tem Cerna moved Resolution 2026-02 to allow items listed to be disposed
of and surplus in accordance with state law for the best attainable value. Councilmember Hebel
seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

CITY OF CONNELL LOGO UPDATE 2026

Mayor Harper provided information regarding the consideration of a new City logo. The current
logo was noted as reflecting agricultural images that no longer fully represented the community.
A potential new logo was being explored to better reflect Connell’s railroad roots and local
history and would align with the Connell Police Department’s updated 2023 badge. The
proposed design highlighted the 1904 Presbyterian Church, also know as the North Franklin
Heritage Museum, which was listed on the Washington State Historic Register.

Council expressed no opposition to updating the City logo and moved to proceed with the
development of the full new design, reflecting Connell’s railroad heritage and local history.

Motion: Councilmember Hebel made the motion, and Mayor Pro Tem. seconded the motion.
Motion carried unanimously.

WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT
The City Council was informed of a time-sensitive opportunity to enter into a Periodic Update
Grant (PUG) contract with the Washington State Department of Commerce. The grant would
provide funding assistance for the City’s required Comprehensive Plan periodic update under the
Growth Management Act. A prior 2024 application did not result in a finalized contract due to
administrative transitions. State staff provided a draft scope of work and budget and requested
the City’s review and confirmation to proceed. The City had to respond by January 22, 2026, to
secure the grant. Acceptance would reduce the City’s financial burden on required planning
activities, while failure to act would result in the loss of funding, though the update work would
still be legally required.

Motion: Councilmember Hebel moved to approve the grant scope of work and authorize the
Mayor to proceed with finalizing the grant contract with the Washington State Department of
Commerce. Mayor Pro Tem Cerna seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.



MEETING OF THE CITY OF CONNELL
Regular Council Meeting — January 21, 2026

TASK ORDER — ANDERSON PERRY & ASSOCIATES FOR WASTEWATER LAGOON
REPAIRS

The City Council was asked to consider approval of a task order with Anderson Perry &
Associates for professional engineering services related to recent damage at the City’s
wastewater lagoon. The services would include technical evaluation, design support, and
engineering oversight to ensure that repairs were completed in accordance with regulatory
requirements and industry standards. Anderson Perry & Associates was noted for their expertise
in municipal wastewater systems. Approval of the task order would allow staff to proceed with
timely engineering assistance, minimize operational risks, and maintain regulatory compliance.

Motion: Mayor Pro Tem Cerna moved to approve the task order with Anderson Perry &
Engineering to provide professional engineering services for the wastewater lagoon damage and

repair project. Councilmember Dixon seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

MAYOR REPORT

Mayor Harper shared updates on her recent activities, including committee appointments with
new members for the Salary and Finance Committees. She also established and filled new roles,
such as Facilities Caretaker and a part-time City Planner, and met with Basin Disposal regarding
an ongoing agreement. Additionally, she announced plans to participate in the Special Olympics
Polar Plunge alongside the Connell Police Department and noted that Town Hall meetings would
begin in February to enhance community engagement.

STAFF AND COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Works Technical Director, Tyson Steele — stated that while working on the Striker
sidewalk project, scheduled to begin in June, the contractor would repair a missing section of
asphalt near Striker Park at no additional cost. He also reported that he obtained authorization to
update the city website, ordered new flags for the city buildings, and upgraded the Community
Center to fiber service.

Police Chief, Chris Lee — reported attending a regional meeting focused on joint efforts to
address unlicensed food vendors operating after hours, which are suspected of being used as a
cover for sex trafficking.

CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS

Mayor Pro Tem Cerna — thanked everyone for their work.

FINAL CITIZEN COMMENTS

Pam Welch — stated that as a resident she urged the Council to carefully consider the increase in
water and sewer rates to ensure they remained affordable as the City continued efforts to
improve its appearance. She also noted that the walking path needed attention due to cracks.



MEETING OF THE CITY OF CONNELL
Regular Council Meeting — January 21, 2026
MEETING ADJOURNED

There being no further business before the City Council of Connell Mayor Harper adjourned the
meeting at 7:14 pm.

Shelly Harper, Mayor
ATTEST:
Marissa Ortiz, City Clerk
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CHECK REGISTER

City Of Connell Time: 12:01:20 Date: 01/29/2026
01/20/2026 To: 01/20/2026 Page: 1
Trans Date Type Acct# Chk# Claimant Amount Memo
149  01/20/2026 Payroll 7 EFT 3,073.67
150 01/20/2026 Payroll 7 EFT 2,856.53
151  01/20/2026 Payroll 7 EFT 1,790.82
152 01/20/2026 Payroll 7 EFT 1,594.19
153 01/20/2026 Payroll 7 EFT 313.51
154  01/20/2026 Payroll 7 EFT 313.51
155 01/20/2026 Payroll 7 EFT 2,262.66
156 01/20/2026 Payroll 7 EFT 2,834.88
157 01/20/2026 Payroll 7 EFT 1,629.02
158 01/20/2026 Payroll 7 EFT 3,210.11
159  01/20/2026 Payroll 7 EFT 1,526.25
160 01/20/2026 Payroll 7 EFT 293.51
161 01/20/2026 Payroll 7 EFT 1,764.12
162 01/20/2026 Payroll 7 EFT 1,653.04
163  01/20/2026 Payroll 7 EFT 2,219.54
164 01/20/2026 Payroll 7 EFT 2,243.32
165 01/20/2026 Payroll 7 EFT 3,913.48
166 01/20/2026 Payroll 7 EFT 313.51
167 01/20/2026 Payroll 7 EFT 2,747.10
168 01/20/2026 Payroll 7 EFT 2,739.78
169 01/20/2026 Payroll 7 EFT 2,597.46
171  01/20/2026 Payroll 7 EFT 2,610.00
172 01/20/2026 Payroll 7 EFT 2,621.58
173 01/20/2026 Payroll 7 EFT 2,981.90
201  01/20/2026 Payroll 7 EFT MT457-306685 150.00 Pay Cycle(s) 01/20/2026 To
01/20/2026 - ICMA-457
259  01/20/2026 Payroll 7 EFT Community First Bank 28,403.32 941 Deposit for Pay Cycle(s)
01/20/2026 - 01/20/2026
260 01/20/2026 Payroll 7 EFT Department Of Retirement 7,917.20 Pay Cycle(s) 01/20/2026 To
01/20/2026 - PERS 2; Pay
Cycle(s) 01/20/2026 To
01/20/2026 - LEOFF 2; Pay
Cycle(s) 01/20/2026 To
01/20/2026 - PERS 3
170  01/20/2026 Payroll 7 45725 16,861.36
001 General Fund 78,820.84
101 Street 1,120.79
401 Water Fund 11,615.82
402 Sewer Fund 11,877.92

103,435.37 Payroll:

103,435.37

WE, the members of the City Council of the City of Connell, Washington, DO HEREBY certify that the

merchandise or services listed above have been received and that the above listed vouchers and the

related checks have been reviewed and approved for payment by the City of Connell Council. DATED

this day of 20
ATTEST:
Councilmember Councilmember Mayor

Finance Director
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MEMORANDUM

DATE: FEBUARY 4, 2026
TO: MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBERS
FROM: SHELLY HARPER, MAYOR

RE: DISCUSSION - AMENDMENT TO CONNELL MUNICIPAL
CODE — WATER SERVICE CHARGES FOR UNOCCUPIED
PROPERTY

I would like to request that the City Council discuss a possible change to the
Connell Municipal Code (CMC) regarding water service charges for unoccupied
properties.

Under the current Connell, Municipal Code, CMC 13.20.230 (Sewer) a resident
has the ability to submit a written request to discontinue sewer service at no charge
when a property is unoccupied. However, there is no similar provision within the
Municipal Code that allows a resident to discontinue water service under the same
circumstances.

As a result, there are several property owners within the City who own vacant
unoccupied lots and are required to pay full water service charges even though
there is no one living on the property and no water is being used or needed.

EXISTING CODE FOR SEWER

13.20.230 No service charge for unoccupied property upon request.

No charge will be made for sewer service to unoccupied property upon written
request of the owner; provided, however, that a full month's sewer service charge
shall be charged during the month sewer service is ordered discontinued and/or
continued; excepting the sewer service charge shall at all times be in effect while
water is turned on at the property. "Unoccupied" for the purpose of this section

AGENDA #8



shall mean the absence from the property by an individual or family who occupied
the property and has no present intention to return to the premises and occupy the

premises in the future.
(Ord. 926 § 1 (part), 2012)

PROPOSED CODE FOR WATER

Proposed 13.04.600 Service charge for unoccupied property upon request.

A $60 yearly charge will be made for water service to unoccupied property upon
written request of the owner; provided, however, that a full month's water service
charge shall be charged during the month water service is ordered discontinued and
a $25 reconnect fee and full month’s water service charge will be charged when
service is continued; excepting the water service charge shall at all times be in
effect while water is turned on at the property. "Unoccupied" for the purpose of this
section shall mean the absence from the property by an individual, family or
business that occupied the property and has no present intention to return to the
premises for at least one year from date of request. Water service will not be able
to be restored and turned back on until at least one year has passed since date
request is granted or the past full monthly fees will be billed. No persons or
business shall occupy the property during the time water is disconnected.

If the property will not be occupied for three years or more, the $60 yearly charge
will be waived and the water meter completely removed. No persons or business
shall occupy the property during the time water is disconnected. If water a water
connection is requested after three years of no service, a new connection will be
established with the actual cost of the meter, material, parts and labor pertaining to
the connection and service, surface restoration plus an amount equal to 20% per
Master Fee Schedule I — Water, New Connection Fees.

RECOMMENDATION: Council discussion and direction is requested regarding
the proposed change to the Connell Municipal Code.

AGENDA#8
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City of Connell

MEMORANDUM

DATE: FEBUARY 4, 2026

TO:

COUNCILMEMBERS

FROM: SHELLY HARPER, MAYOR

RE:

CREATION OF NEIGHBORHOOD CARE COMMITTEE

The City of Connell has recently posted a part-time Code Enforcement Officer
position. This role will ensure compliance with local laws, including zoning,
housing, and property maintenance, by:

Responding to complaints from residents

Conducting field inspections

Educating the public on local codes

Issuing warnings and citations when necessary

Preparing cases for court to maintain community health, safety, and welfare

The Code Enforcement Officer will report to the newly created Community
Development Manager, who will oversee community development services,
including permitting, code enforcement, parks & recreation, and city planning
support.

To further strengthen code compliance and community engagement, the Mayor
proposes the establishment of a Neighborhood Care Committee (NCC).

Proposed Neighborhood Care Committee:

Composition: Five volunteer board members appointed by the Mayor with
the consent of City Council

Term: Two-year terms, January 1 — December 31

Eligibility: Must be residents within the city limits during their term

AGENDA#9



e Primary Responsibilities:
1. Learn the Connell Municipal Code and report code violations to the Code
Enforcement Officer.

2. Collaborate with the Code Enforcement Officer to determine whether a
Civil violation has occurred based on a preponderance of evidence.

3. Assist in conducting hearings, listening to appeals, and rendering
decisions regarding civil violations.

4. Work to ensure city residents’ compliance with municipal ordinances and
codes, providing guidance and corrective action where necessary before
penalties are imposed.

5. Serve in advisory capacity to the Mayor, Chief of Police, Community
Development Manager, Code Enforcement Officer, City Council, and city
staff on matters related to code enforcement and civil violations.

RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Ordinance No 1053-2026, establishing Chapter
2.80 of the Connell Municipal Code to create the Neighborhood Care Committee.

AGENDA#9



CITY OF CONNELL, WASHINGTON
ORDINANCE NO. 1053-2026

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CONNELL, WASHINGTON CREATING CHAPTER
2.80 OF THE CONNELL MUNICIPAL CODE ESTABLISHING THE NEIGHBORHOOD
CARE COMMITTEE; PROVIDING FOR APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS, TERMS,
DUTIES, MEETINGS, AND OTHER MATTERS RELATED THERETO; AND
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABLITY AND EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS the City of Connell, Washington desires to create a tree advisory board
which shall be responsible for advising and educating on matters pertaining to trees and wooded
plants in the City of Connell;

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CONNELL,
WASHINGTON DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1: Creation of Chapter 2.80 — Neighborhood Care Committee

Chapter 2.80 of the Connell Municipal Code is hereby created to read as follows:

Chapter 2.80
NEIGHBORHOOD CARE COMMITEE

2.80._010 Committee Created - Appointment
A neighborhood Care Committee (NCC) is hereby created, consisting of five (5) board members
appointed by the Mayor with the consent of the City Council.

2.80.20 Terms of Office

Members shall serve two-year terms, from January 1 through December 31. Members must reside
within city limits for the duration of their term. Vacancies shall be filled by the Mayor for the
remainder of the term. The Mayor may remove a member for inability to perform duties, not
residing within city limits, neglect of duty, or three unexcused absences from meetings.

2.80.030 Compensation

Members shall serve without compensation, except as provided in the City’s policies relating to
approved travel.

2.80.040 Duties
The Neighborhood Care Committee shall:

1. Learn the Connell Municipal Code and report code violation findings to the Code
Enforcement Officer.

2. Collaborate with the Code Enforcement Officer to determine whether a civil violation has
occurred.

3. Conduct hearings, hear appeals, and render decisions regarding civil violations.



4. Ensure municipal ordinances and codes are interpreted and enforced fairly, taking
corrective action to help residents achieve compliance prior to penalties.

5. Advise the Mayor, Chief of Police, Community Development Manager, Code Enforcement
Officer, City Council, and city staff on code enforcement and civil violation matters.

2.16.060 Meetings
The NCC shall meet on as needed basis.

The Community Development Manager, or designee, shall serve as staff, records minutes, and
submit them for approval and inclusion in City Council agendas.

All meetings shall comply with the Washington Open Public Meetings Act (Chapter 42.30
RCW).
Section 2. Effective Date.

This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect five days after passage and publication in the
City’s official newspaper.

ADOPTED by the City Council for the City of Connell, Washington this ___ day of
January, 2026, and APPROVED by the Mayor this day of January, 2026.

Shelly Harper, Mayor
ATTEST:

Marissa Ortiz, City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Heidi Ellerd, City Attorney

INTRODUCED:
ADOPTED:
APPROVED:
PUBLISHED:




WASHINGTON’S

EASTERN
HARVESTLAND

F City of Connell

MEMORANDUM

DATE: FEBUARY 4, 2026
TO: MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBERS
FROM: MARISSA ORTIZ, CITY CLERK

RE: DISCUSSION — AMENDING CONNELL MUNICIPAL CODE
SECTION 5.04: BUSINESS LICENSE REFUNDS

Processing business license applications can require several hours of research and
administrative work. In some cases, businesses are either denied a license or
determined, after review, not to require one. Over the past year, the city has issued
dozens of refunds for business license fees ($30 each). Each refund requires staff
time and postage, representing additional administrative effort.

Many neighboring cities do not refund the business license fee. Updating our code
would align our practice with these cities and reduce staff workload and associated
costs, while still protecting applicants in case of administrative error. A draft
Ordinance reflecting this proposed code revision is provided for review and
consideration if approved.

Current Code

§ 5.04.190 License—Nonapproval—Fee refund.

The license officer, upon disapproving any application submitted under the
provisions of this chapter, shall refund to the applicant all city business license fees

paid in advance, provided the applicant is not otherwise indebted to the city.
(Ord. 615 § 1 (part), 1993; Ord. 892 § 1 (part), 2010)

AGENDA#10



Proposed Revision

§ 5.04.190 License—Nonapproval—Fee Non-refundable.

In the event an application submitted under this chapter is disapproved by the
License Officer, any city business license fees paid in advance shall be deemed
non-refundable, except in cases of error by the city, provided the applicant is not
otherwise indebted to the city.

The license officer, upon disapproving of any application submitted under the
provisions of this chapter, shall not refund any city business license fees paid in
advance. All such fees are non-refundable and are intended to offset administrative
and review costs, unless the license fee is collected in error on the part of the city.

RECOMMENDATION: Approve the revision to 5.04.190 to make business
license fees non-refundable upon denial, except in cases of city error, and review
the attached draft Ordinance implementing this change, thereby reducing
administrative workload and aligning with regional practices.

AGENDA#10



CITY OF CONNELL, WASHINGTON
ORDINANCE NO. 1054-2026

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CONNELL, WASHINGTON,
AMENDING SECTION 5.04.190 OF THE CONNELL MUNICIPAL
CODE RELATING TO BUSINESS LICENSE APPLICATIONS AND
PROVIDING THAT CITY BUSINESS LICENSE FEES ARE
NONREFUNDABLE UPON NONAPPROVAL.

WHEREAS, the City of Connell requires persons engaging in business within the City to
obtain a city business license; and

WHEREAS, the processing, review, and evaluation of business license applications
requires the expenditure of city staff time and administrative resources regardless of whether an
application is ultimately approved; and

WHEREAS,. The City Council finds it appropriate and necessary to clarify that city
business license fees paid in connection with an application are intended to offset administrative
and review costs and should not be refunded when an application is denied, except in cases of city
error; and

WHEREAS,. Amending Section 5.04.190 of the Connell Municipal Code will promote
consistency within Chapter 5.04 and provide clear notice to applicants regarding the nonrefundable
nature of such fees;

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CONNELL,
WASHINGTON, do ordain as follows:

Section 1. The following section of Title 5 of the Connell Municipal Code is amended as
follows:

5.04.190 License — Nonapproved — Fee nonrefundable - Exception

The license officer, upon disapproving of any application submitted under the provisions of this
chapter, shall not refund any city business license fees paid in advance. All such fees are
nonrefundable and are intended to offset administrative and review costs associated with
processing the application, regardless of approval or denial, unless the license fee was collected
by error on the part of the city.

Section 3. Severability

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of this ordinance is for any reason held to be
invalid or unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of
this ordinance.



ORDINANCE NO. 1054-2026
Amend CMC- section 5.04.190 License Fees nonrefundable
Page 2 of 2

Section 3. Effective Date

This ordinance shall be in full force and effect five (5) days following its passage and publication
in the official newspaper of the City of Connell, Washington.

PASSED by the City Council for the City of Connell, Washington, this day of
, 2026; and APPROVED by the Mayor this day of ,2026.

Shelly Harper, Mayor
ATTEST:

Marissa Ortiz, City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Heidi Ellerd, City Attorney

ADOPTED:
APPROVED:
PUBLISHED: in the Franklin County Graphic.
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City of Connell

MEMORANDUM

DATE: FEBUARY 4, 2026
TO: COUNCILMEMBERS
FROM: SHELLY HARPER, MAYOR

RE: DISCUSSION OF NORTH 11™ AVENUE MEDIAN TREES -
OASIS NEIGHBORHOOD

During 2025, the trees located in the median of North 11" Avenue, extending uphill
toward the Oasis Neighborhood, were injected with herbicide and placed in the
process of removal. Only a few trees remain; however, those trees also died as a
result of the injections. Public Works will need to complete the removal of the
remaining dead trees for safety and maintenance purposes.

The removal of the trees was initiated in response to complaints regarding reduced
visibility for drivers turning onto North 11" Avenue, as well as concerns that the
trees were rubbing against tall vehicles, including school buses. Based on these
concerns, Connell Municipal Code (CMC) 10.24.010 was used as the justification
for the removal of the trees.

This issue was discussed at the Planning Commission meeting on January 26,
2026. The Planning Commission expressed interest in involving Oasis
Neighborhood residents by polling them on future options for the median and
using the results to help guide the City’s decision.

Once the dead trees are fully removed, the City will need to determine how the
median of North 11" Avenue should be treated moving forward. At this time, no
decision has been made regarding replacement landscaping or future use of the
median.

AGENDA #11



Staff is requesting directions from the City Council on the following items:

e What would be the preferred treatment of the North 11" Avenue median
once the dead trees are removed.
o Replace each tree as they existed previously
o Plant only a limited number of trees in select locations
o Install low-growing bushes or landscaping
o Leave the median with rock only
e Should Connell Municipal Code 10.24.010 be amended to specifically
include or address North 11 Avenue.
e Should the City conduct a poll of the 64 residential homes within the Oasis
Neighborhood and use the results to help determine the outcome.

Chapter 10.24 VEGETATION ALONG CITY STREETS
§ 10.24.010 Planting of trees or shrubs.

It is unlawful to plant or maintain any tree or shrub on or along any of the streets of
the city, and especially that portion known as the “parking strip” or curbing;
provided that this section shall not prohibit the planting and maintaining of low-
growing flowers up to a height of eighteen inches and grass; provided further, that
this section shall not apply to those trees planted on Columbia Avenue with the

permission of the City Council.
(Ord. 144 § 11, 1953; Ord. 282 § 2, 1970; Ord. 568 § 2, 1990)

Possible poll for Oasis Residents:
If Council chooses to involve residents, the following poll could be distributed to
the 64 homes in the Oasis Neighborhood:

Please rank the following options 1 through 4, 1 being your most desired outcome:

_____ Option 1 — Replace the trees that were removed exactly as they were

_____ Option 2 — Replace some of the trees only in the middle of the blocks so
visibility turning onto 11" Avenue is not obstructed

_____ Option 3 — Plant bushes in the median that won’t grow tall

_____Option 4 — Leave median only rocks

RECOMMENDATION: Staff is seeking City Council direction on how to
proceed with the North 11" Avenue median, including whether to pursue code
amendments, landscaping changes, and/or a neighborhood poll prior to making a
final decision.

AGENDA # 11



