
 

MEETING OF THE CITY OF CONNELL, WASHINGTON 

CONNELL, FRANKLIN COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 

May 4, 2015 

 

The regular semi-monthly meeting, of the Connell City Council was called to order by Mayor 

Blackwell at 6:00 pm in the City Hall and was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

  

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT:     Mayor Bruce Blackwell, Mayor Pro Tem Monty Huber, and Councilmember’s:   

Joe Escalera, Rhonda Quinton, Kathie Silva, and Ray Minor. 

 

 STAFF:    City Attorney Dan Hultgrenn, City Administrator Jed Crowther, Public Works 

Director Larry Turner, Police Chief Chris Turner, Accounting Clerk Jeri 

Reinauer, Building Service Clerk Sterling Joyner, and Deputy Clerk/Treasurer 

Rose Courneya 

 

 VISITORS:    Kathy Bingham, Franklin County Graphic;  Rick Jansens, Habitat for Humanity; 

Kira Knight, Maddy Jacobs, Jolee Booker, Shaunessy Joyner, Miss Connell 

Scholarship Representatives; Sharon Sellereite, Aging& Long Term Care, and 

Several Citizens. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE/APPOINTMENTS 

The City of Connell submitted a scholarship to Association of Washington Cities for Courtney 

Colclasure but she was not awarded the scholarship. 

 

Miss Scholarship Connell girls handed out parade schedules for this year, and pictures of the new 

float trailer.  Thanks Councilmembers for their support. 

 

Mayor Blackwell recessed the Regular Council Meeting at 6:09 pm for 10 Minutes. 

Mayor Blackwell reconvened the Regular Council Meeting at 6:19 pm. 

 

Pat Barrera spoken on expanding the current library into the old pharmacy building that was 

owned by the City of Connell for more library space. Mrs. Barrera asked Librarian Helen Tobin 

to share figures on the cost of running the library in Connell. 

 

Helen Tobin provided Councilmembers with the Connell Mid-Columbia Library’s current card 

holders, statistics from 2013 that included visitors to the library, books in circulation, eBooks 

and downloadable audio books , reserves placed, program attendees, and computer sessions. 

 

Jaeniffer Ang Kaiser-in favor of library expansion and would like to know when the Real Estate 

meeting would be held. 

  

Councilmember Escalera wanted to hear Mayor Blackwell be more receptive to listening to the 

citizens that took the time to come to the council meeting and state their opinion. 

 

Mary Hall-talked about Community Garden availability and that last year the garden supplied 

700 pounds of food.  The garden received a grant to help purchase supplies. She would like to 

see all the community get involved with the garden. 
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Citizens: Joe Williams, Jolee Tomer, Julia Tomer, Jennie Tomer, Regina Grassl, Gene Stocking, 

Paul Clark all spoke in support of the growth opportunity for the library. 

 

Mayor Blackwell stated that recently, the city owned vacant building was currently undergoing 

an appraisal, inspection and then would be taken to the Real Estate Committee meeting for 

discussion.  

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

Motion:  Councilmember Silva moved to approve the Consent Calendar as presented. 

a) Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting April 20, 2015 

b) Check Register 5/1/2015 for $221.51 

c) Accounts Payable 5/4/2015 for $90,845.75 

Councilmember Quinton seconded motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 

     

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Motion:    Councilmember Quinton approved agenda as presented. Councilmember Escalera 

            seconded motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

  HABITAT FOR HUMANITY-RICK JANSENS 

  Rick Jansens gave back ground on Habitat for Humanity and how the program works.  

  Currently, the Connell area had one lot for a house to be built. Mr. Jansens stated the  

  program was accepting applications from qualified individuals or families.  Applications  

  were available on the Tri-County Partners Habitat for Humanity website. He stated there  

  were several other sites that might work out for more housing projects in Connell.   

 

  AGING & LONG TERM CARE ADVISORY BOARD-SHARON  

  Mrs. Sellereite explained that Aging & Long Term Care was celebrating 50 years of helping 

  senior citizens stay in their home by providing essential services.  She was asking the  

  Councilmembers to sign an Older American Proclamation for the month of May. 

 

Motion:    Councilmember Silva moved to approve Mayor Blackwell to sign the Older   

   American Month 2015 Proclamation. Mayor Pro Tem Huber seconded motion.   

   Motion carried unanimously. 

 

  ANDERSON PERRY-LOCAL AGENCY AGREEMENT WITH WASHINGTON STATE  

  DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

  Jake Hollopeter from Anderson Perry gave an outline on the Bituminous Surface Treatment 

Project. The city’s approximate cost for the project would be $120,576. Federal funds 

awarded to the City of Connell in the amount of $243,424 would pay for the remainder cost 

of the project.  In order for the city to receive Federal funds, a number of lengthy, standard 

forms and contract are required.  Resolution No. 2015-07 was being presented to 

Councilmembers for approval to execute a Local Agency Federal Aid Project Prospectus 

and Local Agency Agreement.  

 

Motion:    Councilmember Quinton moved to approve Resolution No. 2015-07 with corrected  

   wording to state in the last Whereas: “it may become necessary to enter into a   

   Interlocal Agreement for certified acceptance service regarding usage of program  

                funds.” Councilmember Escalera seconded motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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   MASTER FEE SCHEDULE-PARK & RECREATION 

  Last fall, City Council directed pool fee increases by the budget process; to move from $2 

 to $3 daily; and to prepare corresponding increases in all categories.  Efficiency in 

 scheduling was also requested.  These factors were presented to Park Board on April 28.  

 As a result, a proposed schedule and fees was being presented to Councilmembers.   New 

 fees include an early discount. Fees are to be adopted by Resolution, as part of our Master 

 Fee Schedule.   

 

   Motion:    Councilmember Minor moved to adopt Resolution No. 2015-06 implementing 2015 

        pool fees. Mayor Pro Tem Huber seconded motion.   Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

COMMITTEE / DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

 

 CITY ADMINISTRATOR –Jed Crowther 

  A) Connell Rail-supported in the Special Session of the Legislature 

   

 POLICE CHIEF- Chris Turner 

  A) All crime was quiet in town 

  B) Kory Robertson was offered the Police Officer position 

 

 PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR-Larry Turner 

  A) Pool would be ready for the season in the next week or week and a half 

  B) Normal maintenance work being formed 

   

 CHRIS SCHULTE-Fire Chief 

  A) Area starting to get dry 

  B) Preschool visited the fire station 

  C) Held a Fire School-good attendance 

  D) Hazmat training scheduled 

  E) Working on a MOU update with the DOC 

  F) Fire department helping with a Drinking/Driving simulation that the Franklin  

      County Sheriffs was hosting. 

 

 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

 

 There being no further business before the City Council of Connell, Mayor Blackwell adjourned 

the meeting at 7:25 pm. 

                                                                          ____________________________________ 

ATTEST: ___________________________                     Bruce Blackwell, Mayor 

  Rose Courneya, Deputy City Clerk/Treasurer      


