
 

MEETING OF THE CITY OF CONNELL, WASHINGTON 

CONNELL, FRANKLIN COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 

May 18, 2015 

 

The regular semi-monthly meeting, of the Connell City Council was called to order by Mayor 

Blackwell at 6:00 pm in the City Hall and was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

  

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT:     Mayor Bruce Blackwell, Mayor Pro Tem Monty Huber, and Councilmember’s:   

Joe Escalera, Rhonda Quinton, and Ray Minor. 

 

EXCUSED:  Mayor Pro Tem Huber moved to excuse Councilmember Silva. Councilmember 

Quinton seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 STAFF:    City Attorney Dan Hultgrenn, City Administrator Jed Crowther, Public Works 

Director Larry Turner, Police Chief Chris Turner, Police Officer Kory Robertson, 

and  City Clerk/Treasurer Maria Peña. 

 

 VISITORS:    Kathy Bingham, Franklin County Graphic and Pat Barrera, Friend of Library. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE/APPOINTMENTS 

Police Chief Chris Turner swore in new officer Kory Robertson. 

Mayor Blackwell temporary appointed Mayor Pro Tem to Finance Committee. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

Motion:  Mayor Pro Tem Huber moved to approve the Consent Calendar as presented. 

a) Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting May 4, 2015 

b) Payroll Check Register 4/30 -5/5/2015 for $83,594.85 

c) Accounts Payable 5/18/2015 for $332,694.82 

d) Correction to February 2, 2015 Minutes- Consent Calendar line c) Change date 

from 1/31/2014 to 12/31/2014.  

Councilmember Minor seconded motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 

     

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Motion:    Councilmember Quinton approved agenda as presented. Councilmember Escalera 

            seconded motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

  FORMER PHARMACY BUILDING 

  City Administrator Crowther provided directional information in regards to the Community  

  Development Block Grant Process, library expansion, and the city owned pharmacy   

  building. He also provided procedures the city had to follow to sale city owned   

  real estate. An appraisal was conducted on the former pharmacy building. 

 

  Citizen Pat Barrera Thanked City Administrator Crowther for the support and guidance he  

  had provided to the library group. The library group will be getting together to   

  discuss the library. Mrs. Barrera would like the library group and the city to work together. 

 

  Councilmember Escalera and Councilmember Minor were in favor of expanding the library  

   in Connell. 
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  Mayor Pro Tem Huber and Councilmember Quinton Thanked Pat Barrera.  

   

  City Clerk/Treasurer Maria Peña spoke on the city properties and would like    

  Councilmembers to think about what’s best for the city instead of all the wants of the city.  

  The city can’t financially support all the wants of the city. 

 

  2015 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET AMENDMENT 

  At the May 4
th

 Council Meeting staff provided a report on the Columbia Ave Bituminous  

  Surface Restoration Project. Since then Public Works Director Turner continued to   

  work with the City’s engineers at Anderson Perry and now have an updated cost of   

  $408,000.    

The City had originally been awarded $145,121 in grant funds but has been able to secure 

an additional $98,303 for a total of $243,424 in Federal funding. This now leaves the City 

with a match of $164,576 for this project. 

        Public Works Director Turner suggested reallocating $10,000 from Traffic Control, $5,000 

from Crack/Chip Seal Program, and $80,000 from TIB-Birch Street to the Columbia Ave 

project for matching funds. The overall impact to the budget was $98,800. 

 The Ordinance 952-2015 presented to Councilmembers for approval was to amend the 2015 

Budget.  Discussion was held 

 

Motion:    Mayor Pro Tem Huber moved to adopt Ordinance No. 952-2015 amending the 2015  

   Fiscal Year Budget. Councilmember Escalera seconded motion.  Motion carried  

   unanimously. 

 

  DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS-WORK CONTRACT  

  The City of Connell had a Master Work Crew Agreement in place with the Washington  

  State Department of Corrections. The agreement was put place in 2013. The   

  Amendment No. 1 was being presented to Councilmembers for approval to extend the  

  current work agreement for a five-year period with the same terms.   

 

Motion:    Councilmember Quinton moved to approve Contract No. K10248, Amendment No. 1, 

   to extend Master Work Crew Agreement between the State of Washington Department 

   of Corrections and the City of Connell. Councilmember Escalera seconded motion.   

   Motion carried unanimously. 

 

  COUNCIL RULES 

  City Administrator Crowther explained the Council Meetings were for the City Council.  

  City Councilmember can structure the council meetings as they choose. Mr. Crowther asked 

  for Councilmember input on the structure of council meeting.  City Attorney Hultgrenn gave 

  Councilmembers advice. 

  Councilmembers held discussion and the following was heard: 

   1) Town Hall meeting was for discussion 

   2) Appreciate citizens coming to meetings 

   3) Know how many citizens would like to speak 

   4) Set a time limit on citizen comments 

   5) Every citizen should have an opportunity to speak without disruption 
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  Mayor Blackwell would like to see a spoke person for large groups and wanted to make sure 

  Councilmembers understood all the aspects of creating a set of rules for council   

  meetings. 

    

  ASSOCIATION OF WASHINGTON CITIES VOTING DELEGATES 

  The City of Connell had the opportunity to select three Voting Delegates for the Association 

  of Washington Cities annual business meeting.  Mayor Blackwell, Councilmember Silva,  

  and Councilmember Minor would be attending the conference in Wenatchee in June. 

 

Motion:    Councilmember Quinton moved to select Mayor Blackwell, Councilmember Silva,  

   and Councilmember Minor as voting delegate from the City of Connell. Mayor Pro  

   Tem Huber seconded motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

COMMITTEE / DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

 CITY ADMINISTRATOR –Jed Crowther 

  A) Quiet Zone Completed 

  B) Working on Rail Study 

   

 POLICE CHIEF- Chris Turner 

  A) Homicide trial going to start 

  B) Crime has been quiet 

  C) Going to training   

 

 PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR-Larry Turner 

  A) Quiet Zone-few clean up items 

  B) Working on Parks 

  C) Street project 

  D) Public Works had a couple guys on vacation 

  E) 6-year TIP Street meeting scheduled 

 

 CLERK/TREASURER- Maria Peña 

  A) Monthly Finance reports handed out. 

  B) Working on Annual Report-Finance Meeting will be scheduled to review  

        report. 

 MEETING RECESSED 

  At 6:55 pm Mayor Blackwell announced an Executive Session for 30 minutes to 

 consider the minimum price to which real estate will be offered for lease or sale. 

  

MEETING RECONVENED 

       Mayor Blackwell reconvened the Regular Meeting at 7:25 pm.   

                

MEETING ADJOURNED 

 

 There being no further business before the City Council of Connell, Mayor Blackwell adjourned 

the meeting at 7:25 pm. 

                                                                          ____________________________________ 

ATTEST: ___________________________                     Bruce Blackwell, Mayor 

  Rose Courneya, Deputy City Clerk/Treasurer      


