
 

 

MEETING OF THE CITY OF CONNELL, WASHINGTON 

CONNELL, FRANKLIN COUNTY, WASHINGTON 
 

May 19, 2014 
 

The regular semi-monthly meeting, of the City Council of the City of Connell was called to order 

by the Mayor at 6:00 pm in the City Hall and was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
  

ROLL CALL 
 

PRESENT: Mayor Bruce Blackwell, Mayor Pro Tem Monty Huber, and Councilmember’s: Joe 

Escalera, Kathie Silva, and Ray Minor. 

 

EXCUSED:     

  Motion: Councilmember Escalera moved to excuse Councilmember Quinton. Mayor Pro 

    Tem Huber seconded motion.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 

STAFF: City Attorney Dan Hultgrenn , City Administrator Jed Crowther, Fire Chief Chris 

Schulte, Public Works Director Larry Turner, and City Clerk/Treasurer Maria Peña.  
 

VISITORS: Kathy Bingham, Franklin County Graphic; Citizen Jesse Chouinard. 

  

APPOINTMENTS 

Mayor Blackwell received a letter of interest from Sergio Perez for the open Park Board position.  

Council held discussion and tabled the Park Board appointment until the next council meeting. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Mayor Blackwell received a letter from the Mid-Columbia Libraries requesting free swimming 

pool passes for the summer reading program. 

 

Motion: Councilmember Minor approved the city provide the Mid Columbia Library with free 

swim passes for their summer reading program. Mayor Pro Tem Huber seconded motion.  

Motion carried unanimously.   
 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

Motion: Councilmember Silva moved to approve the Consent Calendar with corrections: 

a) Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting May 5, 2014 

 (Page 3-change motion to read “replace” instead of “repair” heat pump) 

b) Minutes of the Town Hall Meeting May 12, 2014 

c) Check  Register 5/1/2014 $220.63 

d) Accounts Payable Register 5/19/2014 for $306,890.56 

   

 Councilmember Escalera seconded motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  

 

CITIZEN COMMENT/NON – AGENDA ITEMS 

Public Workers Director Larry Turner to meet with the Street Committee to review the Six Year 

Transportation Improvement Plan. 
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APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

Motion: Councilmember Minor moved to approve the Agenda as presented. Mayor Pro Tem         

Huber seconded motion.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 

ANDERSON PERRY-GUM STREET WATER MAIN EXTENSION 

 Public Works Director Larry Turner explained the progress of two waterline projects the 

 City was currently working on.   

  1) Connell Park Estates water line- Mr. Turner presented Councilmembers with a   

      Utility Easements.  Once the Easements were signed and recorded,  Public Works  

      Director Larry Turner would go out to bid for the Connell Park Estates water line  

      project. 

 2) Gum Street Water Main Extension-Anderson Perry presented the City with a   

     Task Order for the Gum Street Water Main Extension.  Con-Agra and the City of  

      Connell had met to talk about the waterline replacement.  Public Works Director Larry 

      Turner explained the water line replacement project. 

 

 Motion: Councilmember Minor moved to approve the Mayor to sign the Utility Easements.             

Councilmember Escalera seconded motion.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 

Motion: Councilmember Minor moved to approve the Task Order between the City of Connell and 

 Anderson Perry for the Gum Street Water Main Extension Project, Design and 

 Construction  Engineering Services not exceed $20,000.  Mayor Pro Tem Huber 

 seconded motion.  Motion carried unanimously.     

  

ENERGY EFFICIENCY GRANT 

 An Energy Efficiency Grant was introduced at a previous Council meeting.  Since 

 then, City staff gathered more information about the Energy Efficiency Grant. The grant   

 required a 3:1 financial match. Staff  felt local energy providers presented better options 

 for the  City so no further action would be taken. 

 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT APPLICATION 

 City Administrator Crowther gave an overview of the Community Development Block 

 Grant (CDBG).  The grant took place once a year and the applications for this year were 

 due by  June 19, 2014.  The grant had  specific procedures and requirements. Generally, 

 grant  funds were used for infrastructure for water and sewer projects.  Other community 

 projects had also been approved through the CDBG grant process. Grant applications were 

 rated on need, capacity, readiness and results. Connell had several projects that would 

 qualify for the CDGB grant funding.  A Public Hearing was scheduled for the June 2, 2014 

 Council meeting for further discussion. 

  

LIFEGUARD DISCUSSION 

 The city received well over 20 lifeguard applications to work at the city pool this summer. 

 Lifeguard interviews were conducted on May 13
th

 and 15
th

, with many qualified applicants.  

 City Administrator Crowther thanked public works department for getting the pool ready. 
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 He also thanked pool manager Allyson Reimers and Parks & Recreation Director Amy 

 Williams for their work.  The Pool would officially open Saturday, June 7, 2014.  

 

   

   COMMITTEE / DEPARTMENT REPORTS. 
 

CLERK/TREASURER DEPARTMENT – Clerk /Treasurer Maria Peña 

 1) Treasurer Reports showing April’s end of month revenues and expenditures were 

      provided to Councilmembers. 

            2) Two trainings were scheduled for May 29, 2014 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT – Fire Chief Chris Schulte 

 1)  CHS foundation grant moving forward 

 2) Woody Debris Program- Two piles of debris to finish picking up under grant. 

 

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR LARRY TURNER 

 1) HVAC –New unit was scheduled to be put in 

 2) Telemetry system being updated 

 3) Water System –booster system work being done 

 4) Maintenance was being done at city parks 

 
 

 

                          MEETING ADJOURNED 

 There being no further business before the City Council of Connell, Mayor Blackwell adjourned 

the meeting at 7:26 pm. 

 

                                                                                       

ATTEST: ___________________________   Bruce Blackwell, Mayor  

Rose Courneya, Deputy Clerk-Treasurer       


