MEETING OF THE CITY OF CONNELL
  Regular Meeting-December 5, 2012


MEETING OF THE CITY OF CONNELL, WASHINGTON

CONNELL, FRANKLIN COUNTY, WASHINGTON

December 5, 2012
City Clerk/Treasurer Maria Peña administered the Oath of Office to Monty Huber for Council Position No. 2.
The regular semi-monthly meeting, of the Connell City Council was called to order by Mayor Walton at 6:00 pm in the City Hall and was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.
 





    ROLL CALL
PRESENT:     Mayor Gary Walton, and Mayor Pro Tem Rhonda Quinton, Councilmembers: Kathy Silva, and Lee Barrow. 
STAFF:   
  Attorney Heidi Ellerd, Public Works Director Larry Turner, Police Chief Mike Kessler, Fire Chief Chris Schulte, and City Clerk/Treasurer Maria Peña.

 VISITORS:    Kathy Bingham, Franklin County Graphic; Teresa Richardson & Renee Harris, Habitat for Humanity; Citizens:  Ray Minor, Victoria Colley, Tarig Colley, Keyan Colley, Miles Colley, Carol Lindner, Pam Guilford, Regina Grassl, Helen Tobin, Juanita Fentiman, and Robert McCurry.

                      CORRESPONDENCE/APPOINTMENTS


Mayor Walton appointed Councilmember Lee Barrow to Finance Committee.


The City had requested funds from the TIB Board for a chip seal project in Connell 
but the Mayor had received notice the project was denied.
 

There were 6 Scholarships available from AWC for graduating seniors. 



 MEETING RECESSED

At 6:08 pm Mayor Walton announced an Executive Session for 10 minutes to 
evaluate the qualifications of a candidate for appointment to elective office. 



                     MEETING RECONVENED

Mayor Walton reconvened the Regular Meeting at 6:18 pm and the following 


was heard:

Councilmember Barrow stated there were several good candidates for the council 
position.
  Motion:  Councilmember Barrow moved to appoint Ray Minor to the vacant 
        Councilmember Position No. 2. Mayor Pro Tem Quinton seconded. 

Motion carried unanimously.





CONSENT CALENDAR
  Motion: Councilmember Barrow moved to approve the Consent Calendar as listed.
a) Minutes of the  Regular Council Meeting November 19, 2012

b) Check Register 11/20/2012 for $871,912.26

c) Accounts Payable for $135,829.53
d) Payroll Register 11/15-11/20/2012 for $42,752.70

    Mayor Pro Tem Quinton seconded motion.  Motion carried unanimously.
CITIZEN COMMENT/NON-AGENDA ITEMS

Carol Lindner 401 Moon Rd- 


Mrs. Linder would like the noon whistle to be put on the agenda for a motion to have the noon whistle turned back on. The whistle was a tradition in Connell and she would like to see it preserved.

Mayor Walton stated it would not be put on the agenda for this meeting but could be on the agenda for the second meeting in January.  The Mayor let Councilmembers know the noon whistle was shut down because of health reasons. Mayor Walton had received lawsuits threats because of the noon whistle.


Helen Tobin South Burke-


Mrs. Tobin wanted to know if the wires for the whistle had been accidently cut. Mrs. Tobin would also like to see the whistle turn back to preserved it as a part of the City’s history.

Mayor Walton replied the wire for the whistle at the Library was cut. The uptown whistle was unplugged by the Mayor.  Discussion was held.


Regina Grassl 231 Almira-


History of the whistle was great.  People file lawsuits for everything.  How much more do we compromise to make everyone happy?  Noise only last a short while.  Ms. Grassl would like to see the noon whistle turned back on.


Ray Minor 520 East Davis-


Federal government says the railroad had to blow their whistle when going through town. 


Bob McCury 758 S Second-


What public good comes from the whistle? It is annoying and dangerous to people’s hearing. Mr. McCury stated there was a liability for the noon whistle.  He suggested putting it in the voter’s hands.

Unfinished Business: Bring back to the second council meeting in January.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
    Motion:   Mayor Pro Tem Quinton moved to approve the Agenda as listed.

        Councilmember Barrow seconded motion.  Motion carried unanimously.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY-TERESA RICHARDSON

Grant funds were received to help with critical home repair for low income elderly people. Mrs. Richardson was hoping to identify two projects in North Franklin County for the use of the grant funds.  She was asked Councilmembers for help identifying projects, citizen’s volunteers, and sponsorships for building materials. Discussion was held.

CULBERT CONSTRUCTION-APPLICATION FOR PAYMENT NO. 3


City Clerk/Treasurer Maria Peña had all final paperwork needed to pay Application No. 3 Release of Retainage to Culbert Construction in the amount of $8,808.96.
Motion:  Mayor Pro Tem Quinton moved to approve Application No. 3 Release of Retainage to      Culbert Construction in the amount of $8,808.96. Councilmember Silva seconded motion.  Motion carried unanimously.


PUBLIC HEARING – 2013 FINAL BUDGET  
 
Mayor Walton recessed the regular meeting at 6:54 pm and opened a Public Hearing for the purpose of discussing the 2013 Final Budget.

STAFF REPORT: 


City Clerk/Treasurer Maria Peña reviewed the final budget. The budget was adopted at the fund level. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: None Heard

COUNCILMEMBERS COMMENT PORTION OF THE HEARING: None Heard 

Mayor Walton closed the hearing and opened regular meeting at 6:57 pm.

ADOPTION OF THE 2013 BUDGET

Motion: Councilmember Barrow moved to approve Ordinance No. 938 adopting the 2013  
    Budget for the City of Connell. Mayor Pro Tem Quinton seconded. Motion carried 
    unanimously.


TRI CITY SWAT-MOU


Police Chief Kessler changed the language in the agreement to run from January 1, 2013 
to December 31, 2013 and the agreement would have to be renewed each year.
Motion: Councilmember Barrow moved to approve the Tri Cities Regional SWAT Team Inter-
   Local Agreement.  Councilmember Huber seconded. Motion carried unanimously.


PURCHASE OF RADIO SITE BUILDING


Police Chief Kessler had asked for funds to purchase a building for a radio site in his 
2013 budget.  The building was originally quoted at $5205.00 but if he purchased the 
building in 2012 the reduced cost would be $3500.00 due to an inventory reduction 
closeout. The City had collected funds from the Criminal Justice Sales Tax that would be 
used to purchase the building in 2012. Discussion was held on security of the building. 
Motion: Councilmember Barrow moved to approve the purchase of a building from Pacific 
   Mobile for $5741.00 plus tax. Councilmember Huber seconded. Motion carried 

   unanimously.


CITY ADMINISTRATOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Walton was going to start advertising for a new city administrator December 17, 
2012 with the first review being February 1, 2013. All applications would be brought in 
front of the entire Council to make a decision.
DEPARTMENT REPORTS

Mayor Walton cancelled the Regular Council Meeting on December 17, 2012.


Police Chief Kessler stated some of the cities are looking to make it illegal to have marijuana in public view.


Councilmember Barrow talked about the additional trains going through town with coal.

          



                   MEETING ADJOURNED

There being no further business before the City Council of Connell, Mayor Walton 
adjourned the meeting at 7:35 pm.
                                                                          ____________________________________
ATTEST: ___________________________                          Mayor, Gary Walton
  Rose Courneya, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer     
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