MEETING OF THE CITY OF CONNELL, WASHINGTON
CONNELL, FRANKLIN COUNTY, WASHINGTON

April 21, 2014

The regular semi-monthly meeting, of the Connell City Council was called to order by Mayor
Blackwell at 6:00 pm in the City Hall and was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL

PRESENT: Mayor Bruce Blackwell, Mayor Pro Tem Monty Huber, and Councilmember’s:

Joe Escalera, Kathie Silva, and Ray Minor.

LATE: Councilmember Quinton arrived at 6:55 pm.

STAFF: Attorney Dan Hultgrenn, City Administrator Jed Crowther, Public Works

Director Larry Turner, Police Chief Chris Turner, Fire Chief Chris Schulte, Park
& Recreational Director Amy Williams and City Clerk/Treasurer Maria Pefia.

VISITORS: Kathy Bingham, Franklin County Graphic and Citizen Robert McCurry.

Motion:

Motion:

APPOINTMENTS
Councilmember Silva moved to appoint Robert Misener to the Planning Commission.
Councilmember Minor seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously.
Councilmember Quinton was absent.

Mayor Blackwell appointed Robert Misener to the Planning Commission.

CORRESPONDENCE

Mayor Blackwell received the following correspondence:

1) Attorney General —2014 Open Government Trainings Act

2) Anderson Perry-$750.00 Scholarship Opportunity

3) Franklin County-Fire District # 4 Conditional Use Permit for a fire station storage,
Public Hearing May 6, 2014

4) Benton Franklin Community Health Alliance-Eastern Washington Medical-Dental
Summit Scheduled

5) Department of the Army-Revision to the Levee Rehabilitation Program for flood risk
management.

CONSENT CALENDAR
Councilmember Silva moved to approve the Consent Calendar with correction
a) Minutes of the Regular Council meeting March 17, 2014
b) Minutes of the Town Hall Meeting March 10,2014
(Change Stake to Skate)
¢) Minutes of the Town Hall Meeting April 14, 2014
d) Washington State Corrections-Inmate Workers Agreement
e) Accounts Payable 4/21/2014 for $101,743.38
f) Check Register 4/1/2014 for $216.24
g) Check Register 4/7/2014 for $138,151.98
h) Payroll Check Register4/10/2014 $8,333.53
i) Payroll Check Register 3/15 to 3/20/2014 for $46,291.76
j) Payroll Check Register 3/31-4/5/2014 for $69,230.45
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Motion:

Motion:

Motion:

k) Payroll Check Register 4/15-4/20 $51,377.48

Councilmember Huber seconded motion.  Motion carried unanimously.
Councilmember Quinton was absent.

CITIZEN COMMENT/NON-AGENDA ITEMS
City Administrator Jed Crowther introduced the newly hired Park & Recreational
Director Amy Williams.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Councilmember Minor moved to approve the Agenda as presented.
Councilmember Silva seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously.
Councilmember Quinton was absent.

EARLY RETIREMENT OF THE USDA BONDS

In 2004 the City issued bonds through USDA in the amount of $2,000,000 at an
interest rate of 4.375% for a term of 40 years with a yearly payment of $106,760.
Improvements were made to Terrace Heights and Sagewood and a waterline was
installed from the farm to the City. The total interest paid for the past 10 years was
$832,300.97.

City Clerk/Treasurer Maria Pefia had analyzed the Water Fund and the General
Support Fund looking for funds to pay down the principal early on the USDA Bond
and save the city money on interest. She also held discussion with the Public Works
Director Larry Turner and the Finance Committee.

City Clerk/Treasurer Maria Pefia explained the financial impact if no early
payments were made would cost the City an additional $1,437,496.32 in interest for
a total of $2,269,797.29 in interest.

City Clerk/Treasurer Maria Pefia proposed that Council authorize the early retirement
of $750, 000 of the USDA Bonds, $500,000 to be paid through an interfund loan from
the General Support Fund at 1% interest and $250,000 to be paid out of the Water
Fund Reserves. This would save the City about $1,086,000 in interest.

A resolution for the interfund loan from the General Support Fund to the Water

Fund was presented for council’s approval, along with an ordinance to amend the 2014
Budget.

Councilmember Escalera moved to adopt Resolution No. 2014-03 authorizing an
Interfund loan from the General Support Fund to the Water Fund in the amount of
$500,000 with 1% interest not to exceed eleven (11) years for the retirement of
USDA bonds. Councilmember Minor seconded motion. Motion carried
unanimously. Councilmember Quinton was absent.

Councilmember Minor moved to adopt Ordinance No. 947-2014 authorizing a budget
amendment to the 2014 fiscal year budget. Councilmember Huber seconded motion.
Motion carried unanimously. Councilmember Quinton was absent.
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Motion:

Motion:

BASIN DISPOSAL —-SANITATION RATES

Basin Disposal, the City’s solid waste collection vendor, presented a notice to the City
of an increase in rates to the City of 0.63% in accordance with the City’s service
agreement. Upon adoption of the resolution, the updated Schedule G would go into
effect June 21, 2014.

Councilmember Huber moved to adopt Resolution No. 2014-04 amending the Connell
Master Fee Schedule. Councilmember Minor seconded motion.
Motion carried unanimously. Councilmember Quinton was absent.

STREET CLOSURE AT GUM STREET
City Administrator Jed Crowther stated safety concerns have been heard about the
intersection of Gum Street and South Columbia. A draft proposal was made to close
the entry/exit to Gum Street. This would cause some inconveniences to residents in
Sportsmen and Striker Addition. City Administrator’s Crowther recommendation was
to bring the street closure back to the May 5™ council meeting in order to give citizens
time to comment. City Administrator Crowther had talked to the adjacent property
owners the street closure would affect. The Connell Municipal Code 12.12 provided
specific procedures for street closures. A Resolution to close a street had to have a
basic time period.
Discussion was held and the following was heard:

1) What was the danger at these two intersections?

2) Close spacing made it so that one car trying to turn into Gum could back up

traffic on highway 260.

3) Several near misses have been seen.

4) Post two (2) right turn only signs.

5) Don’t put up barricades at the entry to Connell.

6) Barricades would restrict emergency vehicles.

7) No accident has been seen for the last 40 years.

8) People would figure out ways to bypass barricades.

9) Putin local paper and ask people to comment.

10) Get a traffic safety engineer in to review streets.

11) Get Washington State DOT to come in and take a look at the streets.

12) More police control on Gum Street.

13) Safety issue of crosswalk at Columbia.

14) Build something to welcome people to community at that intersection.

15) Put in a removable post for emergency vehicles.

Councilmember Silva moved to defer to a later council meeting in order to get more
information. Councilmember Minor seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously.

FRANKLIN COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND CHS
FOUNDATION GRANT

Fire Chief Chris Schulte informed Councilmembers of two grants he had applied for.
The grants were to purchase equipment for emergency personnel in the City and
north Franklin County. The grants were requested from Franklin County Emergency
Management and the CHS Foundation.
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Motion:

Motion:

FRANKLIN COUNTY PROSECUTOR CONTRACT

The City had three separate contracts in connection with Franklin County Court:
Prosecutor, District Court, and Defense Panel. City Administrator Crowther explained
the Franklin County Prosecutor Contract had expired some time ago but service
continued to be provided. The Prosecutor contract should be extended, in order to
synchronize with the other two contracts, which expire at the end of 2014.

Councilmember Minor moved to approve Franklin County Prosecutor contract.
Councilmember Escalera seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously.

JANITORIAL SERVICES

Mayor Blackwell would like to contract out janitorial service for the city’s public
buildings. Currently a public works employee provided the janitorial service for the
city buildings.

Public Works Director Larry Turner explained the functions of the current public
works employee, along with the other public works duties the employee performs.
Mr. Turner doesn’t want to lose an employee in the public works department.
Discussion was held. Bring back to council at a later date with more information.

BENTON COUNTY SWAT CONTRACT

Police Chief Chris Turner stated the wording had been changed on the SWAT
Contract. Changes were simply to extend the term to 2014, and add Chris Turner as
Police Chief. The agreement had been reviewed by the City’s legal counsel.

Councilmember Escalera moved to approve the Benton County SWAT contract.
Councilmember Huber seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
City administrator Jed Crowther updated the council on current contracts and
agreements the City was working on.
Police Chief Chris Turner stated his days are full in the police department.
Public works is busy getting the pool ready, working in the parks, and patching pot
holes.
Councilmember Silva thanked officer Thorson for car seats.
Fire Chief Schulte went over the areas with woody debris that would be cleared with
grant money provided from Franklin County Emergency Management.

MEETING RECESSED
At 7:48 pm Mayor Blackwell announced an Executive Session for 10 minutes to
discuss with legal counsel representing the City litigation or potential litigation to
which the City, or a city council member or employee is, or may be, a party.

MEETING RECONVENED
Mayor Blackwell reconvened the Regular Meeting at 7:58 pm.
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MEETING ADJOURNED
There being no further business before the City Council of Connell, Mayor Blackwell adjourned
the meeting at 7:58 pm.

ATTEST: Bruce Blackwell, Mayor
Rose Courneya, Deputy City Clerk/Treasurer




